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W  The  P  R  E  F  A  c  fe. 

The  Parliament  haxi^  fome  Tears  he- 
fore^  fyltev''d  the  Subjedl,  from  the 
Po^duer  and  "^urisdiciion  of  the  Ecclefi- 
aftical  Courts,  to  "which  Trofecutms 
for  Tithes  ^duere  limited  by  an  Ad:  made 
in  the  Thirty  fecond  Tear  of  Henry  the 
Eighth  ;  but  the  'People  did  not  long 
enjoy  the  Benefit  of  that  Relief:  F^r 
[ome^  "who  fiyVd  themfelves  Minifters 
of  the  Gofpel^  got  an  Ordinance  of  Tar- 
liamentfor  :ihe  Ordination  of  Minifters 
pro  Tempore,  ^Dated  Odober  the  2d 
1644.  And  another  for  Tithes^  'Dated 
November  the  8th  following.  Upon 
this  they  fell  to  profecuting  fueh  as  re- 
fus\i  to  pay  them  Tithes  J  in  the  Courts 
at  Weftminfter,  and  petty  Courts  in  the 
Country y  and  the  Severity  of  their  PrO'- 
[ecutions  "uoas  fo great ,  that  the  Author 
has  taken  particular  Notice  of  it^  and 
*see  ^4^  fet  forth  fome  of  their  cruel  ExaSlions,* 

After  he  has  given  an  RxtraBy  or 
fjjort  Hifiory  of  Tithes^  from  the  fir  ft 
Appomtynent  of  them  under  the  Law, 
taken  mofily  from  the  Htfloryof  Tithes 
by  the  Learned  Antirj^uary  J.  Selden, 
he  then   confiders    the  jeveral  Claims 

madej 
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made  to  them.  As  firjly  By  Divine 
Right.  Secondly  y  By  the  Gifts  of  Kings 
and  Princes.  Thirdly^  By  the  Lzws  of 
Kings  and  Parliaments.  Fourthly,  By 
Particular  Gifts,  Appropriation^  Con- 
fecration  and  Donation  of  the  Owners 
of  the  Land.  Fifthly ^  By  Prefcription 
and  Legal  Poffeffian.  Sixthly^  By  Pur- 
chale.  The  Arguments  advanced  for 
each  of  thefe  Claims^  are  particularly 
anfwer*d ;  aud^  the  Author  fays,  he 
laboured  diligently  for  t'wo  Tears  and 
more^  to  inform  himfelf fully  what  could 
be  alledgd  for  them,^  i^see  p.30 

But  obferving^  that  he  is  not  fo  full 
in  his  Anfisoers  to  the  Arguments  for  the 
Divrne  Right  a^  he  might  have  been^ 
giving^  "we  think^  this  as  a  Reafon  for 
)t,  '  *Tho'  Divine  Right,  fays  he,^.^^^^^^^ 
^  hath  been  long  pretended,  few  are 
^  now  left  who  will  only  ftand  to  it, 
^  and  the  generality,  both  of  Lavi^ 
^  yersy  Triefis  and  Teople^  are  of  a 
•  contrary  Mind ; '  vue  have  cfflleJied 
and  put  together  in  an  Appendix,  fuch 
Arguments  as  'we  found  advanced againfi 
the  'Divine  Right  of  Tithes^  in  Pieces 
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puhlijh\i  either  fome  Tears  before^  or 
frejently  after ^  this  Author  s  ;  by  'which 
the  Reader  may  judge^  'whether  any  of 
them  could  have  that  Force  upon  the  Ge- 
nerality of  Lawyers^  Triefts  and  Teo^ 
fie,  as  to  make  them  of  a  contrary  Alind. 
And  ^iSje  thought  fuch  aCoUedton  might 
have  this  farther  Service^  that  in  lime 
tocome^  it  might  prevent  Authors  from 
advancing  Reafons  and  Arguments  for 
the  divine  Right  of  Tithes^  as  fome 
have  done  very  lately^  which  were  juUy 
anfzver^d  and  confuted  fo  long  ago. 

In  this  Append  ix,  we  have  alfo  giv- 
en a  fhort  Account  how  the  Author 
came  to  embrace  the  "principles  of  the: 
People  caU^d  Quakers^  and  in  what 
Manner  fome  of  the  Fir  ft  of  them  ap- 
pescr^d^  and  puhlifh^d  their  ^Do^rine  and 
principles  in  this  Nation^  and  the  Op* 
fofition  they  met  with  from  the  Teach- 
ers of  thofe  Times^  for  preaching  a- 
gainji  Tithes  and  Hireling  Minifiers. 
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THE 

Author's  Preface 

Great  Cafe^of  ¥lTHES. 

To  the  Country-Men^  Farmers, 
aW  Husbandmen  (?/ England. 

IT  is  for  your  Sakes  that  this  fmall 
Treatife  is  lent  abroad,  that  in  a 
matter  wherein  you  are  fo  much  con- 
cern'd,  you  might  be  truly  informed : 
And  becaufe  there  are  many  differing 
Opinions,  and  of  late  Years  have  been 
great  Difputes,  concerning  the  Right 
of  Tithes,  which  makes  the  Cafe 
feem  difficult  to  be  refolded,  I  have 
given  you  the  Subftance  of  all  that 
ever  I  could  find  written,  qr  heat 
difcourfed,  touching  that  Point;  and 
for  more  than  Two  Years  laft  paft, 
I  have  made  much  Enquiry  into  it; 
and  if  there  be  any  who  have  fome- 
thing  to  fay  for  them,  which  is  not 
herein  touched,  or  in  fome  general 
B  Head 
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Head  comprehended,    it  (hall  be  ac* 
ceptable  to  me  to  receive  it* 

The  Method  of  the  DIfcourfe. 

Fir  ft,  I  have  begun  with  Tithing  a- 
mong  the  Jews,  ^which^  either  in  Tre^ 
cept  or  Example^  is  the  Foundation  of 
all  others. 

Secondly,  J  have  given  you  a  fbort 
View  of  the  Doftrines,  Opinions,  De- 
crees and  Practices  of  the  Trimitive 
Church  concerning  them^  and  from  thence 
downward  untill  this  ^Day^  which  is 
enough  to  clear  the  whole  Toint. 

Thirdly,  Out  ofxphich^  having  made 
fome  Jhort  Obfervations,  I  fiate  the 
Cafe  as  it  concerns  us  in  England. 

Fourthly^  j4nd  then  hearing  what 
every  one  hath  to  fay  for  them^  andgiv^ 
ing  them  particular  Jinfwers  ; 

Fifthly,  1  proceed  to  fatisfy  fome 
great  ObjeHionSy  and  fo  conclude  the 
whoky  in  as  much  Brevity  as  the  ^- 
riety  of  the  SuhjeSl  would  permit. 

A.  p. 

THE 
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GREAT    CASE 

O  F 

TITHES,  &c. 


Of  Tithing  among  the  Jew  s, 

GO  D  having  chofen  j^aron  and  his  Sons  for 
the  Office  of  the  Priefthood,  and  the  reft 
of  the  Tribe  of  Levi  for  the  Service  of  the 
Tabernacle,  he  gave  unto  the  Levites  all  the  Tenth 
in  Iffael  for  an  Inheritance  for  their  Service,  and 
they  were  to  have  no  Inheritance  among  the  Chil- 
dren of  Ifrael. 

And  the  Levites  out  of  their  Tithe,  were  to 
offer  up  an  Heave-Offering  of  it  for  the  Lord, 
even  the  tenth  Part  of  the  Tithe,  and  give  it  unto 
Aaron  the  Prieft  for  himfelf  and  his  Sons  -,  and  no 
other  Portion  had  the  Priefts  out  of  the  Tithes,  but 
they  were  for  the  Levites  that  did  the  common  Ser- 
vices of  the  Tabernacle,  for  the  Strangers,  for  the 
Fatherlefs  and  the  Widows. 

Besides  the  tenth  of  the  Tithe,  the  Priefts  had 
the  firft  ripe  Fruits  of  the  Ground,    of  Wheat,  of  ^f«^*i^*4 
Barley,  of  Figs,    of  Grapes,  of  Olives,  of  Pom- 
granates  and  Dates,  at  what  Quantity  the  Owner 
pleafed  j  an  Heave-Offering  alfo  of  Corn,  Wine,  r.  At  t,- 
B  2  Oyl,    ^**^*    - 
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Oyl,  Fleece,  and  the  like,  was  given  to  the  Priefls 
ac^th£~iixticth  Part,  Ibmetimes  at  the  fiftieth  or 
more,  at  the  Devotion  of  the  Owner. 

Of  Cattle  alfo  the  Firftborn   were  the  Lord's,    j 
i  1^.2  P^^^  ^^  ^^^^  Priefts,  of  clean  Beafls  in  kind,  of  un-    j 
^^  '  ^'    clean  in  Money,    with  a  fifth  Part  added  :    Alfo 
divers  Parts  of  the  Sacrifices  were  appointed  for 
the  Priefts. 

But  no  Tithes  did  the  Priefls  receive  of  the  Peo- 
ple •,  for  thofe  belonged  to  the  Levites  that  were 
appointed  over  the  Tabernacle,  and  the  Inflru- 
nlcnts  thereof,  to  bear  it,  to  take  it  down,  and  fee 
it  up,  to  ferve  Aaron  and  his  Sons,  and  to  do  the 
Services  of  the  Tabernacle,  and  keep  the  Inftru- 
ments  thereof  •,  and  their  Service  chiefly  was  upon 
removing  of  the  Hoft  •,  for  better  ordering  where- 
of, and  every  ones  Service,  they  were  divided  into 
three  Parts,  the  Kohathites^  the  Gerjhonites  and  the 
Merariles,  and  thefe  received  Tithes  of  the  People, 
ant}  out  of  them,  a  tenth  Part  they  delivered  to 
the  Priefls. 

Afterwards,  when  Soio?non  had  builded  a 
Temple,  and  placed  the  Ark  therein^  other  OfH- 
iChro7?,26  ces  were  appointed  for  the  Levites  ;  one  Part  of 
30,  CS'  32.  them  were  to  be  Singers;  another  to  be  Porters, 
and  take  the  Charge  of  the  Gates  of  the  Temple  ; 
another  to  be  Keepers  of  the  Treafury  :  others  of 
them  alfo  were  placed  abroad  in  the  Country,  on 
the  Wefl  Side  of  Jordan  one  Thoufand  feven  Hun- 
dred, and  on  the  Eaft  Side  two  Thoufand  {even 
Hundred. 

By  this  Time  alfo  the  Poflerity  of  Aaron  being 
much  increafed,  the  Priefls  were  divided  into  twen- 
ty four  Ranks  or  Courfes,  according  to  the  Names 
of  their  Families,  and  every  ones  Attendance  was 
required  by  Turns  *,  and  hereupon  Zacharias  is 
faid  to  be  of  the  Coiwfe  of  Ahiay  ajid  to  execute 

the 
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the  Priefts  Office,  and  burn  Incenfe  as  his  Turn 
came,  Luke'i.  and  the  firft  of  the  firft  Rnnk  had 
the  Pre-eminence,  and  was  the  High-Prieftj  and 
fo  every  one  according  to  their  Precedericy  were 
preferred.  ;    ;  . 

The  Levites,  that  were  Singers,  were,  divided 
as  the  Priefts,'  into  twenty  four  Ranks  or  Courfes  ; 
the  Porters  into  five  Parts,  one  Part  to  every  of 
the  four  Gates  of  the  Temple,  and  the  hf th  to 
Afuppm^  \.^x\\^Coimcil-Houfe. 

The  Treafury  was  generally  committed  to  one, 
as  the  chief,  but  under  him  to  two  Sorts  of  -other 
Officers  -,  one  to  keep  the  Treafures  of  the  Hbufe 
of  the  Lord,  and  thofe  Things  that  were  offered  to 
the  Lord;  and  the  other  to  keep  the  dedicate 
I'hings  :  In  thefe  Treaiuries  were  put  the  fecond 
Tithes,  the  Offerings  of  all  forts  of  People,  which 
were  for  the  Ufes  and  Services  of  the  Temple,  for 
the  Fatherlefs,  the  Stranger,  and  the  Widow. 

Aeter  the  Captivity,  and  new  Dedication  of 
the  Temple,  it  appears,  that  in  many  particulars, 
their  Laws,  Ordinances  and  Cuftoms,  were  very 
much  changed,  efpecially  in  this  of  Tithing  :  But 
not  being  much  pertinent  to  this  Difcourfe,  I  fliall 
pafs  them  over  ♦,  only  from  thefe  fliort  Hints,  let 
the  Reader  underftand,  that  though  the  Priefls  and 
Levites  were  both  of  the  Tribe  of  Z,m,  yet  was  the 
Priefthood  fetled  in  the  Sons  of  Aaron^  and  the 
Offices  of  the  Priefts  were  quite  different  from  the 
LeviteSy  and  fo  was  their  Maintenance  diftind,  as 
before  is  herein  plainly  ffiewed. 

These  Priefts  and  Levites  being  feparated  fbr 
the  Work  of  the  Lord,  in  the  Tabernacle  and  in 
the  Temple  they  miniftred  according  to  the  Ordi- 
nances of  the  firfl  Covenant,  which  were  Figures 
for  the  Time  then  prefent,  and  Shadows  of  good 
Things  to  come. 

B3  ^ 
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JL  View  of  the  DoBrineSy  Decrees  and  Practices 
(?/"  T  I  T  H  I  N  G,  from  the  Infancy  of  the 
Chriftian  Church,  until  this  Day, 

BU  T  in  the  Fulnefs  of  Time,  God  raifed  up 
another  Prieft,  Chrift  Jefus,  who  was  not  of 
the  Tribe  of  L^2,  nor  confecrated  after  the  Order 
of  Aaron  •,  for  he  pertained  to  another  Tribe,  of 
which  no  Man  gave  Attendance  at  the  Altar,  who 
(having  obtained  a  more  excellent  Miniftry,  of  a 
greater  and  more  perfeft  Tabernacle,  not  of  the 
former  Building,  being  the  Sum  and  Subftance  of 
all  the  Patterns  of  Things  under  the  firft  Cove- 
nantj  put  an  End  to  the  firft  Priefthood,  with  all 
its  Shadows,  Figures,  and  carnal  Ordinances,  and 
changing  the  Priefthood,  which  had  a  Command 
to  take  tithes  of  their  Brethren,  there  was  made  of 
NecefTity  alfo  a  Change  of  the  Law,  and  a  difan- 
nulling  of  the  Commandment  going  before,  which 
was  but  impofed  until  the  Time  of  Reformation. 

And  the  Apoftles  and  Minifters  of  Chrift  Jejus^ 
when  he  had  finifhed  his  Office  upon  Earth,  by 
offering  up  himfelf  through  the  Eternal  Spirit,  a 
Sacrifice  without  Spot  unto  God,  did  not  look 
back  to  the  Ordinances  of  the  former  Priefthoody 
but  teftified  an  End  was  put  unto  them  -,  and  wil- 
neffed  againft  the  Temple,  wherein  the  Priefts  mi- 
niftred,  for  which  Stephen  was  ftoned  to  Death  ; 
againft  Circumcifion,  faying.  It  was  not  that  of  the 
Flejh  \  againft  the  Pailbver,  Priefts,  ^c,  and. 
preached  up  Chrift  Jefus  and  his  Dodrine,  the  new 
and  living  Way,  which  was  not  made  manifeft 
while  as  the  firil  Tabernacle  was  ftanding.  Nor 
did  they  go  about  to  eftablifli  the  Law  by  which 
tithes  were  given  in  the  former  Priefthood^  but 
freely  they  preached  the  Gofpel  which  they  had  re- 
ceived. 
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ceived,  and  did  not  require  any  fetled  Maintenance, 
but  lived  of  the  free  Oifcrings  and  Contributions  of 
the  Saints,  who  by  their  Miniilry  were  turned  to 
Chrift  Jefus. 

At  y^r/(/^/(?;«  and  thereabouts,  fuchwas  the  U- 
nity  of  Heart  among  the  Saints  in  the  Apoflles  ^5^4.34, 
Time,  that  all  Things  were  in  common,  and  none 
wanted  •,  and  as  many  as  were  PofTefibrs  of  Lands 
or  Houfes,  fold  them,  and  brought  the  Price  and 
laid  it  down  at  the  Apoilles  Feet,  and  it  was  diftri- 
buted  unto  every  Man  according  as  he  had  Need. 

So  the  Church  gathered  by  (a)  Mark  at  Alexan- 
dria in  ^gypt-i  followed  the  fame  Rule  as  the  Saints 
did  at  Jerufalem,  having  all  Things  in  common  : 
And  Philo  Judcssus  a  famous  Author  of  that  Time, 
reporteth,  that  not  only  there,  but  in  many  other 
Provinces,  the  Chriftians  lived  together  in  Societies. 

In  the  Churches  at  Antioch,  the  Saints  poffefled  ABsii.i^ 
every  Man  his  own  Eftate  ;  fo  likewife  in  Galatia  iCor.16.3 
and  Corinth^  where  the  Apoftle  ordained,  that 
"Weekly-Offerings  for  the  Saints  fhould  be  made 
by  every  one  as  God  had  bleffed  him  •,  and  by 
thefe  Offerings  (which  were  put  into  the  Hands  of 
the  Deacons  of  the  Churches)  were  all  the  Services 
and  Needs  of  the  Church  fupplied. 

{h)  By  Example  of  thefe,  the  Courfe  of  Monthly 
Offerings  fucceeded  in  the  next  Ages,  not  exaded, 
but  freely  given  at  the  Bounty  of  every  Man,  as 
appears  plainly  by  Tertullian  in  Apolog.  ch.  2,9- 
where,  upbraiding  the  Gentiles  with  the  Piety  and 
Devotion  of  Chriftians,  he  faith,  JVhatfoever  we 
have  in  the  Treafury  of  our  Churches ^  is  not  raifed  by 
Taxation,  as  though  we  put  Men  to  ranfom  their  Re^ 
ligion,  hut  every  Man  once  a  Months  or  when  it 
B  4  pleafeth 


C/t)  Hieron.  in  vita  Marc. 

{b)  Vide  Synod*  Gan^r.  Can.  60. 
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fhafeth  himfelf^  heftoweth  what  he  thinks  good^  and 
not  without  he  liftetb  •,  for  no  Man  is  compelled^  hut 
left  free  to  his  own  Difcretlon  :  and  that  which  is  given  ^ 
is  not  befiowed  in  Vanity^  but  in  relieving  the  Pocr^ 
and  upon  Children  deftitute  of  Parents^  and  Mainte- 
nance of  aged  and  feeble  Ferfons^  Men  wrecked  by 
Sea,  and  fuch  as  are  condemned  to  the  Metal-Mines^ 
hanijhed  into  IJlands^  or  caft  into  Prifon^  P^ofe£ing 
the  true  God^  and  theChriJlian  Faith. 

And  this  Way  of  Contribution  continued  in  the 
Church,  till  the  great  Perfecution  under  Muximi- 
man  and  Dioclefian^  about  the  Year  304,  as  (c)  Eu- 
Jebius  tefbifieth,  which  alfo  appears  by  the  Wv'i^ 
tm^s  of  Tertullian,  Origen^  Cyprian^  and  others. 

About  this  Time  alio,  iome  Lands  began  to 
be  given  to  the  Church,  and  the  Revenue  of 
them  was  brought  into  the  Treafury  of  the  Church, 
and  belonged  to  the  Church  in  common,  and  was 
diftributed  as  other  Offerings,  by  the  Deacons 
and  Elders  ;  but  the  Bifhops  or  Minifters  medled 
not  therewith  :  for  (d)  Origen  faith,  //  is  not  law.- 
fill  for  any  Minifier  of  the  Church  to  pojfefs  Lands 
(given  to  the  Church)  to  his  own  Ufe  •,  And  called  to 
the  Minifters,  Let  us  depart  frofu  the  Priefts  of 
PHARAOH,  who  enjoy  earthly  Pojfejfions,  to  the 
Priefls  of  the  LORD,  •  who  have  no  Portion  in  the 
Earth.  And  in  another  Place  he  faith,  Itbehoveth 
lis  to  be  faithful  in  difpofing  the  Rents  of  the  Church, 
that  wc  our  felves  devour  not  thofe  things  which  be- 
long  to  the  Widows.,  and  the  Poor.,  and  let  us  he  con- 
tent withfimple  Diet.,  and  neceffary  Apparel.  And 
(e)  Urban  Bifliop  of /?{?;;/(?,  Anno  227,  did  declare, 
'Xhat  the  Church  might  receive  Lands  and  Pojfejfwns 

offered 


(c)  Eufeb,  lib.  4.  ch.  22. 
(</)  16  Homily  upon  Gehelis,  foi..2^.  ch.  3, 
(0  Urban  i,  in  Epjft.c.  I2.(^.'i»c.  161. 
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offered  by  the  Faithful^  hut  7tGt  to  any  particular 
J\dan's  Benefit^  hut  that  the  Revenues  thereof  fiouid 
he  difirihuted  as  other  Offerings^  as  Need  required. 

f/ J  Cyprian  Bifliop  of  Carthage^  about  the 
Year  250,  alfo  teftifieth  the  fame,  and  fheweth, 
that  the  Church  maintained  many  Poor,  and  that 
her  own  Diet  was  fparing  and  plain,  and  all  her 
JExpences  full  of  Frugality. 

(g)  Prosper  alfo  laith,  that 'a  Minlfcer  able 
to  live  of  himfelf,  ought  not  to  participate  of 
the  Goods  of  the  Church  *,  for  faith  he.  They 
that  have  of  their  otvn^  and  yet  dejire  to  have  fome- 
what  given  them.,  do  not  receive  it  without  great  Sin.  ' 

{h)  The  Council  at  Antioch,  Anno  340,  (find- 
ing that  much  Fault  had  been  among  the  Deacons, 
to  whom  it  properly  belonged)  did  ordain,  that 
the  Bifhops  might  diftribute  the  Goods  of  the 
Church,  but  required  that  they  took  not  any 
Part  to  themfelves,  br  to  the  Ufe  oi  the  Priefts 
and  Brethren  that  lived  with  them,  unlefs  that  Ne- 
cefTity  did  juftly  require  it,  ufing  the  Words  of 
theApofhle,  Having  Food  and  Raiment^  he  there- 
with content. 

In  thefe  Times,  in  many  Places,  the  Chriftian 
Converts  joined  themfelves  in  Societies,  and  chofe 
a  feparate  Life,  felling  what  they  had,  and  living 
together  in  common,  after  the  Example  of  the 
former  Saints  about  Jerufalem^  as  {i)  Chryfojlom 
notes,  who  lived  about  the  Year  400,  by  whofe 
Writings  it  alfo  appears,  that  there  was  not  the 
leafl  Ufe  or  Pradlice  of  the  Payment  of  Tithes  in 
thofe  former  Ages. 

The  Church  now  living  altogether  by  free  Of- 
ferings of  Land^s,  Money  and  Goods,    the  People 

were 

J — J  .  .:  ..    ... 

C/)  Cyi:>rian  Epift.  27,  34,  36. 
{g)  Lib.  21.  clevitacontemplatiya. 
Sh)  Con.  Ant.  cap.  25. 
(i )    HoiH,  ^1,  ]n  A^a  Tpm.  6*  Edit,  $aviliana,  pag.  S^j, 
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were  much  prelTed  to  bountiful  Contributions  for 
holy  Ufes,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  Writings  of 
(k)  Hiefom  and  Chryfijlom^  who  brought  the  Jew- 
iff  Liberaliry  in  their  Payments  of  Tenths,  for  an 
Example,  beneath  which  they  would  not  have 
Chriftians  determine  their  Charity  ;  wiiere  Chry- 
fo/lom  fays,  he  fpeaks  thefe  Things  not  as  com- 
manding or  forbidding  that  they  ihould  give  more, 
yet  as  thinking  it  fir,  that  they  fliould  not  give 
lefs  than  the  tenth  Part.  (I)  Hierom  alio  doth 
earneilly  admonifh  them  to  give  bountifully  to  the 
Poor,  and  double  Honour  to  him  that  labours  in 
the  Lord's  Work  *,  not  binding  at  all  to  offer 
this  or  that  Part,  leaving  them  to  their  own  Li- 
berty, but  prefling  they  might  not  be  more  fhort 
than  the  Jews  were. 

(7n)  Ambrose  who  was  Bilhopof  Milan,  about 
the  Year  400,  preached  up  Tenths  to  be  offered 
up  for  holy  Ufes,  fas  the  Phrafe  then  was)  as  may 
be  fcen  in  his  Sermon  of  Repentance  ;  but  his  Au- 
thority he  produceth  wholly  from  Mofes^s  Wri- 
tings, and  quotes  divers  Sentences,  and  threatens 
the  People,  that  if  they  would  not  pay  their 
Tenths,  God  would  reduce  them  to  a  Tenth. 

In  like  Manner  (f?)  Auguftn  Bilhop  of  HippOy 

hath 


(k)  Homil.  43.  ad  Epift-  i.  ad  Corinth,  in  cap.  16. 
(/;  Ad  cap.  3.  Malachiae. 
{m}  Tom.  5.  Serm.  fer.  2.  poft  dom.  i.  quadragefima,  & 
vide  Serm.  in  Afcenf.  Domini. 

(>;)  In  Serm.  de  temp,  in  Tom.  10.  H.cc  eft  (Taith  he)  Do- 
mini juftifiima  confuetudo,  ut  fi  tu  iUi  decimamnon  dedcris, 
tu  ad  (lecimam  revoceris. 

And  afterrvirds  with  much  Earnc/inefs,  Decimat  ex  de- 
bito  rcquiruntur,  &  qui  eas  dare noluerit,  resalienas  invafit ; 
&quanci  pauperesinlocisubi  ipfe  habitat,  illo  decimas  non 
dante,  tame  mortui  fucrint,  tantorum  homicidiorum  reus 
ante  Tribunal  aeterni  judicis  apparebit,  quia  a  Domino  pau- 
peribiis  delegatum  fuis  ufibus  refer vavit.  Qui  ergo  fibi  aut 
prz-nium  comparare,  aut  Peccatorum  defiderat  indui^enti* 
am  promereri,  reddat  decimam. 
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hath  an  whole  Homily  for  the  Right  of  Tithes, 
who  calls  upon  thofe  that  have  no  p>uits  of  the 
Earth,  to  pay  the  Tenth  of  wharfoever  they  live 
by  ;  and  faith,  the  Negled:  of  Payment  of  Tithes 
is  the  Caufe  of  Sterility  and  Blading  -,  and  agrees 
with  Atnbrofe  in  his  Threats,  that  God  would  re- 
duce them  to  a  Tenth  ;  and  tells  them,  "  that  not 
"  paying  their  Tithes,  they  fnall  be  found  guilty 
"  at  God's  Tribunal,  of  the  Death  of  all  the  Poor 
''  that  perifli  through  Want,  in  the  Places  where 
"  they  dwell  ;  and  bids  them  that  would  either 
"  get  Reward,  or  defire  the  Pardon  of  their  Sins, 
"  to  pay  their  Tithes."  Thefe  two  great  Bifhops 
agree,  and  from  the  Law  given  to  the  IfraeltteSy 
take  their  whole  Dodrine,  and  impofe  their  own 
Opinion  with  fo  heavy  Penalties  :  But  yet  take 
Notice  to  what  End  they  required  them.  That  the 
Poor  might  not  want,  and  fay,  that  God  hath  re- 
ferved  them  for  their  Ufe. 

Leo  (called  the  great)  who  was  Po^e  from  440, 
to  460,  waslikewiie  very  earnefl  and  large  in  ftir- 
ring  up  every  Man's  Devotion  to  offer  to  the 
Church  part  of  his  received  Fruits,  but  fpcaks  not 
a  Word  of  any  certain  Quantity,  as  may  appear 
by  his  Sermons  Be  jejunio  decimi  men/is  ^  EleemG-^ 
fynis, 

SEVBRiNalfo,  about  the  Year  470,  ftlrred  up 
the  Chriftians  in  Panonia^  who  in  Example  of  his 
Bounty,  gave  the  Tenth  of  their  Fruits  to  the 
Poor. 

(0)  Gregory  not  only  admonifheth  the  Pay* 
ment  of  Tithes  from  Mofes^s  Law,  but  alfo  tlie 
obferving  the  Time  of  Lent^  confiding  of  fix 
Weeks,  out  of  which  take  the  «S«;/^<3yj,    and  there 

remain 


^  (9)  Horn.  i5.  in  Evang.  &  dift.  $.  de  confecrat,  c.  i^«  ^^ 
in  Lege  jubcmur  Domino  dccimam  rerwm  dare. 
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remain  thirty  fix  Days,  the  tenth  Part  of  the 
Year,  Fraftions  of  Days  omitted  ;  this  Tenth  of 
Time  he  would  have  given  to  God,  laying,  T'Fe 
are  commanded  in  the  haw  to  give  the  Tenth  of  all 
Things  unto  God. 

And  from  the  Opinions  of  thefe,  and  other  an- 
cient Fathers,  who  took  their  Ground  from  the 
•LaW,  Tithes.,  Rafter.,  Pentccoft^  and  other  Tilings, 
came  to  be  introduced  and  brought  into  the  Church. 

(p)  But  notwithftanding  the  Dodlrine,  and  hard 
Threats  of  fome  "of  the  great  Bifhops  of  that  Time, 
it  was  not  a  generally  received  Doctrine,  that 
Tithes  ought  to  be  paid,  nor  till  about  the  Year 
800,  was  any  Thing  by  the  then  Church  determin- 
ed or  ordained,  touching  the  Qi^antity  that  fliould 
be  given,  though  (no  doubt)  in  many  Places,  a- 
mongfl:  the  Offerings  of  the  devouter  Sort,  Tenths, 
or  greater  Parts  of  their  Annual  Increafe  were 
given,  according  to  the  Dodlrine  of  Amhrofe  and 
others. 

{q)  The  Offerings  of  the  Church  in  thofe  Age*^, 
were  received  and  difpofed  of  in  Maintenance  of  the 
Priefts^  and  Relief  of  thofe  that  were  diltreffed  ; 
neither  had  the  Yriefts  fuch  a  particular  Interefl  in 
the  Profits  received,  as  of  late  Time  they  have 
ufurped  ;  all  that  was  received,  wherefoever  in 
the  Bilhoprick,  was  a  common  Treafury,  and 
was  difpenfed,  one  fourth  Part  to  the  Priejfls,  out 
of  which  everyone  had  his  Portion  i  another  fourth 
Part  to  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  Sick,  and  Strangers  -, 
■A  third  to  the  building  and  repairing  of  Places  for 

publick 


(p)  As  is  teftified  by  Agobxri  Biftiop  of  Lyonsy  an  highly 
efteemed  Man,  in  his  Treatife  Ded/fpenfatione,  Sx.c.  contn 
Sacrilefos,  pa§e  276. 

(q)  Be  not  offended  at  the  Word  Pr/>y?,  ho  other  can  be 
^ivcn  to  this  Age ;  for  the  Title,  as  then  'twas  given  to  them, 
ib  itwas  owned  by  them. 
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publick  Meetings,  called  Ciiurches  •,  and  the  fourth 
to  the  Bifliop.  And  generally  then,  the  Bifliop 
lived  in  fome  Monallery,  and  his  Clergy  with  him, 
from  whence  he  fent  them  out  to  preach  within  the 
Countries  in  his  Diocefs,  and  there  they  received 
fuch  Oiierings  as  were  made,  and  brought  them 
to  the  Treafury. 

Amd  though  divers  of  the  Fathers,  Popes  and 
Biilnops,  did  declare  that  Tithes  were  due,  and 
ought  to  be  paid  ;  none  of  the  firft  eight  general 
Councils  of  the  (^r J  Church,  did  ever  fo  much  as 
mention  the  Name  of  Tithes,  or  declare  them  a 
Duty.  The  ninth,  held  at  Lateran  under  Pope 
C^/iAT/z/j  the  fecond,  about  the  Year  1119,  menti- 
ons Tithes,  but  fpeaks  only  of  thofe  which  had 
been  given  to  the  Church  by  fpecial  Confecration  ; 
fo  doth  alfo  the  Council  held  under  P.  Alexander 
the  third,  Amo  1 1 80,  but  that  only  inhibits  Ap- 
propriations to  Religious  Houfes,  without  AfTent 
of  aBilhop  ;  for  at  that  Time,  People  being  led 
to  believe,  that  their  Tithes  ought  to  be  given  for 
the  Ufe  of  the  Poor,  did  chiefly  difpofe  them  to  the 
Heads  and  Governours  of  Religious  Houfes,  who 
kept  open  Hofpicality  for  the  Poor,  and  Enter- 
tainment oi Strangers,  and  were  efteemed  holy,  as 
good  Treafi-irers  for  the  Needy,  who  took  Care  of 
Diflribution  of  them,  as  is  teftified  by  Cajfian  the 
Hermit.  But  that  Council  feeing  much  given  to 
the  Poor,  little  to  the  Priefts,  made  that  Decree 
to  rettrain  the  People's  Freedom  ;  and  indeed,  by 
this  Time,  much  Wickednefs  was  crept  into  thefc 
Houfes,  as  Hiftories  relate. 

Nor  was  any  Law,  Canon,  or  Conftitution  of 
any  general  Council  as  yet  found,  that  purpofely 

commanded 


('')  IcallitChunh,  ieeaufe  it  was  then  fa  efleemed ',   J  mufi 
ufe  fuch  Worii  at  m,ij/givstbs  ^4(f?r  a  K^QVfkdge  of  what  Ifn/. 
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Commanded  the  Payment  of  Tithes,  nor  any  that 
exprefly  iuppofed  them  a  Duty  of  common  Rights 
before  the  Council  of  Laterally  held  in  the  Yeaf 
1 2 1 5,  under  Pope  Innocent  the  third  •,  about  which 
Time,  the  Pope's  Authority  was  grown  powerful, 
and  the  Canons  more  received  into  pra6ticc,  that 
before  were  little,  cfpecially  herein,  obeyed. 

(s)  About  the  Years  8oo,  900,  1000,  and 
after,  Tithes  w6re  called  the  hordes  Goods ^  the 
Patrmon'jof  the  Poor^  &c.  Whence  alfo  the  Coun- 
cil at  Nants  (t)  declared,  the  Clergy  were  not  to 
ufe  them  as  their  own,  but  as  commended  to  their 
Truft  ;  and  they  were  not  then  given  for  the  Cler- 
gy, but  to  be  difpofed  of  for  the  Ufes  of  the  Poor. 

And  at  this  Time,  no  Regard  was  had  to  the 
Nature  of  the  Increafe  •,  but  whatfoever  did  arife 
in  Profit,  whether  by  Trade,  Merchandize,  or 
Hufbandry,  the  tenth  was  required  to  be  paid  for 
Tithes, 

But  Hill,  the  People  had  more  Mind  to  give 
them  for  the  Poor  than  the  Pr lefts ^  as  may  be  un- 
derftood  by  the  Complaint  of  («j  Pope  Innocent  the 
third,  who  cried  out  againft  thofe  that  gave  their 
Tithes  and  firll  Fruits  to  the  Poor^  and  not  to  the 
Priefts,  as  heinous  Offenders  j  his  own  Words  take 
in  the  Margin. 

Also,  in  a  general  Council  held  at  Lyons, 
under  Pope  Gregory  the  tenth,  in  the  Year  1274,  it 

was 


fj)  Resdominicz,  dominica  fubftantia,  Dei  cenfus,  Pa- 
trimonia  pauperum,  tributa  egentium  animarum,  ftipendia 
paupcrum  hofpitum  Peregrinorum. 

(t)  Non  quafi  fuis,  fed  quali  commendatis,  non  abhominl- 
bus,  fedab  iplb  Deo  funt  inftitut*. 

(u)  He  preaching  on  Zacheus's  Charity ^faysy  Dedit  propriam, 
&  reddidit  alienum.  Graviter  ergo  peccant  qui  decimas  & 
primitias  non  reddunt  SacerUotibus,  fed  easpro  voluntate  di- 
ftribuunt  indigentibus. 


The  Great  Cafe  of  Tithes,  &c, 

was  conflituted,  (x)  that  it  Ihould  not  thenceforth 
be  lawful  for  Men  to  give  their  Tithes  of  their  own 
Pleafure,  where  they  would,  as  it  had  been  before, 
but  pay  all  their  Tithes  to  the  Mother-Church.  By 
thefe  it  may  be  feen,  that  though  the  People,  who 
then  generally  were  Papifts^  did  believe  they  ought 
to  pay  them,  yet  were  they  free  to  dilpofe  them 
where  they  pleafed,  till  thefe  Popjb  Councils  re- 
flrained  their  Liberty. 

But  the  great  Decree  which  fpeaks  nrioft  plain, 
and  till  which,  nothing  was  given  forth  which  did 
diredly  conftitute  them,  but  rather  ftill  fuppofed 
them  as  due  by  fome  former  Right,  was  made  at 
the  ( y )  Council  of  'Trent,  under  Pope  Pius  the  . 
fourth,  about  the  Year  1560.  And  yet  that  great 
Council  followed  the  Doctrine  of  their  Father,  and 
faid,  they  were  due  to  God,  and  had  no  new  Au- 
thority for  their  great  Decree,  which  they  com- 
mand to  be  obeyed  under  the  Penalty  of  Excom- 
munication. 

Having  thus  briefly  run  over  the  Ecclefiaftical 
State  abroad,  from  the  Infant-purity  of  the  Church, 
to  the  Height  of  the  Papal  Domination,  and  given 
SL  fmall  Glimpfe  through  every  Age  to  the  Point  in 

Hand  ; 


fx)  Ut  nullihominum  deinceps  liceat  decimas  fuas  ad  li" 
bitum  uc  antea  ubivclletafiignare,  fed  Matrici  Ecclefiae  om- 
nes  decimas  perfolverent. 

(y  )  Non  funt  ferendiquivariisartibus  decimas  Ecclefiis 
ohvenientesfubftraheremoliuntur,  autquiab  aliis  folvendas 
temeieoccHpant,  &  in  rem  fuam  vertunt,  cum  decimarum 
folutio  debita  fit  Deo,  &  qui  eas  dare  noluerint,  aut  dantes 
inipediunt,  res  alienas  invadunt :  Prascipit  igitur  fanOa  Sy- 
nodus,  omnibus  cujufciinque  gradus  &  conditionis  fmt,  ad 
quosdecimarum  folutio  fpedar,  uteas  (ad  quas  de  jure  te- 
nentur)  in  pofterum  Cathedrali  aut  quibufcunque  aliis  Ecde- 
fiisvelperfonis,  quibus  legitime  debcniur,  integre  perfbi- 
vant:  Quiveroeas  aut  fubftrahunt,  aut  impediunt,  Excom- 
municentnr :  Nee  ab  hoc  crimine,  nifi  plena  reflitutione  fc- 
cuca  abfolvantur* 
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Hand  ;  I  fliall  now   more  particularly  return  to' 
what  may  concern  this  Nation. 

•I  Shall  not  trouble  the  Reader  with  a  Relation 
of  Jofepb  of  Arlmathca^  and  his  eleven  Difciples 
coming  into  Britain^  fent  by  Philip  the  Apoftle, 
in  the  Reign  of  ArviraguSy  as  Hiftories  report  v 
nor  ofthe  Converfion  of  King  Lucius  afterwards, 
who  is  fiid  to  give  great  Endowments  to  the  Churchy 
nor  of  xht  Britijh  Cbriftians:  Nothing  at  all  ap- 
pearing of  the  Payment  of  Tithes  in  their  Days: 
But  pafllng  by  them,  and  thofe  many  Years, 
wherein  the  barbarous  Saxons  over-ran  this  Nation, 
exercifing  moft  cruel  Perfecutions,  till  the  very 
Name  of  Chriflian  was  blotted  out,  and  thofe  Hea- 
thens feated  in  the  quiet  PofTefllon  of  a  fevenfold 
Kingdom  in  this  Land. 

About  the  Year  600,  or  foon  after,  Gregory 
the  firft,  then  Pope  of  Rome^  fent  over  Auguftin 
the  Monk  into  England^  by  whom  Ethelhert  King 
of  Kent  was  converted  •,  and  by  him  and  his  Fol- 
,3owers,  in  procefs  of  Time,  other  Parts  of  the 
Nation,  and  others  of  the  Kings,  werealfo  brought 
to  their  Faith.  This  Auguftin  was  a  Canon  Regular^ 
and  both  he  and  his  Clergy,  for  long  Time  after, 
followed  the  Example  of  former  Ages,  living  in 
common  upon  the  Offerings  of  their  Converts  ^ 
and  thofe  that  received  them  were  joined  in  Soci- 
eties, in  Imitation  of  the  primitive  Pradlice,  hav-» 
ing  fuch  Direftiort  fent  him  by  Pope  Gregory,  that 
an  the  Tendcrnefsof  the  Saxon-Cbia^ch,  he  and  his 
Clergy  fhould  ifill  imitate  the  Community  of  all 
Things  ufed  In  the  primitive  Times  under  the  Apo- 
ilies,  that  they  might  not  make  their  Religion 
burthenfome. 

But  afterwc-^rds,  having  brought  a  great  Part 
of  the  Nation  to  their  Faith,  they  began  to  preach 
tip  the  old  Roman  Doctrine,  that  Tithes  ought  to 
be  paid  j  and  having  taught  tlie  People,    that  the 

Pardon 
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Pardon  of  Sin  might  be  merited  by  good  Works, 
and  the  Torments  of  Hell  be  avoided  by  their  cha- 
ritable Deeds,  It  was  no  hard  Matter,  when  that 
Was  believed,  to  perfwade  them  not  only  to  give 
their  Tithes,  but  alfo  their  Lands  ;  as  the  outward 
Riches  of  thofe  called  Religious  Houfes  then,  here 
and  elfewhere,  may  teftifie  •,  for  in  this  Nation, 
they  and  the  Clergy  had  almoft  gotten  the  third 
part  of  the  whole  Land  5  and  fo  befotted  were  the 
poor  ignorant  People,  that,  had  not  a  Law  a- 
gainft  Mortynain  prevented  it,  a  far  greater  ParC 
of  the  Nation  had  been  in  their  Hands. 

As  concerning  Laws  and  Canons  for  Tithes  a- 
niong  the  Saxons^  it  is  reported,  that  in  the  Year 
786,  two  Legates  were  fent  from  Pope  Hadrian. 
the  firfl,  to  Offa  King  of  Mercland^  and  Ml j wolf e 
King  of  Northumberland^  who  made  a  Decree, 
that  the  People  of  thofe  two  Kingdoms  fhould  pay 
Tithes. 

Also  x}ci2iX.  Mthelulph  King  of  the  tVeft-Saxons^  in 
the  Year  855,  made  a  Law,  that  the  Tithe  of  all 
hk  own  Lands,  fhould  be  given  to  God  and  his 
Servants,  and  fhould  be  enjoyed  free  from  all 
Taxes.  Great  Difference  is  amongft  Hiflorians  a- 
bout  this  Grant,  few  agreeing  in  the  Words  or 
Subflance  of  it,  as  Selden  fhews,  Tome  reflraining 
it  to  the  Tithe  of  his  own  Demefne  Lands  ;  others 
t6  theTenth  Part  of  his  Lands  ;  others  to  the  Tithe 
of  the  whole  Nation.  At  that  Time,  the  Natlorl 
being  under  great  and  heavy  PrefTures  by  Danijh 
Irruptions,  intefline  Wars,  great  Spoils  and  Mi- 
feries,  he  called  a  Council,  where  were  prefenc 
Bernredus  King  of  ('zj  Mercia,  and  Ed^ond  King 
of  Eaft-Angles^  and  they,  to  remove  the  heavy 
C  Judgments 


C-?)  Pro  meac  remedio  animae  &  Regni  &  populi.    lor  tkc 
Cure  of  mj/  ovon  SohIj  and  ofnj^-I^tjgdom  ami  FeopUt 
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Judgments  then  over  them,  grant  the  Tithe  of  all 
their  Land  to  God  and  his  Servants. 

King  Athelftone^  about  the  Year  ^^o^  King  Ed- 
7no?td,  about  the  Year  940,    King  Edgar^  about' 
tlie  Year  970,    King  Etbelred,    about  the   Year^ 
I  QIC,  limgKnute,  about  the  Year  1020,  Edward\ 
the  ConfeJJor,  and  others  of  the  Saxon  Kings,    made 
feveral  i  .aws  for  Tithes  as  Hiftories  report. 

The  Normans  afterwards  entring  this  Kingdom, 
and  fubduing  it  to  themfelves,  JVilliam  the  Con- 
queror confirmed  the  Liberties  of  the  Church  ;  fa 
did  Hen.  the  firft.  Hen.  2.  King  Stephen.,  and  it  may 
be,  others  of  the  fucceeding  Kings  did  the  like. 

Some  Epifcopal  Conflitutions  alfo  have  been 
made  to  the  fame  Effect  by  Robert  Winchelfe^, 
Arch-Bifliop  of  C7/7/^r^^/ry,  and  others. 

That  the  Reader  may  underfland  the  Principles 
upon  which  thefe  Men  aded,  and  the  Doctrine 
then  preached  amongfl  them,  and  received  and  be- 
lieved, I  Lave  inferted  in  the  Margin  the  (a)  Pre- 
amble of  a  Grant  of  King  Stephen, 

(^j  Quoniani  Divina  Mifericordia  providente  cognovinus 
effedifpoiitum,  (!s:  longc  latcq;  praedicanteEcclefia,  lonac  cm- 
nium  auribusdivulgatum  ;  Q^iod,  Eleemofynarum  largirione 
pnfTuntablblvi  vincula  peecatorum,  &  acquiri  ccelelHum  prac- 
mia  gciuJiorum  :  EgoStepha?iits  Dei  gratia  Jrtglcruy^  Rvx,  par- 
tem habere  volens  cum  illis  qui  fa*iici  commercio  Cceleftia 
}>ro  terrenis  commutant,  Dei  amore  compunftus,  &  pro  Hi- 
luceanimasmeGe^  Patrismoi  Matrifq;  mece,  &  omnium  Pa- 
rentum  meoriim,  ^antecefforum,  ^c. 

The  Preamble  ot  King  Suphens  Grant. 

Bcciiife  ihrou;^h  the  PtoviJence  of  divive  i^ercy^  we  kvow  it  to 
Is  fo  ordered^  and  by  the  Churches  publilhvj^!,  it  fir  and  near^  eve- 
ry Body  has  hs.ird,  thxthyte  Difirihutioti  of  Alms^  Pfrfons  iniy^ 
be  abjulv^d  from  the  Bonds  of  bin.,  and  acquire  the  I{^wards  of 
heaveviy  ^oys.  J  Ste\)hcn,  by  thfCract^  of  God,  /^"i,'  ot  En- 
gland, belnp^rvilhnp,  to  have  a  Part  withthem^  wh)  by  art  hippy 
hind  of  Trading  exchange  heavenly  mugs  for  earthly  ;  a  '  fiiiit^?t 
■rvhh  the  Love  of  Cody  and  forth'  Solvation  "/  my  oar"  Soul^and. 
the  Souls  of  my  father  and  Mother,  and  aU  my  tn^ef  nhers  ani 
Jinceitors,  6;c.'  And  fo  he  goes  on  and  confirms  divi  r>  Things 
that  divers  had  granted  to  the  Church,  »s  Tithes  and  othes 
3*hinSs, 


The  Great  Cafe  of  Tithes,  cfr. 

But  notwithftanding  the  many  Laws,  Canons 
and  Decrees,  of  Kings,  Popes,  Councils  and  Bi-  • 
fhops,  that  every  Man  ought  to  pay  the  Tenth 
Partof  hislncreafe,  yet  was  it  left  to  the  Owner, 
to  confer  it  where  he  pleafed,  which  made  fo  many 
rich  Abbies  and  Monafteries  ;  and  till  the  Year 
1 200  or  thereabouts,  every  one  gave  their  Tithes 
at  their  own  Pleafure,  which  made  Pope  Innocent(h) 
the  third,  fend  his  Decretal  EpiflLs  to  the  Bifhop 
of  Cajilerbury,  commanding  him  to  enjoyn  every 
Man,  to  pay  his  temporal  Goods  to  thofe  that  mi- 
niflredfpiritual  Things  to  them,  which  was  enforced 
C  2  '  by 


(b)  Pervenit  ad  audientiam  noftram,  quod  multi  in  Dioceli 
tua,  decimas  fuas  integras  vel  duas  partes  iplarutn  ncn  ill  is 
Eccleliis  in  quarum  parochiis habitant,  vel  ubi  prxiia  habent, 
&aquibus  Ecclefiaftica  prsecipiunt  Sacramenta,  perfolvunr, 
fed  eas  aliis  pro  fua  diftribuunt  volunrate  ;  Cum  igitur  in- 
convenicns  effe  videatur  &  a  ratione  diffirBile^uc  Eccleliae  qurg 
fpiritualia  leminant,  metere  non  debeant  a  fuis  parochianis 
temporalia& habere,  fraternitati  tuae  Authoritate  pr^fentium 
indulgemus,  ut  liceat  tibi  fuper  hoc,  non  obftante  contradicti- 
one  vel  appellatione  cujufllbet,  feuconfuetudine  hattenus  ob- 
fervat^,  quod  Canonicum  fuerit  ordinate  &facere,  ^  quod 
Statueris  per  ccnfuram  Ecclefiafticam  firmiter  obligate. 
Kulli  ergo,  ^c  Confirmationis,  CS'c.  Datum  Lateran,  2. 
Nonas  Julii. 

^he  Pope's  Decretal  Epiftle  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury^ 
We  hiving  heard,  thatminy  in  thy  Diccefs,  p^iythe  whole 
Tithes,  or  trvo  ?arts  of  them,  not  to  the  Churches  in  the  Pari  fie  s 
they  belong  to,  or  where  they  have  Farms,  and  from  which  they 
receive  the  Church  Sacraments,  but  they  di(iribme  them,  to  others 
according  to  their  own  Will.  As  therefore  it  feems  inconveni' 
ent  and  contrary  to  I{eafon,  that  the  Chwches  which  fow  fpirituxl 
Jhings,  Jijould  not  reap  and  receive  temporal  Tbins^s  frora  their 
oron  Farijlnoners'y  We  by  the  Authority  of  thefe  prefents,  grant  to 
thy  Brotherhood,  that  it  may  he  lawful  fur  thee,  upon  this,  vot- 
Tvithflanding  any  Oppofition  or  Appeal  whatever,  or  Cujiom  hi- 
therto obferv*d,  to  ordain  and  do  whx'foever  ii  Canonical  ;  and 
-what  thou  fjult  ordain,  to  bind  by  Ecdefiafiiul  Cenfure,  Let 
7ione  tkrefere,  &c.  lu  Confirmmon  jvhsrcofy  &c.  Given  at 
Xateran  the  4th  2? ay  of  July, 
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by  Ecclefiaflical  Cenfures  ;  and  this  was  the  fffil 
.Beginning  of  general  Parochial  Payment  of  Tithes 
in  England :  I  have  inferted  the  Pope's  own  Words 
in  the  Margin,  as  they  are  recorded  by  Cook^  in- 
the  fccond  Part  of  his  Injlitutes^  who  faith,  That 
becaiife  the  Pope's  Decree  feemed  reafonable,  ic 
was  admitted  and  enjoyned  by  the  Law  of  the  Nati- 
on, King  and  People  being  then  Tafiftsi 

This  Decree  of  the  Pope,  receiving,  all  pofTible 
AfTiftance  from  the  Bifliops   and  the  Priefts^  in 
whofe  Behalf  it  was  made,  did  not  only  in  a  fhort 
Time  take  away  the  People's  then  claimedRight  to 
give  their  Tithes  tothofe  that  bed   defervcd   them, 
hut  did  alfo  fo  much  corrupt  the  Clergy,    that  in 
the  Timeof  jRzVi^^r^  the  fecond,  Wickiiffey  our  fa- 
mous Reformer,  did  make  an  heavy  Complaint  to 
the  Parliament,  which  in  his  own  Words  I  have  in- 
ferted for  the  Reader's  better  Satisfadion.  Ah  Lord 
God  I  'ushere  this  he  lleafon  t6  conjlrain  the  'poor  Peo- 
J)le  to  find  a  worldly   Prieft,  fi)?netimes  unable  both   of 
Life  and  Cumiing^    in  Pomp  and  Pride^    covetife  and 
env-j^  Gluttonefs^  Dninkennefs^  and  Lecher )\  infimo- 
nj  and  Here  fie  ^    with  fat  Horfe  and  jolly  ^  and  gay 
Saddles  and  Bridges  ringing  by  the  Way^  and  hmfelf 
in  coflly  Clothes  and  pelure^  andtofuffer  their  PFives 
and  Children^  and  their  poor  Neighbours  perifh  for 
Hunger^  Thirft  and  Ccld^  and  other  Mifchiefs  of  the 
World  :  Ah  Lord  Jefu  Chrift^  fith  within  few  Tears 
Men  paid  their  Tithes  and  Offerings  at  their  own  Will^ 
free  to  good  Men^  and  able  to  great  IVorfJoip  of  God,  to 
profit  and  Fairncfs  of  holy  Church  fighting  in  Earthy 
why  it  were  la-ivful  and  needful  that   a  worldly  Priefi 
floould  deftroy  this  holy  and  approved  Cuftom,  conftrain- 
ing   Men  to  leave  this  Freedom^  turning  Tithes  and 
Offerings  unto  wicked  Ufes. 

Ta  AT  the  Meaning  of  thefe,  and  the  Pracllce 
of  this  Nation  in  this  Matter  may  the  better  be  un- 
derftood,  it  is  needful  to  inform  the  Reader,  that 

when 
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when  the  Pope's  Do<51:rine  was  received  in  a  Nation, 
that  Nation  was  divided  into  fo  many  Bifliopricks 
as  were  needful,  and  every  Bilhoprick  into  fo  ma- 
ny Parilhes  as  were  thought  convenient,  and  Pa- 
riflies  are  but  of  late  Erection,  and  till  then,  mod 
Preachers  were  lent  out  of  the  Monaflerics,  and  re- 
ligious (fo  called)  Houfes,  and  the  People  did  at 
their  own  free  Will  give  their  Tithes  and  Offer- 
ings where  they  pleafed,  which  Liberty  they  enjoy- 
ed till  about  the  Year  1200.  And  tho'  it  was  ge- 
nerally beheved  that  Tithes  ought  to  be  paid,  yet 
did  no  Man  claim  any  Property  therein,  but  every 
Owner  of  the  nine  Parts,  was  required  to  give  the 
tenth  Part  to  the  Prieft  or  Poor,  as  due  unto  God. 

But  now  the  Pope  having  fet  up  Parifhes,  did 
cnjoyn,  that  a  fccular  Prieft  ca-nonically  inftituted, 
fhould  attend  the  Service  of  each  Parifli  •,  and  that 
where  Tithes  were  not  already  fetled,  they  fnould 
be  paid  to  the  Parifla  Prieft",  notwithftanding  any 
Cuftom  to  xhe.  contrary  -,  the  People  then  gene- 
rally being  P^/?//?j,  did  yield  Obedience,  as  they 
durft  not  do  btherwife  ;  and  it  may  eafily  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  having  perfwaded  the  People  to  pay 
Tithes,  it  was  no  hard  Matter  to  appoint  the  Per- 
fon  to  whom  they  ftiould  be  given. 

Parishes  being  fet  up,  Priefts  appointed,  and 
Tithes  paid  to  them,  after  forty  Years  Poireftior, 
what  before  was  owned  as  a  Gift,  was  now  claim- 
ed as  a  Debt  •,  and  Prefcription  was  pleaded  by 
the  Priefts  as  their  juft  Title-,  the  People  then  fee- 
ing themfelves  in  a  Snare,  began  to  contend,  but 
the  imperious  Pope  (now  in  a  great  Height  of  Pride 
and  Infolence,  to  uphold  his  Creature-Clergy) 
thundredout  hislnterdid  againft  this  Nation,  ex- 
communicated the  King,  trighted  the  Subjcds 
with  his  Bulls  ftuft  with  Commination,  and  that  a- 
gainft  the  very  Point  of  arbitrary  Difpofal  of 
Tithes ;  And  Rome  now  grown  formidable,    did 

C3  highly 
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highly  infiilt  over  Kings  and  Princes  ;  witnefs  Fre» 
deric'k,  Barbiirojfd,  Hen.  the  6tb,  and  other  princes> 
of  the  Empire  i  and  the  Stories  of  our  Hen.  2.  and 
King  John^  are  obvious  :  And  our  Rich,  the  firfl, 
to  gratifie  the  Clergy  for  their  exceeding  Liberali-^ 
ty,  in  contributing  to  his  Ranfom  from  Captivity, 
with  great  Favour,  gave,them  an  indulgent  Char- 
ter of  their  Liberties,  and  in  this  Advantage  of 
Time,  the  Canon  Laws  gained  fuch  Force,  that 
parochial  Payments  came  generally  to  be  fetled. 

Yet  notwithdanding,  our  Englijh  Parliaments 
not  willing  wholly  to  forget  the  Poor,  for  whofe 
Sake  Tithes  were  chiefly  given,  did  make  divers 
Laws,,  that  a  convenient  Portion  ot  the  Tithes 
fiiould  be  fet  apart  for  the  Maintenance  of  the 
Poor  of  the  Parilli  for  ever,  R.  2.  15.  6,  4  Hen.  4* 
as  the  Statutes  at  large  do  witnefs. 

The  Pope  having  by  thefe  Means  brought  in 
Tithes,  and  made  a  pretended  Title  by  Prefcrip- 
tion,  fet  up  Courts  to  recover  them,  which  were 
called  Ecclefiaftical  Courts,  where  his  own  Crea^ 
tures  were  Judges,  and  here  the  poor  People  might: 
cafily  underfband  what  they  might  expe61:  from 
them  i  yethe  that  did  not  pay,  no  great  Punifh- 
ment  could  they  inflict  on  him,  but  Excommuni- 
cation out  of  their  Church. 

The  Pope  by  all  Means  willing  to  favour  his 
chiefeft  Props,  notwithflanding  his  general  De- 
cree, could  tell  how  to  diijpenfe  with  his  own 
Lands  at  his  Pleafure,  and  therefore  frequently 
did  grant  F.xemptions  to  divers  Orders,  to  free 
rhem  from  Payment  of  Tithes  •,  witnefs  the  Hof- 
pitallers,  Ciftcrcians,  Templers,  and  generally 
10  all  Lands  held  in  the  Occupation  of  the  called 
religious  Perfons  and  Houfes,  which  is  the  Ground 
of  all  thole  Men's  Claims,  who  have  bought  the 
Lands  of  diflblvcdMonalteries,  iji\  and  fay  they 
are  Tithe-irjj. 

Whem 


I 
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"When  the  Pope  by  colour  of  the  Je-votfJo  Laws^ 
(by  which  Tithes  were  given  to  the  Le'vitical 
Prief.hood)  had  gained  an  univcrlal  Payment  of 
Tithes  to  all  his  Clergy,  in  farther  Imitation  of 
that  Earthly  Tabernacle,  he  fets  up  a  new  Build- 
ing after  the  former  Pattern,  and  therefore  to  him- 
felf  he  claims  firft-Fruits  and  Tenths,  as  a  Suc- 
ceiTor  of  the  Jewifli  Fligh-Prieft  ;  Sins  alio  he  un- 
dertook to  pardon  ;  Cardinals  alfo  he  ap}X)ints 
as  Leaders  of  their  Families ;  Miters  they  wear 
on  their  Flead.s,  as  Aaron  did  -,  Synagogues  they 
build,  with  Singers,  Porters,  &c.  and  into  the 
Form  of  the  Levitical  Priejlhood  they  f:r:msform 
themfelves,  thereby  wholly  denying  Chrifl  Jefus, 
the  End  of  Types  ind  Figures,  to  be  come  \\  the 
FleHi. 

■  Arterwards,  Hen  8.  King  of  £;?^/^;^^,  being 
a  Papift^  and  believing  the  Popes  Dodrine,  as 
alfo  did  his  Parliament,  that  Tithes  were  due  to 
God  and  Holy  Church  ;  made  a  Law  that  every 
one  fliould  fet  out  and  pay  his  Tithes. 

And  feeing  this  is  the  great  Law,  and  the  fir.T: 
of  our  Parliament  Laws  for  Tithes,  and  that  upon 
which  the  reft  are  grounded,  I  fliall  here  infert  the 
Preamble  of  it. 

For af much  as  divers  'Niwibers  of  eviUdifpofed  Per- 
fonSy  having  no  RefpeEl  to  their  Duties  to  Almi  ht'j 
God^  hut  againft  Right  and  good  Co7tfcience^  have  at- 
ie?npted  tofuhjiraof  and  with-hold  in  fonie  Places  the 
*:vhole^  and  in  fo??ie  Places  great  Part  of  their  Tithes 
and  OhlationSy  as  well perfonal  as  predial ^  due  unto 
Cod  and  Holy  Churchy  &c. 

A  Second  Law  in  his  Time  was  alfo  made  to 
the  like  Purpofe,  and  in  purfuance  of  the  former ; 
and  great  Reafon  he  had,  and  Need  there  was  for 
them ;  for  having  dilTolved  many  Monafteries 
v/hich  had  many  Tithes  and  Reftories  appropriated 
to  them,  and  either  had  them  in  his  own  Hands, 
C  4  or 
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or  fold  them  to  others,  to  be  held  as  Lay-poflefli- 
ons,  and  they  having  no  Law  whereby  to  recover 
them,  the  Pope's  Laws  not  reaching  to  Lay-per- 
fons  (fo  called)  he  was  neceffitated  to  make  new 
Laws  to  enforce  the  Payment  of  them,  which  the 
better  to  colour  over  the  Matter,  he  makes  in  ge- 
neral Terms,  but  flill  reftrainsthe  Trial  of  Tithes 
to  the  Ecclefiaftical  Courts. 

After  him,  Edw.  the  6th,  in  purfuance  of  his 
Father's  Laws,  and  upon  the  fame  Ground,  makes 
another  Law  for  the  Payment  of  (c)  predial  and 
perfonal  Tithes,  under  Penalty  of  treble  Damages, 
who  alfo  reftrains  the  Trial  to  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Courts,  Thefe  Laws  fuppofe  that  Tithes  were 
due  to  God  and  Holy  Church,  and  therefore  they 
require,  that  every  Man  do  yield  and  fet  out  his 
Tithes  as  had  been  accuftomed. 

In  purfuance  of  thefe  Laws,  fome  Ordinances 
were  made  in  the  Time  of  the  long  Parliament,  in 
the  Exigences  of  the  War,  becaufe  the  Courts  of 
Juftice  wtre  obftrudted, 

^nd  thefe  are  the  Suhftance  of  all  our  Englifli-Laws 
concerning    T  I  "T  H  E  S. 

Having  thus  generally  and  briefly  run  over  the 
Laws  and  Practices  of  Tithing,  both  abroad  and 
in  this  Nation,  I  fhall  give  fome  Hints  of  the  Opi- 
nions of  former  Times  concerning  Tithes.  About 
the  Year  loooand  1200  after  Chrift,  when  Tithes 
were  generally  preached  up  and  claimed,  great 
Controverfie  did  arifc  between  the  Canonifts  and 
the  Clergy,  by  what  immediai;e  Law  Tithes  were 
payable, 

The 


(c)  Predial  Tithes  are  thofe  whicb  are  paid  of  Ihirgs  arifirg 
and  grorvini  j)  cm  ths  Crouvd  cnljf* 
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The  Canonlfts  generally  ground  themfelves  up- 
on  the  Decrees  and  Canons  of  the  Church  (focal led) 
and  on  the  Writings  of  Augiiftin^  Amhrofe^  and  the 
reflof  the  ancient  Fathers,  who  l;iy  they  are  due 
by  Divine  Right. 

The  Clergy  of  thofe  Times  were  at  Difference 
among  themfelves,  fome  of  them  faying,  that 
Tithes,  quoad  qiiotam  -partem^  or  as  a  determi- 
ned Part,  are  due  only  by  pofitive  and  Ecclefi- 
aftick  Law  •,  but  quoad  fubiiantlam  [uairiy  or  as 
a  competent  Part  to  be  allowed  for  the  Mainte- 
nance of  the  Miniflry,  are  due  by  Divine  Law  *,  and 
that  the  tenth  Part  was  decreed  by  the  Church, 
fervhn  ejusexcvnplarem,  or  by  Imitation  of  the 
Jewijh  State^  and  not  per  vim  ohligativain^  or  any 
continuing  Force  of  it  under  the  Gofpel  ;  and  that 
the  Church  was  not  bound  to  this  Part,  but  freely 
might  as  well  have  ordained  the  Payment  of  a 
ninth  or  eighth,  according  to  the  various  Oppor- 
tunity. This  was  taught  by  Hales^  Aquinas^  Hen- 
rictis  de  GrandavOy  R.  de  Media  villa.  Cardinal  Ca^ 
jetan,  lo.  Mayer,  Suarez,  Malder,  and  others, 
who  fay  it  is  the  common  Opinion  of  the  greatell 
Part  of  the  Clergy  of  that  Time,  and  that  the 
tenth  Part  was  rather  ceremonial  than  moral. 

Here  alfo  was  made  a  DiHindion,  and  many 
faid,  that  predial  and  mixt  Tithes  were  due  by 
the  Divine  Ecclefiaflick  Law  *,  butperfonal  Tithes 
only  by  the  Decrees  of  the  Church  j  but  Hales 
faid,  that  Tithes,  as  well  perfonal  as  predial,  are 
in  the  Precept  ^oad  Suhftantiam,  but  neither 
Siuoad  quotain  j  and  therefore  in  Venice  and  other 
Cities,  where  no  predial  Tithes  are,  a  perfonal 
Tithe  is  required  by  the  pofitive  Law  of  the  Church,  ■ 
by  Virtue  of  the  SubHance  (not  Ceremony)  of  the 
Command. 

Another  Opinion  (and  that  owned  by  many) 
was  drj\wn  from  the  former  Do(::1rine,    which  con- 
cluded. 
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eluded,  that  feeing  Tithes,  as  the  quota  pars,  were* 
not  enjoined  by  the  Command  of  God,  therefore 
they  were  meet  Ahns,  or  as  what,  debit o  Cbarita- 
iis,  not  debito  jufiitice^  was  to  be  difpenfed.  Of 
this  Opinion  were  the  Bo-minkans  and  Francifcans, 
who  both  began  about  the  Year  1210,  and  by 
their  Do6lrine  got  many  Tithes  to  be  given  to 
their  Monalleries,  and  that  whatfoever  was  given 
to  the  four  Orders  of  Mendicant  Friars,  was  a  fuffi- 
eient  Difcharge  from  the  PriefV. 

And  our  famaas  Reformers,  John  JVickUffey 
Walter  Brute,  William  ^Thorpe,  and  others,  whofe 
Arguments  are  at  large  in  Fox  his  Acts  and  Monu- 
ments, did  in  their  Days  bear  their  Teflimony  a- 
gainfl  Tithes,  for  which  fome  of  them  fuffered  in 
tlie  Flames. 

Agreeing  herewith  are  the  Articles  of  the  Bo^ 
hemians,  publifhed  near  three  hundred  Years  fince^ 
wherein  a  Divine  Right  to  Tithes  fince  the  Gofpel 
is  denied  ;  whereupon  alfo  long  fince  they  took 
all  their  Temporalities  from  their  Miniders  •,  and 
before  PFickliffe's  Time,  Gcrardus  Sagarellus  was 
of  the  fame  Mind.  And  the  great  Erafmus  alfo 
I'iiid,  that  the  common  exa(5i:ing  of  Tithes  by  the 
Clergy  of  his  Time,  was  no  better  than  Tyranny. 
Having  thus  briefly  run  over  the  Dodlrines,  Dr> 
crees.  Practices  and  Opinions  concerning  Tithes  -, 
I  fhall  make  fome  fhort  Obfervations  thereupon, 
tliat  the  Reader  may  underfland  whereunto  they 
tend,  and  then  proceed  to  the  Matter  as  it  concerns 
lis  at  this  Day,  wherein  he  will  find  the  Knowledge 
©Fthefe  Things  will  be  ufeful. 

Firft,  That  amongft  the  Jews,  Tithes  were 
paid  to  the  Levites  that  did  the  common  Servict  s 
of  the  Tabernacle  and  Temple,  and  not  to  the 
Sons  of^  Aaron,  the  Priefts ;  for  they  had  only  a 
tenth  Part  out  of  the  Tithes;  and  ..theicfore  he 
that  pleads  for  Tithes   from  the  Mofaical  Lazvs 

for 


The  Great  Cafe  c/ Tithes,  d-c.  ij 

for  Tithing,  had  need  confider  how  the  Payment 
of  Tithes  to  Minifters  fuccceds  to  the  Payment  of 
Tithes  to  the  Levites^  who  were  not  Priefts,  nor 
were  to  touch  or  meddle  with  that  holy  Office, 
left  they  died. 

2.  That  among  the  Jews^  no  outward  Law 
was  appointed  for  the  Recovery  of  Tithes,  but  he 
that  did  not  pay  them  robbed  God,  and  by  him 
only  was  puniilied. 

'^.  That  the  Tithes  were  not  for  the  Levites 
only,  but  for  the  Stranger,  the  Fatherlefs,  and  the 
Widow,  who  were  to  eat  thereof,  and  be  fatisfied. 

4.  That  when  the  Levitical  Priefthood  was 
clianged  by  the  Coming  of  Chrift  Jefus,  the  Law 
for  Tithing  was  alfo  changed,  as  PW  writ  to  the 
Hchrews  -,  for  it  is  evident,  that  in  the  Beginning 
of  the  Church,  for  the  firft  three  Hundred  Years, 
while  the  Purity  and  Simplicity    of  the    Gofpel 

was  retained,   no  Tithes  were  paid  among  Chri-  \ 

llians. 

5.  That  as  the  Myftery  of  Iniquity  began  to 
work,  and  Men's  Imaginations  were  taught  inilead 
of  the  Do6lrine  of  Chrift,  divers  Men  fetching 
their  Ground  from  Mofes^s  Writings,  began  to 
preach  that  Tithes  again  ought  to  be  paid. 

6.  That  thofe  that  firft  preached  up  Tithes, 
prefTed  the  Payment  of  them,  not  for  the  Mainte- 
nance of  a  Miniftry  only,  but  chiefly  for  Provifioii 
for  the  Poor  and  Needy. 

7.  That  in  the  firft  Pradice  of  the  Payment 
of  Tithes,  they  were  not  paid  as  Tithes,  but  as 
irtt  Offerings,  at  the  Bounty  of  the  Giver,  and 
not  as  anfv/ering  any  Law  that  required  the  tenth 
Part,  and  fo  more  properly  were  called  Offerings 
than  Tithes. 

8.^  That  notwithftandingany  Do6trines preach- 
ed, it  was  not  a  received  Dodrine,  that  Tithes 
ought  to  be  paid,    till  about  the  Year  1000,    that 

the 
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the  Pope  had  fet  up  his  Authority,  and  ufurped 
Dominion  over  the  greateft  Part  of  Europe,  and 
almoft  all  Emperors,  Kings  and  Princes  brought 
in  Subjedion  to  him,  and  his  innovated  Superiti« 
tions. 

9.  That  notwithftanding  the  flrid  Commands 
of  the  Pope,  no  outward  compulfory  Law  was 
made  by  the  Pope  or  his  Councils,  to  enforce  any 
to  pay  Tithes,  but  only  their  Excommunication. 

10.  That  Tithes  were  always  accounted  an 
Ecclefiaftical  Duty,  and  therefore  by  Ecclcfiafti- 
cal  Courts  were  tried  and  judged  ;  and  till  the  Dif- 
folution  of  Abbeys,  ^c.  were  never  called  a 
Civil  Right. 

11.  1'hat  Tithes  were  brought  in  as  a  Duty 
owing  unto  God,  and  were  fo  required  and  en- 
forced, and  therefore  all  Laws  made  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  Tithes,  take  that  for  their  Ground,  and 
not  any  civil  Property  or  Right  in  him  that  claims 
them. 

12.  That  till  the  Year  1200  or  thereabouts, 
it  was  the  common  Practice  for  every  one  to  bc- 
ilow  his  Tithes  where  he  pleafed. 

i^.  That  from  fuch  arbitrary  Difpofitions, 
Abbeys  and  Monafterics  came  to  be  fo  richly  en- 
dowed with  Tithes  and  Redories. 

14.  That  all  Exemptions  from  Payment  of 
Tithes,  came  from  the  Pope. 

15.  That  lirfb  Fruits  and  Tenths  are  but  a 
late  Innovation,  and  claimed  by  the  Pope  as  Suc- 
cefTor  to  the  Jewijh  High- Pri eft ^  as  Cook  in  the  third 
part  of  his  Inftitutes  alio  teflifies. 

16.  That  Tithes  are  the  fame  Thing,  whe- 
ther claimed  by  an  Abbey,  or  Impropriator,  or 
a  Priefb,  and  ftand  upon  the  fune  Ground  and 
Foundation,  and  differ  nothing  but  in  the  Perfon 
that  pofTeiTeth  them, 

^7t 
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17.  Hrre  alfo  the  declining  State  of  the  Church 
to  Corruption  and  Error  may  be  clearly  difcerned 
and  traced  ;  for  as  the  Power  of  Truth  was  loft, 
fo  was  the  Fruit  thereof,  which  caufed  fuch  earnefl 
predlng  to  needful  Contributions,  and  when  that 
would  not  ferve.  Laws  and  Decrees  were  made 
to  force  them  :  But  in  die  Beginning  it  was  not  fo  ; 
for  while  the  Purity  and  Simplicity  of  the  Gofpel 
was  retained,  there  needed  no  prefling,  for  their 
Charity  then  abounded  not  only  to  the  tenth  Part, 
but  far  greater  Parts,  as  the  Needs  of  the  Church 
required. 

18.  That  the  Right  of  Tithes  was  never  clear- 
ed, but  remained  in  Controverfie,  even  among 
the  greatefl  Papilts,  and  in  all  Ages  there  were 
thofe  that  withftood  the  Payment  of  them  ;  And 
many  of  the  Martyrs  for  that,  among  other 
Things,    fufFered  in  Flames. 

These  Things  thus  premifed,  I  fhall  briefly 
(late  the  great  Cafe  and  Queftion,  at  this  Day 
chiefly  controverted  concerning  Tithes,  as  claimed 
and  paid  in  England, 

Whether  any  Perfon  have  a  true  and  legal  Property     1^^ 
in  the  tenth  Part  of  another  Man's  Increafe^    now  c  A  S  E# 
commonly  called  Tithes, 

The  Terms  are  plain,  and  need  no  Opening  ; 
yet  it  is  needful  to  declare  why  the  Cafe  is  thus 
flated  ;  for  the  great  Queflion  rather  feems.  to  be. 
Whether  Tithes  be  not  due  at  this  Day  ? 

That  may  be  due  to  another,  wherein  yet  he 
may  have  no  legal  Property,  as  Cuftom,  Tribute, 
Taxes,  which  are  to  be  paid  becaufe  commanded 
by  the  State  ;  and  though  Law  and  Equity  obliges 
the  Payment,  yet  is  no  diftind  Property  in  him 
that  commands  ;  and  fo  Tithes  may  be  fuppofed 
to  be  due,  becaufe  fo  many  Laws  have  been  made 

for 
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for  Payment  of  them,  though  the  Perfon  that 
claims  them  may  have  no  particular  Intereft  or 
Property  therein,  other  than  is  derived  from  the 
Command. 

But  now  in  England^  Tithes  are  not  only  claim- 
ed by  Virtueof  divers  Laws,  but  alfo  as  being  a 
diftindl;  Property,  fevered  from  the  Propertly  of 
the  nine  Parts. 

And  if  this  could  clearly  be  evinced,  all  Scru- 
ples of  Confcience  were  anlwered  •,  for  if  a  true  and 
legal  Property  be  in  another  Perfon  to  the  tenth 
Part  of  my  Increafe,  I  ought  in  Confcience  to  yield 
and  fet  it  forth,  becaufe  it  is  not  mine  ;  and  then 
the  Name  of  Tithe,  as  having  in  any  Meafure  Re- 
lation to  the  Jew'ijh  Priefthood^  or  Popifh  Clergy^ 
were  at  an  End,  but  as  a  Debt  it  ought  to  be  truly 
paid  to  the  Proprietor. 

Many  Things  have  been  faid,  and  much  written, 
to  prove  fuch  a  Property,  the  Subflance  whereof, 
as  far  as  hath  come  to  my  Knowledge,  I  fhall 
briefly  fum  up  under  thefe  general  Heads  ;  as  alfo 
the  Grounds  of  thofe  who  claim  them  to  be  due, 
and  yet  plead  no  Property,  which  being  the 
lelfer,  may  be  fully  included  and  anfwered  in  the^ 
,  ether. 
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Several  Claims  mide  for   Tithes,  and  a  lep^al 
Property  therein^  fet  down  and  anjrvered^ 

1.  MpHE  firft  claim  Tithes  to  be  due  jure 

X     divinoy  and  produce  the  Law  of  Mofes 
for  it. 

2.  Others  fay,  that  as  to  the  quota  pars  (viz. 
the  tenth  Part)  Tithes  are  notnow  due  by  the  Law 
of  God ;  only  the  Equity  of  the  Law  is  ftill  of 
Force,  which  obligeth  to  afford  a  competent 
'Maintenance  for  the  Miniflry,  but  doth  not  bind 
to  the  certain  Quantity. 

3.  Others  there  are,  who  plead  the  Decrees, 
Canons  and  Conftitutions  of  General  Councils, 
Popes,  Billiops,  Convocations,  and  thefe  fiy, 
that  Tithes  2iVt  d\xt  jure  Ecclefiajlico^ 

Under  thefe  leveral  Claims,  or  fomeof  them, 
have  Tithes  been  demanded  and  paid,  fince  the 
dark  Night  of  Apoftacy  overfpread  the  Earth  un- 
der the  Papal  Power,  till  the  Pope's  Supremacy 
and  Religion  was  call  off  in  England  -,  and  where 
the  Popilli  Religion  is  profeffed,  they  are  now  by 
the  fame  demanded  and  paid. 

But  now  of  late  in  England^  new  Claims  are 
made,  and  the  old  Pretences  feem  too  much  to  fa- 
vour of  the  popilh  Leaven,  and  therefore  an  hu- 
man Right  is  pleaded,  which  I  fliall  briefly  bring 
under  thefe  few  Heads. 

1.  Some  plead  the  Gifts  of  Kings  and  Princes, 
-who  were  Rulers  of  the  People,  as  Ethelwolph^  &c 

2.  Others  plead  the  temporal  Laws  of  Kings, 
Parliaments,  ^c. 

3.  Others 
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3.  Others  plead  the  particular  Gifts,  Ap* 
propria tion,  Confecration  or  Donation,  of  thofe 
who  were  former  Owners  of  the  Land. 

4.  Others  plead  Prefcription,  and  a  legal 
Right  by  their  PofTelTion. 

5.  Others  plead  a  legal  Right  by  Purchafe. 

And  befides  thefe,  I  never  heard  or  read  of  any 
other  Pretence  for  Tithes,  though  I  have  diligently 
for  two  Years  and  more,  laboured  to  inform  my 
felf  fully  what  could  be  alledged  for  them. 

To  begin  with  the  firfl,  thole  that  fay  Tithes  are 
due  by  Divine  Right. 

Some  of  them  fay,  that  the  Law  ghento  Ifrael 
for  Paynent  of  Tenths  to  the  Tribe  of  Levi^  doth  alfo 
oblige  Chriftidm  to  pay  TeHths  to  their  Minijlers^  as 
fiicceeding  in  the  Priefts  Ojfice. 

Anfw,  To  fuch  it  is  clearly  anfwered,  that  the 
Priejthood  which  had  a  Commandment  to  take 
Tithes,  being  changed  by  Chrift  Jefus,  there  is 
made  of  NecefTity  alfo  a  Change  of  the  Law  ,  and' 
now  the  Priejthood  is  no  more  committed  to  the 
natural  Oif-fpring  of  Levi^  or  any  other  Tribe, 
but  to  Chrift  Jefus  the  unchangeable  Ptiefthood^ 
whofe  Kingdom  flands  not  in  Figures  and  carnal 
Ordinances,  but  is  the  Subflance  of  what  that  was 
but  a  Figure  :  And  it  is  clear,  the  primitive  Church 
were  alTur'd  of  it,  who  for  fomc  Hundreds  of 
Years,  and  till  the  Myftery  of  Iniquity  began  to 
work,  never  called  for  the  Payment  of  Tithes,  as 
is  before  plainly  proved. 

And  how  doth  a  Gofpel  Miniflry  fuccced  to 
the  Levites^  who  received  Tithes,  but  were  not 
Priefts  ?  much  more  Colour  had  the  Quirifters, 
Singing-men,  and  the  reft  of  the  Rabble  brought 
into  the  late  Cathedrals,  to  claim  them,    and  only 

to 
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to  pay  out  a  tenth  Part  to  the  Priejlsy    as  the  Le- 
vies did. 

Others  iliy,  thai  Ahr^h3.m paid  "Tithes  to  Mel- 
chifedec,  ix;hi€h  was  before  the  Levitical  Priejlhood  ; 
n?id  Chrijl  Jcfus  is  made  a  Prieft  after  the  Order  of 
Melchifedec. 

Abraham,  returning  from  the  Slaughter  of  the 
Kings,  was  met  by  Melchifedec^  who  brought  him 
Bread  and  Wine,  and  Abraham  gave  him  the 
Tenth  of  the  Spoil :  But  what  is  this  to  the  Pay- 
ment of  Tithes,  unlefs  it  oblige  the  Soldiers  ?  For 
it  doth  not  appear  that  Abraham  paid  the  tenth 
Part  of  his  own  Increafe  ;  nor  doth  it  appear,  that 
Abraham  gave  the  tenth  Part  at  any  other  Time  ; 
and  how  will  this  prove  a  yearly  Payment  of  Tithes 
to  Miniflers. 

And  what  if  y^^oZ?  gave  Tithes?  How  are  ei- 
ther of  thefe  Examples  more  binding  than  any 
other  of  the  good  A£ts  that  either  of  thefe  holy 
Men  did  ? 

Ob]eSi.  If  it  be  faid,  that  Jeftis  Chrijl  faid,  ye 
tithe  minty  &c.  thefe  Things  ye  ought  not  to  leave  UU" 
done. 

It's  anfwered,  that  Jefus  Chrijl  then  fpoke  to 
the  Jews,  in  the  Time  when  the  Levitical  Priejl- 
hood was  not  ended,  who  were  bound  by  the  Law, 
fo  long  as  it  was  of  Force,  till  he  was  offered  up, 
and  faid.  It  is  finifhed. 

But  though  Divine  Right  hath  been  long  pre- 
tended, few  are  now  left  who  will  only  fland  to  it, 
and  the  generality,  both  of  Lawyers^  Priefls  and 
People  y  are  of  a  contrary  Mind. 

For  if  Tithes  be  abfolutely  due  by  the  Law  of 
God,  noCuilom,  Ufage,  Prefcription,  Privilege, 
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or  popifh  Difpenllition,  can  acquit  from  Payment 
of  the  utmoft  Penny  of  the  tenth  Part ;  but  fcarce 
the  tenth  Perfon  in  England  payeth  Tithe  in  kind, 
and  many  plead  they  are  Titiie  free,  and  pay  none 
at  all,  and  others  very  fmall  Matters  •,  and  fo  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  People  of  England  deny  Tithes 
to  be  due  by  God*s  Law. 

Again,  if  Tithes  be  due  by  the  Law  of  God, 
then  it  is  to  the  End  for  which  they  were  com- 
manded, for  the  Levites^  the  Strangers^  the  Fa- 
therlejs^  and  the  IVidows  \  all  therefore  who  pkad 
for  Tithes  by  Divine  Right,  muft  not  pay  them 
to  an  Impropriator  •,  for  by  God's  Law  he  cannot 
claim,  neither  ought  any  Impropriator  of  that 
Mind  to  receive  them; 

And  of  late  Years,  it  was  by  Rolls^  Chief 
Juftice,  adjudged  in  the  Upper  Bench,  that  *Tithes 
arc  not  now  due  by  the  Law  of  God. 

2.  To  the  next^    thofe  that  plead  the  Equit'j  of  the 
Law  is  ft  ill  of  Force. 

These  plead  not  for  Tithes  properly,  but  for 
a  comfortable  Maintenance,  and  by  Way  o^Tithes^ 
as  they  fuppofc  mofl  convenient,  i^c»  And  thefc 
bring  many  Scriptures  in  the  New  Teflament, 
That  he  that  labours  is  worthy  of  his  Hire  ;  he  that 
preacheth  the  Gofpel^  ought  to  live  of  the  Gofpel ;  let 
him  that  is  taught ^  communicate  to  him  that  teacheth  ; 
and  the  like. 

And  to  fuch  I  fay,  that  not  only  the  Equity  of 
the  Levitical  Law  for  Tithing,  the  Dodrine  of 
Chrifl  Jefus  and  his  Apoftles  do  bind,  but  even 
from  natural  Things  we  are  largCiy  taught  our 
Duty  therein  ;  No  Man  muzzleth  the  Mouth  of  the 
Ox  ;  and  no  Man  goeth  a  IVarfare  at  his  own  Charge  ; 
and  he  that  plants  a  Vineyard-,  eats  the  Fruit  thereof  \ 
And   herein  it   is  agreed,    that  tlie  M  millers  of 

Chrifl 
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thrift  Jefus,  who  are  called  to  his  Service,  and  la- 
bour in  the  Word,  ought  to  be  comfortably  pro- 
vided for,  that  they  go  not  a  Warfare  at  their  own 
Charge. 

But  this  doth  not  require j  that  the  World, 
(which  lies  wafte  as  a  Wildernefs,  and  is  not  of  the 
Vineyard^  fhould  contribute,  much  lefs  be  com- 
pelled, to  give  a  certain  Portion  of  the  Fruits  of 
their  Labours,  towards  the  Maintenance  of  Chrift's 
Minifters. 

And  thefe  grant,  that  every  Man  is  the  fole 
Owner  of  his  own  Labour  and  Poffeflion  ;  and 
though  by  another  he  may  not  be  compelled,  for 
fuch  Sacrifice  God  abhors,  yet  ought  every  one 
freely  to  glorifie  God  with  his  Subftance,  to 
ilrengthen  the  weak  Hands  and  feeble  Knees,  and 
to  give  to  him  that  teacheth  thofe  Things  that  are 
neeiiful,  and  fuch  cheerful  Givers  God  accepts. 

And  this  leaves  every  one  free  to  give  to  him 
that  teacheth,  not  binding  to  the  Maintenance  of 
thofe  ?/ho  have  lefs  Need  than  the  Giver,  or  of 
thofe  who  are  transformed  as  Apoftles  and  Mini- 
fters of  Chrift,  who  have  the  Form,  but  want  the 
Power,  who  teach  for  filthy  Lucre,  keeping  ever 
learning,  but  cannot  bring  to  the  Knowledge  of 
the  Truth. 

And  of  fuch  as  Chrift  jefus  fent  forth,  he  al- 
ways took  care,  and  they  never  wanted,  but  they 
reaped  the  Fruits  of  their  Labour,  and  eat  the 
Fruits  of  their  own  Vineyards  v/hich  they  had 
planted,  and  by  the  Churches  who  were  gathered 
out  of  the  World,  were  they  maintained  to  preach 
the  Gofpel  to  the  World,  unto  whom  they  would 
not  make  the  Gofpel  chargeable  or  burthenfome, 
which  was  their  Glory  and  their  Crown. 

And  herewith  let  all  our  now  called  Churches 

be  proved  and  tried,  who  feparate  from  the  World, 

and  yet  many  of  them  receive  Pay  and  Wages  lor 
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their  Teachers  from  the  World,  who  fend  none  at 
their  own  Coft  to  preach  to  the  World. 

And  here  our  Rulers  fhould  learn  Wifdom,    to 
with-hold  their  Hands  from  upholding  any  with 
their  worldly  Sword,    and  compelling  others  to 
maintain  them  *,  and  to  leave  Chrifl's  Kingdom  to 
his  own  Rule,  who  is  Lord  of  the  Harveft,    and 
fends  forth  Labourers,  and  hath  Spirit  to  put  up- 
on them ;    who  fends  forth  the  Fifhermen,    the 
Shepherds,    the   Herdfmen,     the   Tillers   of    the 
Ground,  and  the  Keepers  of  Flocks,    who  fpeak 
plain  Words'  that  wife  Men  ca,nnot  underfland,  who 
are  wife  in  the  World's  Wifdom,     gathered  in 
Schools,    whither  they  arefent  to  learn  a  Trade^ 
thereby  to  get  their  Livings  ♦,  and  in  the   Time  of 
Popery,  they  fludied  the  popifli  Dodrines,    and 
then  preached  them  to  others  ;  and   in  the  Time 
of  Prelacy,  they  changed  to  a  new  Form  :    And 
when   that  was  laid    afide,    Prejhjtcry  was  (oi  up, 
and  thenfuch  the  Univerfities  fent  forth  ;  andTmce 
Independency  was  preferred,    great  Score  of  them 
are  fpread  abroad  ;  and  look  what  pleafeth  them 
beft  that  have  the  greateft  Livings  in  Difpofe,    that 
is  the  mofl  cried  up,  and  moll  il udied  and  preach- 
ed ',  and  here  is   the  Spring  of  our  Teachers,  the 
Univerfities ;    and  thefe  fay,    that  Greek  and  He- 
brew are  the  Original,    which  they   go  thither  to 
learn,  that  they  may  underlland  what  Chrift  fpoke, 
and  the  Apoilles  preached  :  But  the  Hebrews  and 
Greeks  who  heard  them  fpeak  in  their  own  Lan- 
guage, could  not  underfland  tiieir  Dodlrine,    for 
it  feemed  Fooliflinefs  to  them  ;  and  thefe   by  their 
Original  arc  in  no  better  State,  nor  nearer  to  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Gofpel :    And  let  our  Rulers 
confider,  that  Chrift's   Love  to  the  World,    for 
whom  he  died,  is  not  abated  -,  niether  is  his  Spirit 
diminifhrd,  nor  his  Power  fhortned,    that  he  will 
noL,  or  cannot,  fend  forth,    and  fit  Miniflers  for 

his 
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his  Service  ;  'or  that  he  needs  Univerfitics  to  in- 
ff rudl,  or  Magiftrates  to  provide  Maintenance  for 
thofe  he  fends  forth.  And  let  them  look  to  their 
oivn  Kingdom,  the  World,  thereinto  pani/li  and 
reftrain  the  Evil,  and  to  encourage  and  pro  ted  the 
Good  ;  and  then  all  would  be  agreed,  and  the  Na- 
tion kept  in  Peace,  every  one  enjoying  his  true 
Liberty  and  Freedom  :  For  in  this  it  is  aflented, 
that  the  Miniilers  of  Chrid  Jefus,  vi^ho  fow  unto 
us  Spiritual  Things,  fhould  reap  of  our  Tempo- 
rals :  Bu|:  here  is  the  Difference,  firfl.  That  our 
Confciences  mufl  be  our  Judge  who  thofe  Miniilers 
are,  and  no  other  Man's  Diredion ;  for  to  the 
Confcience  were  Chrift's  Minifters  always  made 
manifefl:,  and  not  approved  with  the  Reafon  and 
WifdomofMan.  Secondly,  That  our  Gift  mufl 
be  free,  and  by  no  Man's  Compulfion. 

Would  not  this  eafe  the  Magiftrate  of  much 
Trouble  that  he  makes  to  himfejf,  and  be  more  ac- 
ceptable to  God  and  Man  ?  For  who  hath  made 
him  a  Judge  in  thefe  Things  F 

A  third  Sort  plead  the  Decrees,  Canons,  Conftitiiti- 
ons  of  General  Councils^  Fopes^  Bijhops,  Convc^ 
cations. 

To  fuch  I  fhall  only  fay,  that  for  the  firfl  Eight 
Hundred  Years  after  Chrifl,  no  Canon  or  Decree 
was  made  by  General  Council,  nor  was  it  then  de- 
termined by  the  Church  (as  'twas  called)  what 
Part  every  Man  fhould  pay.  And  the  firft  Eight 
General  Councils  do  not  fo  much  as  fpeak  of  the 
Name  of  Tithes,  and  that  was  till  aboutathou- 
fand  Years ;  and  then  about  that  Time,  it  came  to 
be  received  and  believed,  that  Tithes  ought  to  be 
paid  ;  yet  in  England^  as  well  as  other  Nations^ 
every  Man  might  have  given  his  Tithe  where  he 
pleafed,  till  about  the  Year  1 200,  as  is  already 
D  5  proved , 
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proved.  But  I  need  not  fay  much  to  thefe,  icw 
being  of  this  Mind,  but  thofe  that  own  the  Poj,e 
for  their  Head,  we  having  in  England  denied  and 
caft  off  his  Supremacy,  though  in  this  Matter  of 
Tithes,  and  many  other  Things,  we  ftijl  feel  his 
Power  among  us. 

And  now  having  briefly  gone  over  the  Sub- 
fiance  of  what  is  pleaded  for  a  Divine  or  Eccjefi- 
aftick  Right,  I  come  next  to  what  is  pretended  for 
an  Humane  Right. 

And  the  firfl  Sort  j5/Wi  the  Gifts  of  Kings ^  a^ 
Ethelwolph,  ^c. 

To  thefe  I  anfwer,  if  they  could  prove  the  whole 
Land  had  been  the  particular  PoflTeffion  of  any 
fuch  King,  they  faid  fomething  -,  though  that 
would  not  juftifie  the  taking  Tithes  from  all  the 
People,  as  fhall  be  more  fully  proved  hereafter. 
But  by  what  Right  could  he  give  the  tenth  Part  of 
the  Increafe  and  Fruits  of  the  Labours  of  all  the 
People  of  his  Dominions,  who  had  no  legal  Pro- 
perty therein  ?  It  was  an  eafie  Matter,  when  the 
Pope's  Emifliiries  had  taught  the  People,  that 
Tithes  were  due  to  God  and  them  ♦,  and  had  per- 
fwaded  Kings  and  Nobles,  that  Fleaven  might  be 
purchafed  by  their  Works,  to  procure  from  them 
the  Gift  of  that  which  was  not  theirs,  the  poor 
People's  Tithes  ;  efpecially  confidering  the  People 
wereof  the  fame  Mind,  and  as  zealous  of  alJ  the 
Popijh  Superfiitions  as  themfelves,  and  every  one 
flriving  wlio  fhould  therein  moft  excell  ;  witnefs 
thofe  many  rich  Abbeys  and  Monafleries,  lately  in 
this  Land.  But  if  that  King  Ethelwolph^s  Grant 
be  the  Foundation  of  Tithes,  then  how  many  fuc- 
ceeding  Kings  and  Bilhops,  and  others,  have  vio- 
lated his  Deed,  by  appropriating  them  to  Abbeys, 
Monaftcries,    and  fuch  like  Houfes  ?    And  how 

have 
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have  all  Ag^s  fince  EthelwolpFs^  taken  upon  thcm- 
lelves  the  Difpofidon  of  Tithes,  without  any  Re- 
lation to  what  he  d^ci  ?  Wnich  Ihews  clearly,  that 
neither  Kngs^  Fariia?nents,  nor  People,  did  ever 
take  themfeives  bound  by  his  Grant :  But  the  Folly 
and  Vanity  of  this  Argument  will  more  plainly  ap« 
pear  hereafter. 

The  next,  and  thofe  which  feem  to  have  the 
flrongeft  Plea,  do  urge.  The  Temporal  Laws  of 
Kings  and  Parliainents,  and  fay,  by  the  Law  they 
have  as  good  Property  in  Tithes,  as  any  Man  hath  in 
his  Lands, 

Anfw.  To  fuch  I  fay,  the  Law  doth  not  give 
any  Man  a  Property,  either  in  Land  or  Tithes, 
or  any  other  Thing,  but  only  doth  conferve  to 
every  Man  his  Property,  which  he  hath  in  his 
Land  and  PofTeflions,  either  by  Gift,  Purchafe  or 
Defcent,  and  fecure  him  from  the  Injury  or  Vio* 
lence  of  another. 

But  let  us  not  be  deceived  with  a  new  Pretence, 
lately  taken  up  to  delude  fimple  Minds,  of  a  legal 
Property,  and  a  civil  Right  ;  for  that  is  but  a 
Shift,  and  it  matters  not  what  any  fay,  or  now 
pretend,  concerning  the  Right  of  Tithes,  when 
they  fee  their  other  Claims  will  not  ferve  the  Turn ; 
but  let  us  hear  what  the  Makers  of  the  Laws  fay  of 
them,  thofe  from  whom  they  claim  •,  and  pafTing 
by  the  Saxon's  Times,  and  King  Stephen,  and  the 
reft  of  thofe  who  were  in  the  Mid-night  of  Popery ^ 
Jet  us  come  to  Henry  the  8  th,  who  caft  off  the  Popey 
and  upon  whofe  Law,  all  others  that  were  fince 
made  are  builded,  and  in  the  Preamble  of  the  A61, 
it  is  declared.  That  Tithes  are  due  to  God  and  Holy 
Church,  and  they  blame  Men  for  being  fo  wicked 
as  not  to  pay  them ;  and  therefore  that  Law  is  made, 
and  here  is  the  Ground  of  the  Law^  not  any  Pro- 

D  4  perty 
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perty  or  civil  Right  in  Priefts  or  others,  and  there- 
fore, if  the  Law  require  them  as  due  by  Divine 
Right,  he  that  faith  they  are  only  due  by  humane 
Right,  cannot  claim  them,  nor  ought  to  recover 
them  by  that  Law,  for  he  claims  them  by  ano- 
ther Right  •,  and  for  any  Man  to  claim  that  by  hu- 
mane Right,  from  humane  Law,  which  commands 
them  as  due  by  Divine  Right,  is  but  a  meer  Deceit. 
Andthat  Law  of //^;/.  the  8th,  end  the  reft,  did 
not  upon  any  civil  Ground  fet  up,  or  conflitute  the 
Payment  of  Tithes,  but  takes  it  for  granted,  that 
tithes  are  due  to  God  and  Holy  Church  •,  and  there- 
fore the  Foundation  of  the  Law  being  taken  away, 
that  they  are  not  due  to  God  and  Holy  Churchy  the 
Law  falls  to  the  Ground  ;  for  the  Law  not  making 
them  due,  but  fuppofing  them  due  by  a  former 
Right,  if  they  were  not  fo  due,  the  Law  cannot  be 
binding. 

That  Tithes  were  never,  till  now  of  late,  pre- 
tended a  civil  Right,  is  plain  *,  for  as  they  were  im- 
pofed  by  the  Pope,  fo  were  they  triable  in  his 
,Courts ;  and  thofe  very  Laws  made  by  late  Par- 
liaments, did  appoint  them  to  be  tried  in  the  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Courts,  and  reftrained  the  temporal 
Jurifdidlion,  as  the  A6ts  themfelves  teftifie. 

But  what  is  the  Property  that  is  now  claimicd  ? 
Is  it  in  a  Perfon  ?  That  cannot  be,  for  the  Prieft 
hath  them  not  till  he  enters  his  Oflice,  and  when  he 
parts  with  that,  he  lofeth  his  Tithes  :  So  the  Prieft 
hath  no  Property,  but  his  Office  ;  and  what  is 
that  ^  It  was  a  Popifh  Office  when  Tithes  were 
firfh  paid  to  it;  and  how  comes  the  Property  to 
continue  now  the  Office  is  laid  afide,  and  the  Pope 
that  fet  them  up  .^  But  how  can  a  civil  Right  or 
Property  be  pretended,  when  the  Author  was  the 
Pope  .^  The  End  for  a  called  Spiritual  Office,  and 
recovered  in  an  Ecclefiaflical  called  Court,  are 
not  thcfe  Covers  grown  too  Ihort  ^ 

And 
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And  in  the  A61  of  ^2.  Hen.  8th,  Tithes  are 
caWtd  Spiritual  Gifts :  And  there,  of  impropriate 
Tithes  fold  after  the  Diflblution,  it's  faid,  they 
are  now  made  temporal :  And  before  that  Time, 
k  was  never  heard  that  Tithes  were  called  a  tem- 
poral Right. 

■  But  it's  farther  faid,  Thefe  Laws  were  7nade  hy 
Parliaments^  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People :  And 
though  Tithes  were  not  due  before^  ^jct  the^y.  might  give  •* 

Tithes  J  hecaufe  their  own-t  they  being  the  Body  of  the 
People. 

This  would  fuppofe  a  particular  Confccration, 
or  Donation  of  the  People,    not   only  as  in  their  ♦ 

Legiflative  Capacity  to  bind  themfelves  by  a  Law, 
but  by  a  particular  Ad  of  Free-Gift:  But  it's 
plain,  the  A6t  never  intended  any  fuch  Thing, 
for  it  gives  nothing,  but  commands  what  was  before. 

ANoasto  theL^':e;it  felf,  and  all  other  Laws 
of  Kings,  Parliaments,  Popes,  Councils,  Bilhops, 
and  what  ever  elfe  was  by  any   Man  made  for  the 
Paymentof  Tithes  fmce  Ch rift  Jefus  came  in  the 
Flelh,  joined  altogether,  how  do  they  all,  or  any 
of  them,  bind  the  Confcience  ?  For  if  Tithes    be 
not  due  by  the  L^-k;  of  God,    as  is  herein  proved, 
and  almoft  generally  granted :  Who  hath  fet  them 
up  ?  The  Law  of  Man  at  beft :  And  who  is  Man, 
that  makes  a  Law  in  the  Place  where  God  difan- 
nulled  his  own  Command  .?    Is  it   better  to  obey 
Man  than  God  ?  Or  is  Man  grown  wifer  than  his 
Maker  ?  Who  put  this  Power   into  the  Hand  of     - 
Man,  to  raife  a  compulfory  Maintenance  for  Mi- 
nifters  ?    That  any  Parliament  have   Power,    to     - 
make  any  binding  Law  for  the  Maintenance  of 
thofe  they  call  Minifters,  for  doing  a  Work  which     1 
they  call  Worfhip  of  God,    and  fprce  the  People  ^ 
to  fubmit  to  it,  the  clear  Light  of  this  Age  doth  * 

generally     ^ 
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generally  condemn  ;  for  they  are  much  more  like 
to  fet  up  and  maintain  thofe  who  are  contrary  to 
Chrifl,  than  Chrifl's  Miniflcrs,  who  never  looked 
for,  nor  durfl  own  fuch  a  Way  of  Provifion.  Will 
any  fay  they  have  Power  ?  From  whqm  had  they 
it  ?  Is  it  derived  from  the  People  ?  That  cannot  be: 
Have  they  any  other  Power  committed  to  them  I 
Plow  is  it  ?  As  they  are  Magiftrates  •,  if  fo,  the 
"Turk^  and  all  Iniidel  Magiftrates  have  the  like  ? 
Or  is  it  as  they  arc  Chriftian  Magiftrates  ?  Then 
may  not  France^  Spaiuy  &c.  claim  the  fame  ?  For 
what  Nation  in  Europe  will  not  fay  they  have  a 
Chriftian  Magiftracy,  though  far  the  greater  Part 
of  them  be  Papifis  ?  And  may  not  a  Paptft  by  as 
good  Right  require  and  compel  Maintenance  for 
his  Minifters,  as  Henr'j  the  8th,  or  any  other 
could,  or  can  do  ?  But  that  I  may  not  be  niiftaken, 
as  if  I  went  about  to  take  away  the  Magiftrate's 
Power  to  raife  Taxes,  AflefTments,  or  other 
Charges,  for  the  Service  and  Defence  of  the  Nati- 
on, it  is  needful  to  diftinguifli  between  thofe  Things 
that  are  called  Civil,  and  fuch  as  arc  called  Spiri- 
tual :  For  civil  Ends  and  Ufes,  the  People  may 
give  Power  to  their  Reprcfentatives  to  raife  Mo- 
neys, or  any  other  civil  Thing,  becaufe  in  fuch 
Things  they  are  their  own  Mafters  :  But  in  Mat- 
ters of  Religion  and  fpiritual  Things,  no  Man  can 
give  Power  unto  another,  to  impofe  any  Thing 
upon  himfelf,  or  his  Neighbour ;  for  in  thofe 
Things  every  one  is  to  be  accountable  unto  God, 
^nd  to  ftand  and  fall  to  his  own  Matter.  And  thus 
we  give  unto  (^9d,  the  Things  that  are  God's  *,  and 
unto  Ccefar^  the  Things  that  are  his  ;  paying  Tri- 
bute, to  whom  Tribute  is  due.  But  as  for  all 
Z^wj  made  in  the  Will  of  Man,  in  the  Things  of 
God,  and  their ;heavy  Punifhments  inflided  upon 
fuch  as  cannot  for  Confcience  Sake  conform  unto 

them. 
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them,  they  reach  not  the  Confcience,    and  there- 
fore make  no  Sin  againft  God. 

And  as  concerning  the  Laws  of  King  Henry  the 
Sth,  and  Edward  the  6th,  it  may  be  confidered, 
ipme  of  them  were  made  by  a  Popifh  King  and 
Parliament,  and  tiie  reft,  in  the  Glimmerings  of 
Light,  when  Men  were  but  feen  as  Trees  •,  and 
therefore,  to  make  their  J^aws  a  Rule  for  this 
Day  of  clear  and  Sun-fhine  Light,  favours  too 
much  of  the  old  Popifh  Spirit,  and  is  a  Shame  to 
our  Reformation ;  And  if  it  be  faid,  Papijls  might, 
and  did  make  good  L>aws  5  its  true,  in  temporal 
Things  they  did,  but  not  in  Things  of  Religion, 
%vherein  they  are  differenced  from  us,  becaufe 
Papijls. 

But  were  the  Law]u^  in  commanding  Tithes, 
can  it  be  equal  to  give  double  or  treble  Damage, 
where  they  are  not  paid  ?  If  any  Man  owe  a  juft 
and  due  Debt,  no  more  by  Law  can  be  recovered, 
but  what  the  Debt  is,  befides  the  Charges  of  the 
Law :  How  cruel  therefore  are  thefe  Laws  and 
Ordinances^  which  in  a  Matter  of  fo  much  jufb 
Scruple,  require  and  impofe  the  double  or  treble 
Value  ?  And  how  unrighteous  are  all  fuch  Per- 
fbns,  as  by  Force  of  fuch  Laws  receive  them  ? 
For  if  Tithes  were  due,  is  therefore  the  treble  Va- 
lue due,  becaufe  the  Law  hath  made  that  Penalty? 
"Where  is  Equity  or  Juftice  in  either  Z'  The  Pope 
and  his  Adherents  did  only  excommunicate  the 
Refufer  till  he  conformed  ;  and  till  thefe  late  Lawsy 
fuch  Penalties  as  Imprifonmcnt  and  treble  Damage 
were  never  known.  And  here  what  was  by  our 
Forefathers  Superftition  (whom  we  look  back  at  as 
afar  off,  and  pity)  begun  in  Ignorance,  we  build 
up,  and  confirm  with  Tyranny,  and  inftead  of 
their  Rods,  make  to  ourfelves  Scorpions. 

But   herein  is  not  all,   but  the  Law  requires 
every  Man  to  fet  out  the  I'enth,    and  fo  makes 

him 
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him  a  voluntary  Agent,  in  that,  againi^  which  his 
Confcience  teflifies,  which  is  moft  cruel  and  un- 
righteous ;  and  him  that  cannot  do  fo,  they  fue 
and  hale  before  Courts  and  Mngiflrates,  and  there 
they  get  Judgment  of  treble  Damage,  and  by  that 
Judgment,  frequently  take  Five-fold,  yea  fome- 
times  Ten-fold  the  Value  :  Shall  not  thefe  Things 
render  this  Age,  which  fo  much  pretends  to  Re- 
formation, contemptible  to  future  Generations? 
And  for  thefe  Things,  fhall  not  even  Papijls  rife 
up  in  Judgment  againft  us,    and  condemn  us  ? 

But  how  is  it  that  any  Law  for  Tithes  is  now 

executed  ?  Do  not  all  Laws  and  Statute's  for  Tithes 

reflrain  the  Trial   of  them  to  the  Ecclefiaftical 

Courts,   and  prohibit  the  temporal  Courts  from 

medling  with  them  ?    And  fince  the  Ecclefiaftical 

WIS  in  thl^^^^^^  are  deflroyed,    who  have  Power   to  give 

T/>M:^o/t»j  Ji^i^%ment  for  Tithes?    No  temporal  Judge  pro- 

Com-nun     ceeding  according  to  the  Z^wj  for  Tithing.    How 

Wiahb.      is  it  then,  that  fo  many  Perfons  are  fued,  profecuted, 

and  unjuftly  vexed  for  Tithes  in  all   the  Courts  at 

IVeftminfter  *,  and  not  only  fo,   but  in  the  Sheriff's 

Court,  and  other  petty  Courts  in  the  Country  ? 

Objcof.  If  it  be  fa  id,  'The  Statute  gives  double  Da- 
mages and  Cqfls,  and  no  Court  being  appointed  where 
that  JJjall  be  recovered,  it  mull  be  fuppofed  to  be  the 
■  Commo7i-Lavj  Courts, 

IAnswer,  by  afking  of  what  muft  they  give 
the  double  or  treble  Damage,  feeing  they  are  re- 
llrained  from  trying  for  the  fingle  Value  ?  If  they 
cannot  judge  the  one,  how  can  they  award  the 
other  ?  Will  they  condemn  an  AccefTary  before 
they  try  the*  Principal  ?  What  is  this  but  to  make 
the  L^w  a  Nofe  of  Wax,  or  any  Thing,  to  up- 
hold another  unrighteous  Kingdom. 

Obje^,  It  will  be  faid,  Juftices  of  Peace  have 
Power,    It  may  be  fo  by  an  Ordinance,    but  no 

-  Ad 
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Ad  of  Parliament,  which  is  the  Law  of  England  % 
and  that  they  do  it,  many  poor  People  feel ;  for 
generally  they  give  treble  Damages  for  all  Man- 
ner of  Tithes,  when  as  the  Statute  giv^  but  double, 
and  Cofts,  and  that  only  for  predial  Tithes  :  And 
they  ufually  execute  their  Precepts  by  fuch  Per- 
fons  as  will  do  it  efFe6lually,  who  take  generally 
five  Times  more  than  the  Value,  which  they  ap- 
praife  and  fell  far  under  the  Worth  ;  and  he  that 
cannot  comply  with  their  Cruelty,  and  confefs  their 
Judgment  jufl,  by  accepting  back  what  they  will 
return,  doth  frequently  fuffer  five  or  fix-fold,  yea 
often  ten-fold  Damage.  And  here  the  Fingers  of 
the  Juftices  are  too  often  found,  by  confciencious 
Men,  far  more  heavy  than  the  Loins  of  the  Law^ 
nay  more  than  of  the  old  Ecclefiaftical  Courts,  or 
the  Pope  himfelf,  who  hath  no  fuch  Penalties.  I 
write  what  T  can  prove  by  manifold  Inftances. 

Though  thefe  Oppreflions  be  many  and  great, 
yet  are  they  not  all  that  this  Age  exercifes  •,    for 
by  a  new  Device,    under  pretence  that  Prieils  are 
not  able  to  pay  Tenths  to   the   Frote^or^    unlefs 
every  Man  pay  them  their  Tithes,    they  fue  Men 
for  all  Manner  of  Tithes  by  Englijh  Bill  in  the 
Exchequer^    and  there  would    force    them   upon 
their  Oaths,    to  declare  what  Tithes  they  have, 
when  as  in  the  Ecclefiaflical  Courts,  the  Ordinary- 
might  not  examine  a  Man  upon   his  own  Oath, 
concerning  his  own  Tithe :    And   here  fuch  as  ei- 
ther make  Confcience  of  Swearing,    which  Chriil:  . 
forbids,  or  cannot  themfelves  tell  what  Tithe  they 
had,  are  caft  into    Prifon  for  Contempt,    where            t 
they  may  lie  as  long  as.  they"  live,    no  Law  in  the             t 
Nation  reaching  them  any  Relief:  And, divers  up-            ^ 
on  this  Account,  have  long  lain  in   the  Fleets    and  This  was  in 
yet  are  there  ;     and  I  believe   above  an  hundred  *'^^  ^'^^^ 
Suits  are  in  the  Exchequer  depending,    and  Pro-  tbenahuts 
ceedings  ftopt  at  this  Point  j    the  Hearts  of  the 

very 
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very  Officers  of  the  Court  relenting  with  Pity^ 
towards  fuch  Numbers  of  poor  Mer<  brought  thi- 
ther every  Term,  from  the  moil  remote  Parts  of 
the  Nation,  and  fome  of  thf  m  not  for  above  twelve 
Pence  i  fuch  mercilcfs  Cruelty  lodges  in  the  Hearts 
of  many,  if  not  the  moft  of  our  pretended  Gofpel- 
Miniflers. 

O  fhameful  Reformation  !  What !  compel  a 
Man  himfelf  to  fet  out  the  Tithe  of  his  owa 
Goods  to  maintain  an  Hireling-Prieil,  it  may  be, 
one  openly  prophane,  and  fo  make  him  fin  againfl 
his  own  Confcience,  or  take  from  him  thrice,  or 
rather  five  Times  as  much  !  And  not  only  fo,  but 
to  force  him  to  fwear  what  Tithes  he  had,  or  com* 
mit  him  to  Prifon,  there  to  lie  without  Hope  of 
Relief  \  doth  not  the  Cry  of  thefe  Abominations 
reach  through  Palace- Walls,  and  enter  Parlia- 
ment Doors  ?  Surely  they  reach  the  Gates  of  Hea- 
ven. And  though  Man  have  forgotten  his  fair 
Promifes,  God  will  in  due  Time  break  thefe 
Bands,  and  fend  Relief  another  Way.  O  curfed 
firfl  Fruits  and  Tenths,  the  fuperflitious  Relique 
of  Popery,  and  ^ages  of  Unrighteoufnefs,  the 
Caufe  and  Cover  of  all  thefe  Exchequer  Suits,  and 
of  mofl  of  thefe  Mifchiefs  !  Mufl  wc  ftill  have 
Priefls  and  Tithes  ?  Then  mav  we  not  wifh  for 
old  Priefls,  and  old  Ecclefiaflical  Courts?  For 
much  more  Moderation  was  in  them,  and  even 
Papifts  would  blufh  at  our  Cruelties.  Did  but  the 
Magiflrate  fee  what  Havock  is  made  in  the  North, 
what  driving  of  Goods,  the  Oxen  out  of  the  Plozv, 
f  the  Cows  from  poor  and  indigent  Children,    what 

*  carrying  of  P£?/J,  Pans  and  Kettles,  yea  and  fetch- 

•  ing  the  very  Clothes  off  poor  People's  Beds,  he 
would  either  be  afhamed  of  fuch  Juflices,  or  fuch 
Priefls  or  Tithes,  or  of  them  all.  Such  Inflances 
I  could  give,  as  would  make  the  Reader's  Ears  to 
tingle  i  and  he  that  cannot  believe  me,  let  him  fend 

into 


The  Great  Cafe  of  Tithes,  ch^  4S 

into  Cumberland^  and  he  Ihall  meet  with  few  that 
cannot  inform  him  of  it  -,  or  do  but  let  him  go  a 
little  after  Harvefl,  and  he  may  find  the  Juflices 
fo  bufy,  as  if  they  had  little  other  Work  to  be 
doing.  But  whither  have  I  digrefled  ?  let  me  re- 
turn to  hear  what  the  next  can  fay. 

3.  And  thefe  plead  the  Gift  of  thofe  that  were 
formerly  PofTefTors  of  the  Land,  and  fay,  'ihofe 
that  pay  Tithes,  do  but  that  which  their  Ancefiors 
jujlly  charged  upon  the7n. 

To  fuchi  anfwer,    that  it's  true,    many  Ance- 
llors  gave  Tithes  which  of  them  were  required,    as 
before  hath  been  declared  •,    but  what  is  that  to 
us  ?  Or  how  arc  we  thereby  bound  ?  Did  ever  any 
Man,  in  any  Deed  or   Conveyance  of  his  Land, 
cxprefs  any  fuch  Gift,  or  make  any  Exception  of 
Tithes  ?    I  never  faw  or  heard  of  fuch  a  Thing  ♦, 
and  let  thofe  who  can  find  fuch  Refervations,  make 
their  Claim  ;    but  I  believe  it  will  not  be  in  Eng- 
land.    That  which  this  Sort  pleads,  feems  to  make 
a  Ground  for  a  diilind:  Property  ;  for  if  there  be 
a  Property,    it  mull  of  NecefTity  arife  from  him 
that  was  the  true  Owner,  and  had  Power  to  charge 
himfelf  and  his  Poflerity  ;  and  thefe  fay,  They  have 
as  good  Right  to  the  tenth  Fart,  as  the  Owner  hath  to 
the  nine,    and  thai  he  never  pur  chafed  it,  and  the 
like.     Unto  all  which  I  anfwer,    that  though  it 
were  true,  and  could  be  proved.  That  mine  An- 
cefiors gave  Tithes,  and  that  for  ever,    yet  am   I 
not  thereby  bound  to  pay  them,  or  fland  any  way 
chargeable  with  them.     It's  true,    when  they  were 
Owners  of  Land,  they  might  themfelves  yield  and 
fet  forth  what  Part  of  their  Increafe  they  pleafed, 
or  might  have  given  the  tenth,  or  any  other  Part 
ot  their  Land,  as  they  would,  or  they  might  have 
charged  upon  the.  Land,    what  Rent  they  liked  ; 

but 
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but  they^could  not  charge  their  Pofterity,  with 
that  which  was  no  Way  theirs,  nor  which  in  any 
true  Senfe,  Conflru(5lion  or  Underftanding,  they 
could  bdfaid  to  have  any  Property  in,  and  which 
is  not  piiid,  by  Reafon  of  that  which  is  derived 
from  thtem  -,  for  Tithe  is  neither  paid  of  Land, 
nor  byrCReafon  of  the  Land,  but  is  paid  by 
Reafon  ^f  the  Increafe  or  Renewing,  and  therefore 
the  Do6trines  of  the  old  Fathers,  the  Statute  of 
Edw.  the  6th,  and  fo  the  Popifh  Laws  for  Tithes, 
do  as  well  require  the  Payment  of  the  tenth  Part  of 
Men's  J^roiits  and  Gain,  whether  by  Trade,  Com- 
merce or  Merchandize,  as  of  the  Fruits  of  the 
Earth,<^  yea  the  tenth  Part  of  Wages,  and  all  per- 
fonal  Increafe,  though  not  raifed  immediately  by 
Land  '•  And  furely  no  Man  will  fay,  that  he  pays 
Tithe 'bf  thefe  becaufe  his  Anceflors  charged  him 
with  fhem  j  nor  will  any  Man  allow,  that  ano- 
ther Perfon,  by  any  Gift  of  his  Anceftor,  can 
have  ainother  diftinft  Property  in  the  tenth  Part  of 
the  Fruit  of  his  Labours  -,  and  the  Cafe  is  the  fame 
as  to  111  Tithes,  whether  predial,  perfonal  or  mixt  •, 
if  I  fit  flill  and  plow  not,  no  Com  will  grow  :  If 
I  fitt^ill,  and  work  not,  no  Profit  will  rife  -,  fo 
thatit:'s  my  Labour,  my  Diligence  and  Induftry 
that  raifeth  the  Tithe,  and  in  my  Power  it  is,  to 
mak'e  it  lefs  or  more  •,  and  fometimes,  yea  often, 
it  falls  out,  that  the  Tithe  of  Corn  is  thrice  more 
wor^tfh  than  the  Yearly  Value  of  the  Land  on  which 
it  grows  ♦,  and  herein  Tithe  of  Corn  is  far  more 
hard  and  unequal  than  perfonal  Tithes  •,  for  the  one 
pays  but  the  Tenth,  all  Charges  dedu6led  ;  the 
oth^r  pays  the  Tenth  of  Charges  and  all. 

Mine  Anceftor  could  not  charge  it>€  with  that 
which  doth  not  accrue  by  Reafon  of  that  which  I 
have  from  him  ;  nor  am  I  bound,  becaufe  mine 
Ariceftorleft  me  Land,  to  pay  Tithe,  which  is 
not  paid  by  Reafon  of  the  Land,  bur  of  the  Increafe, 

unto 
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i!nto  which  I  am  no  more  tied  by  Law,  than  he  is 
who  hath  Increafe  without  Land.  If  I  have  Land, 
and  no  Increafe,  I  pay  no  Tithes  ;  if  I  have  In- 
creafe, though  no  Land,  I  ought  by  Law  to  pay 
Tithes.  If  I  hufband  my  Land,  fo  that  the  In- 
creafe of  it  is  not  to  be  fevered,  no  Tithe  can  be 
recovered  of  it ;  and  therefore  if  I  paflure  my 
Land,  no  Tithe  fhall  be  paid  for  the  Grafs,  which 
is  eaten  unfevered,  but  only  a  Rate-Tithe  for  that 
which  doth  depafture  on  it ;  which  makes  it  plain^ 
that  Tithe  is  not  paid  by  Reafon  of  the  Land,  but  of 
the  Stock  -,  and  in  that  alfo,  it  lies  in  my  Power  to 
make  the  Tithe  much,  little  or  nothing  •,  if  I 
plough  and  fow  Corn,  the  tenth  Part  of  the  In- 
creafe is  generally  more  worth  than  the  Land  on 
which  it  grows,  which  comes  not  by  the  Land 
which  defcends  from  the  AAceflor,  but  becaufe  of 
the  Increafe,  won  by  the  great  Charge,  Induflry 
and  Labour  of  the  Hufbandman.  If  I  paflure  my 
Ground  with  Sheep  that  yield  a  Fleece,  the  Tithe 
will  be  confiderable,  though  not  fo  much  as  by 
Corn.  If  I  pafture  with  Cows  or  breeding  Cattle, 
a  much  lefs  Tithe  is  paid  :  And  if  I  eat  with  Horfes 
and  barren  Cattle,  a  fmall  and  inconfiderable 
Rate  is  only  required,  tho*  in  few  Places  of  the 
Nation  would  that  be  recovered  in  the  Times  of 
greateft  Height  of  Popifh  Laws.  But  if  I  plane 
AVood,  and  let  it  fland  for  Timber  ;  or  if  I  ftore 
my  Land  withBeafts  which  h^ferce  natures^  where- 
in there  is  no  perfonal  Property,  no  Tithe  Ihall  be 
paid.  Or  if  I  will  let  my  Land  lie  wafle,  fwhich 
may  be  fuppofed,  becaufe  it  may  be  donej  or  will 
eat  my  Meadow,  or  Corn  (landing,  no  Tithe  can 
be  required.  All  thefe  Inflances  manifefl,  that 
Tithe  hath  flill  Relation  to  the  Stock  and  perfonal 
Eftaie,  and  not  to  the  Land,  and  is  paid  by  Rea- 
fon of  the  Stock,  and  not  the  Land  ;  and  fo  no 
Anceftor  could  lay  and  perpetuate  fuch  a  Charge 

£  as 
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as  Tithe  upon  it,  nor  could  he  bind  his  SuccefTor 
to  it.  If  by  my  Anceftor  lam  bound  to  pay  Tithes, 
ratione  tenurtB^  or  in  Confideration  of  the  Land 
which  he  leaves  me,  to  what  Value  mull  it  be  ?  I 
may  yearly  pay  more  than  the  Land  he  leaves  me 
is  worth  :  If  I  keep  it  in  Tillage,  and  if  I  pafture 
it,  I  need  not  pay  the  twentieth  Part  *,  have  I  not 
herein  (without  Fraud  to  my  Anceftors)  Power  to 
pay  much  or  little  ?  (J)  How  is  this  like  a  Rent- 
Charge  certain,    which  is   by   fome  objed:ed  ?    IF 

Tithes 


Crf)Itmay  be  farther  fliewn,  that  there  is  no  Parity  of 
Reafon  between  Tithes  and  a  Rent-Charge  fix'cl  upon  Lands; 
for  a  Rene-Charge  is  paid  by  Reafon  of  the  Lmi  on  which  it 
is  charged  (in  which,  he  that  charg'd  had  a  Property j  but 
Tithes  are  not  paid  by  Reafon  of  the  Land,  hut  by  Reafon 
of  the  Stock  and  Labour  of  the  prefent  Occupier  of  the  Land, 
If  there  be  bo  Increafe,  no  Profit  made,  no  Crop  planted, 
nor  any  Thing  renewing  upon  the  Land,  no  Tithe  can  be  de- 
inanded.  But  for  the  Non-Payment  of  a  Rent-Ch^irge,  he 
on  whom  it  is  fetled,  may  enter  upon  and  poffefs  the  Land 
which  is  charged  with  the  Payment  of  it.  But  for  Non-Pay- 
mentof  Tithes,  he  who  claims  them,  cannot  enter  upon  or 
polTefs  the  Land,  but  is  made  whole  out  of  the  Stock  of  the 
Occupier.  AU  which  demonftrates,  that  it  is  the  Stock,  not 
the  Land,  of  which  the  Tithe  is  p;iid.  Now  fmce  Tithes  are 
not  the  tenth  Part  of  the  Land,  but  the  tenth  Part  of  the  In- 
creafe of  the  Stock,  and  feeing  the  Labour,  Care,  Skill,  In- 
duftry  and  Diligence  of  the  Occupant,  is  involved,  and  ne- 
ceflarily  included  in  the  Stock,  as  inftrumental  Means  and 
Caufes  of  producing  the  Increafe :  a  perpetual  Grant  of  Tithes, 
implies  a  Grant  not  only  of  other  Men's  Stocks,  in  which  the 
Granters  iiad  no  Property,  but  of  other  Men's  Labours, 
Care,  Skill,  Diligence  and  Induftry  alfo,  long  before  they 
■were  begotten  ;  upon  which  Suppofition,  all  Men  but  Priefts, 
fmce  Etbelwolf's  Time  (the  firft  King  of  Evgland,  who  made 
a  Grant  of  Tithes) /n«/?  bi  bom  SUvesy  under  an  Obligation  to 
employ  their  Time,  Pains,  Induftry  and  Skill,  in  roorkwg 
for  the  Priefts.  But  whether  it  be  rational  to  admit  in  Etheh 
jvolf,  or  ai\^  other,  a  Power  to  mpofe  the  Necefftiy  of  fuch  a 
ftrvik  Condition  on  their  Pofterity,  let  the  Reader  judge. 

And 
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Tithes  were  paid  by  Reafonof  the  Land,    fiirely 

there  is  mod  Reafon,  that  the  tenth  Part  of  the 

E  2  Grafs 


And  if  we  fuppofe,  that  EthelwoJf  had  an  ample  Power  of 
diipofing  what  he  pleafed,    or  that  the  People  had  by  Con- 
fent  joined  with  him  in  the  Donation,  every  Man  according 
to  the  Intcreft  he  had ;    yet  neither  could  he  fingle,  nor  he 
and  they  con  join'd,   grant  anymore  than  belonged  to  them- 
(elves ;  for  it  is  an  indifputable  Maxim,    that  '^  No  Man  can  *  Nenid 
transfer  more  Ej^ht  to  inother,  than  he  himj€lf  hath.     They  pl"s  juris 
might  have  difpofcd  of  what  Part  of  the  Land  they  pleafed,  ^d  alium 
they  might  have  given  the  tenth  Part  of  the  Land,    the  tenth  transferre 
Acre,  ^c   But  for  them  to  make  a  Grant  of  the  tenth  Part  poteft^ 
ofthe  Profits  of  the  Land  for  ever,   is  repugnant  to  Reafon,  q^am  ip/e 
luftice  and  Equity;   they  arc  therefore  greatly  miftaken,  haberet* 
who  take  Tithes  to  be  no  more  than  a  Rent-Charge,  and  urge 
it.  That  the  Owners  might  as  well  male  a  Grant  oflithesfor  ever^ 
as  fet  a  I{ent  Charge  upatheir  Lands  for  ever* 

Tho'  this  Argument  has  been  urg'd  for  the  Reafon  and 
Lawfulnefs  of  paying  Tithes,  yet  if  we confider  impartially 
the  Nature  of  each,  we  fhall  find  a  vaft  Difference ;  For  if  a 
"Man  enjoys  a  Farm,  on  which  a  Rent-Charge  is fetled,  he 
is  chargeable  with,  and  liable  to  pay  it,  whether  he  employ 
his  Farm  or  not.  Whence  it  is  evident,  that  a  Rent-Charge 
being  a  Charge  upon  the  Landy  not  upon  i\\Q  Stock,  and  lithes 
being  a  Charge  upon  the  Stock,  not  upon  the  I;!;/.-/,  though 
our  Anceftors  had  Power  to  lay  a  F^snt-Charge  upon  their 
own  Lands,  in  which  they  had  a  Property,  yet  they  could 
not  have  a  Power  to  grant  Tithes  out  of  other  Men's  Stocks, 
in  which  they  had  no  Property.    Again, 

Though  it  (hould  be  urged,  'that  Tithes  were  fetJed  bythofe 
that  mere  actually  feized  of  them  in  Law  j  yet  if  Tithes  be  the 
Tenth  of  the  Profits  or  Increafe  of  the  Land,  they  who  were 
a^ually  feized  of  them  in  Law,  could  fettle  no  more  than  they 
were  feized  of,  and  they  could  be  actually  feized  of  no  other 
Profits  or  Increafe,  than  what  did  grow,  increafe,  or  renew 
upon  the  Land,  while  they  were  adually  feized  of  it:  So 
thatfuch  Settlement,  how  valid  foever,  while  they  lived,  muft 
needs  expire  with  them.  Hence  can  any  one  with  Reafon 
urge,  that  they  who  were  pofleft  of  Land  an  hundred  Years 
ago,  could  then  fettle  or  difpofe  of  the  Profits  and  Increafe 
that  (hall  grow  and  arife  upon  the  Land  an  hundred  Years 
after,  fince  that  Profit  cannot  arile  barely  from  the  Land, 
but  from  the  Labour,  laduftryand  Stock  of  the  Occupier? 

Were 
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Grafs  renewing  upon  all  Pafture  Grounds  fliould 
be  paid  ;  for  the  Land  ftill  brings  that  with  it, 
and  it'scafily  divideable  by  Rent,  or  let  by  Month. 
If  another  hath  as  good  Right  to  the  tenth  Part  of 
the  Increafe,  as  the  Owner  hath  to  the  nine,  why 
can  he  not  take  it  without  the  Owner's  fetting  it 
out^  or  recover  it  by  A6lion  of  Debt  or  Trefpafs  ? 
But  it  is  clear  there  is  no  Title  till  it  be  fct  forth, 
and  then  if  the  Owner  carry  it  away,  an  A6lion  of 
Trefpafs  lies,  becaufe  he  had  fet  it  out,  and  given 
ic  to  another,  and  fo  altered  his  Property,  as  one 
Man  doth,  by  marking  his  Cattle  for  another 
Man,  and  therefore  it  is,  that  the  Z^zc;  which  com- 
mands Tithes,  doth  not  give  Power  to  any  to  take 
the  Tithe,  becaufe  he  had  no  Title,  but  enjoyns 
the  Owner  to  fet  it  forth,  and  fo  make  it  another's 
by  his  own  Confent. 

If  any  Man  claim  Tithes  by  my  Anceflor's  Gift, 
may  I  not  afk  him,  to  whom,  and  for  what,  my 
Anceflors  gave  them  ?  And  it  is  plain  beyond  De- 
nial, that  all  thofe  Gifts  of  Lands  or  Tithes  in  En- 
gland,  fince  Auguftin  the  Monk  planted  the  Popijh 

Faith, 


Were  ererany  aftually  feized  of  the  Labour  of  the  Husband- 
r.ian's  Hands,  of  the  Sweat  of  his  Brows,  of  the  Judgment, 
Underftanding  and  Skill  that  God  hath  given  him  ;  of  the 
IStockhe  imploys,  the  Coft  hebeftows,  the  Care,  Pains,  In- 
duftry  and  Diligence  heexercifes  for  the  obtaining  a  Crop  ? 
Again,  if  we  confider  the  Pra^tic^of  our  Anceftors,  in 
their  Donations  of  Tithes,  we  nuy  find,  that  they  did  not 
look  upon  Tithes  to  beat  all  in  the  Nature  of  a  Rent  Charge, 
for  they  took  great  Care  by  Legal  Seitkmemsy  to  fecure  and 
affure  thofe  ij{fwt-Cib^r^^5;  but  made  no  Provifion  (for  fome 
hundred  Years)  for  tbc  Payment  of  Tithesy  fave  by  Ecclefiafti- 
cal  Cenfures ;  nor  was  the  Knack  of  fueing  for  Tithes  in 
temporal  Courts  io}in(\  o)My  till  of  late  Years;  which  argues, 
thatas  they  gave  Tithes  at  firft  in  a  religious  Cthough  bhnd) 
Devotion,  fo  they  intended  the  Covtivu-^ce  of  ihem  fhould 
have  depended  on  Devotion  alfo.  Thomas  EllmQi'i  Founid" 
tion  of  Tithes  ^Ahm 
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Faith^  and  preached  up  the  new  Payment  of  Tithes, 
were  given  to  PopiJJj  Priejls^  for  faying  Prayers 
for  the  Souls  of  the  Givers,  and  their  deceafed  An- 
ceftors,  as  old  Confecrations  do  witnefs  /  And 
therefore  in  Reafon,  if  the  Confideration  and  Ser- 
vice be  ceafed,  fo  ought  alfo  the  Wages,  for  no 
Man,  in  Law  or  Equity,  ought  to  claim  Wages 
when  he  will  not  do  the  Work  for  which  it  was 
given  ;  and  feeing  thofe  Popi/h  Pr lefts  and  Prayrs 
are  laid  afide,  the  Gift  (if  any  fuch  were,  and 
could  be  binding)  ought  to  return  to  the  Donor, 
and  may  not  without  his  Confcnt  be  perverted  to 
another  Life. 

"  Tithe  was  never  claimed  in  Refped:  of  any  gi-jgp^ 
*'  Ownerfhip  in  the  Land,  but  ex  debito^  by  the  HERD. 
"  Law  of  God,  for  Subftra6lion  whereof,  no  Re- 
"  m^(^Y  \^Y  2it  ^^t  Common-haw',  and  therefore, 
"  if  a  Parfon  let  a  Leafe  of  his  Glebe  to  another, 
"  with  all  the  Appurtenances,  yet  liehimfelf  fhall 
"  have  Tithe  of  it." 

"  Terr^e  non  fiint  decimahiles  -,    and  therefore 
*'  neither  Mines  nor  parries  of  Iron^    Brafs^    Tin,  COOK, 
*«  Lead^  Coals,  Stones,  Tile,  Brick,  or  Lime,    are 
'«  tithable,  nov  Houfes,  nor  Trees,  nor  Grajs,  nor 
"  Corn,  till  they  be  fevered  from  the  Land,    the  corfimiUr 
*'  real  Eflate  which  defcends  by  Inheritance  from  is  Felony^ 
"  the  Ancefl-or,  and  made  a  diftind  perfonal  Voi-Trefpafsbe 
«  fefTion.'*     And  therefore  Tithe  is  not  paid  ©^  ^^//^/^^ 
Land,  nor  by  Reafon  of  theLand,  nor  is  it  a  Charge  moveable 
uponLand^    like  a  Rent-Charge,  nor  was  it  cvtr  Goods, 
fo  claimed,  till  of  late,  that  the  Popijh  Covers  were 
not  broad  enough. 

Ohje5i.  But  fomeobjeftandfay.  When  I  bought 
my  Land,  I  bought  not  the  Tithe,  nor  paid  any  Thing 
for  it. 

Anfw.  I  ANSWER,  That  I  and  all  Men  bought 
all  our  Land,  and  that  without  any  Charge  of 
Tithe  upon  it  s  and  therefore  in  all  Conveyances, 

E  I  ii\ 
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it*s  ftill  faic].  All  that  ^c.  and  never  any  Cove- 
nant for,  or  Exemption  of,  a  tenth  Parr,  either  of 
Land  or  Increafe  ;  and  to  him  that  Hiich,  the  Sel- 
ler, or  his  Anceflor  charged  it  with  Tithes,  as  a 
Rent,  I  fay,  where  a  Rent  is  charged,  it  is  ftill  ex- 
prefled,  and  find  any  fuch  Exemption  or  Covenant, 
^nd  I  will  freely  pay  them  as  a  juft  Debt.  And  is  ic 
not  ridiculous  for  any  to  talk  of  purchafing  his 
Tithe  ?  For  with  his  Labour,  Charge  and  Hufban  - 
dry,  he  pays  dear  enough  for  his  whole  Increafe. 

Ohj.  Another  objefts,  float  thd*  I  bought  all 
tny  Land^  yt  I  bought  it  cheaper^  (becaufe  itwas  fiip- 
pofed^  that  it  ought  to  pay  tithes)  than  I  could  have 
bought  fuch  Land  as  was  known  to  be  Tithe-free  \  and 
therefore  having  a  cheaper  Bargain^  I  am  bound  in 
Equity  to  pay  Tithes,  (e) 

Anf.  I  ANSWER,  that  I  have  already  proved  all 
Land  is  Tithe-free,    and  the  Charge  of  Tithe  is 

upon 


C<r)  N,  B,  Let  the  Reader  confider,  IVhat  it  is  the  Turchn- 
Jer  buys»  and  rchat  it  is  Tithes  axe  deminded  of.  The  Purcha- 
fcr  buys  the  Landy  and  that  he  bviys  intire.  No  Tithe-Land, 
no  tenth  Acre,  is  ever  excepted  exprcfly  or  implicitly  ;  but 
hebuys  the  whole  Field  or  Farm,  the  tenth  Part  as  well  as 
the  nin,\  But  in  this  Purchafe  he  buys  the  Land,  not  the 
Profits  or  Increafe,  which  by  Husbandry  and  manuring  may 
arife  upon  the  Land  in  Time  to  come ;  for  they  arc  uncer- 
tain, and  the  Seller  who  makes  him  an  AlTuranceof  the 
Land,  will  not  undertake  to  affure  him  a  future  Increafe  and 
Profit  from  the  Land  ;  nor  were  it  reafonable  to  expert  it. 
When  therefore  he  has  this  Land,  if  he  will  have  Profit  and 
Increafe  from  it,  he  muft  purchafe  that  after  another  Man* 
ner.  He  pays  for  that,  fand  many  Times  dear  enough  too) 
by  the  Labour  and  Charge  he  beftows  in  Tilling,  Dreffing, 
and  Manuring  it.  And  if  in  this  Senfe,  he  may  be  faid  tQ 
purchafe  the  nine  Parts  of  the  Crop  or  Increafe,  in  the  fame 
jeafe  he  purchafeth  the  tenth  Part  alfo,  forhebeftows  his 
Charge  and  Pains  on  all  alike;  and  the  tenth  Partftands  him 
in  as  much  as  any  one  of  the  Nine,    Thus  then  the  Buyer 

firft 
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upon  the  Stock  and  perfonal  Eftate,  and  not  upon 
the  Land.  And  the  Strength  of  this  Objedion 
lies,  in  comparing  thofe  that  pay  Tithes  with  thofe 
that  are  free  •,  they  that  buy  Lands  Tithe-free,  are 
eafed  of  this  Opprelfion,  and  are  in  no  Hazard  ; 
and  tho'  all  others  ought  to  be  fo,  yet  it  being  a 
Queftion,  whether  they  can  eafe  themfelves  of  the 
Burden,  they  buy  under  an  Hazard,  and  as  fub- 
je6t  to  fuch  a  Charge  ;  but  if  they  can  call  off  the 
Yoke,  they  get  but  what  is  their  own  :  And  feeing 
we  have  denied  the  Pope's  Authority  and  Suprema- 
cy, we  may  fo  foon  as  we  can,  wholly  caft  off  the 
Burdens  which  he  laid  on  us.  And  thus,  he  that 
buys  Lands  in  the  Years  of  Trouble  and  heavy 
Taxes,  may  perhaps  buy  much  cheaper  than 
when  none,  or  little,  is  paid  :  Shall  he  therefore 
always  be  required  to  pay  Taxes  when  others  are 
difcharged  ?  Or  fhall  he  that  bought  cheap  Penny- 
worths on  the  Borders  between  England  and  Scol- 
land,  when  thofe  Parts  were  in  felted  vv^ith  Mojfe- 
E  4  Troopers, 

firft  purchafeth  che  Land,  and  afterward  the  Occupier,  whe- 
ther Owner  or  Tenant,  purchafeth  the  Crop.  The  one  buys 
the  Land  by  laying  down  fo  much  Money,  the  other  obtains 
the  Crop,  by  bellowing  fo  much  Charge,  and  fo  much  La- 
bour, ^c.  And  as  in  the  Purchafe  of  the  Lands,  the  Buyer 
doth  as  really  buy  the  mw/;  ^crtr,  or  tenth  Part  of  the  Lands, 
as  the  Ninth  or  any  other  Part  of  the  Nine;  fo  in  the  Pur- 
chafe of  the  Crop,  the  Occupier  doth  as  really  purchafe  the 
tsmh  Pdn  of  the  Profits  and  Increafe,  as  he  doth  the  Ninth, 
or  any  other  Part  of  the  Nine;  and  after  the  fame  Manner, 
be  lays  his  Dung  on  all  alike,  he  fows  his  Seed  on  ali  alike,  he 
plows  tftf  rf/zie,  he  beftows  Pains  and  Charge,  and  exercifes 
his  Skill  and  Care  eciuUy  on  all*  Thus  it  appears,  that  7ithe» 
are  really  pure hajei  by  them,  by  whom  the  nine  Parts  are  pur- 
chafed,  and  do  really  belong  to  them,  to  whom  the  nine  Parts 
do  belong ;  whether  Tithes  be  underftood  of  Lands  or  of 
Profits,  It  of  Lands,  the  Purchafer  doth  as  really  buy  the 
Tenth  Acre ,  as  any  of  the  Nine,  and  gives  as  much  for  it.  If 
of  Profits,  the  tenth  Sheaf,  or  tenth  Pan  of  the  Crop,  doth  coft 
the  Occupier  A$  mncb  to  the  full,  as  any  other  of  the  nine 
Parts. 
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Troopers,  always  maintain,  or  pay  Tribute  to 
Thieves  and  Robbers  ?  We  bought  Land  when 
the  Pope's  Yoke  was  upon  our  Necks,  and  if  we 
caft  it  from  us,  we  may,  by  as  good  Reafon,  be 
eafed  of  our  Tithes,  as  they  of  their  Taxes.  But 
if  I  bought  cheaper,  what  is  that  to  the  State,  or 
to  a  Prieft  ?  If  in  Equity  I  be  bound  to  pay  any 
more,  it  is  mofljufl,  that  he  have  it  of  whom  I 
bought  my  Land,  and  not  another. 

"There  are  others  who  fkad  a  legal  Right  by  Pre- 
fcription,  and  that  they  have  a  good  Rights  becaufr 
they  havefo  longpoffejfed  them. 

This  was  the  old  Device,  firft  to  preach  that 
Tithes  were  due,  and  then  to  limit  them  to  the 
Parifhes,  and  when  forty  Years  were  pad,  to  claim 
them  as  a  Debt,  which  before  was  paid  as  Charity, 
or  at  moft  as  a  Free-will  Offering  of  the  Owner. 
And  thus  the  Pope  got  Firfl-fruits  and  Tenths,  and 
Peter-pence^  and  many  (f)  great  Sums  out  of  thiiJ 
and  other  Nations,  which  long  continued  ;  and  he 
might  as  well  have  pleaded  his  Prefcription,  as  any 
oi  his  Branches  now  can  do.  Is  any  \'o  blind,  as 
not  to  fee  what  poor  Shifts  are  now  made,  to  up- 
hold fo  great  and  Opprelfion,  which  can  find  no 
better  Ground  for  its  Support  than  this,  that  it  hath 
been  fo  long  continued?  But  fhall  the  Continuance  of 
an  Opprelfion  give  Right  to  perpetuate  the  Grie- 
vance ?  How  many  great  and  heavy  PrefTures,  in 
other  Things,  did  long  lie  on  this  Nation,  of 
Cuftoms  and  Pradlices  of  former  Times,  which 
daily  were,  and  flill  have  been  abolifhed,  as  Light 
did  more  and  more  encreafe  ?  Witnefs  thofe  many 
Laws  and  Statutes  made,  and  now  in  Force,    abo- 

lifhing 

(  f)  hi  temp.  H,  3.  th  Vop^hdi  above  1 20000 1.  pr  Annum^ 
out  of  this  Nitiorjf  which  wxs  then  niQrc  worth  than  the  ling's 
J{evenne» 
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lifhing  the  Ufliges  and  Cuftoms  of  former  Ages  ; 
but  yet  this  is  a  great  Miftake,  for  by  the  Common- 
Law  fand  the  old  Popijh  Ecclefiaftick-Law  is  our  of 
Doors^  no  Man  can  prefcribe  to  have  Tithes,  tho' 
many  may  prefcribe  to  be  free  from  Tithes,  or 
Part  thereof  ;  for  he  that  claims  Tithes,  ^except 
Impropriators,  to  whom  I  fhall  fpeak  hereafter^ 
muft  claim  them  as  a  Parfon,  Vicar,  or  other  cal- 
led Ecclefiaflick  Officer,  and  ('as  I  have  hinted  be- 
fore) he  claims  them  not  as  fuch  a  Perfon,  but  as 
fuch  an  Officer,  and  the  Prefcription  (if  any  were) 
is  to  his  Office.  Now  if  no  fuch  Office  be  in  Be- 
ing, his  Ckim  is  at  an  End :  That  there  is  now  no 
fuch  Office,  is  plain,  for  when//,  the  8th  renounced 
the  Pope,  he  was  declared  by  A61  of  Parliament 
CwhichwasafTented  to  by  all  the  Clergy  in  their 
Convention)  to  be  the  Head  of  the  Church  ;  and 
all  Arch-Bifhops,  Bifhops,  and  all  others  in  Ec- 
clefiaflical  Orders,  were  no  longer  to  hold  of  the 
Pope,  but  of  the  King,  and  not  to  claim  their  Be- 
nefices by  Title  from  the  Pope,  but  of  the  King, 
by  Virtue  of  that  Ad:  of  Parliament.  And  here 
the  Succeffion  from  the  Pope  was  cut  off,  and  dif- 
continued  ♦,  and  the  King  by  his  new  Authority,  as 
Head  of  the  Church,  made  Bifhops,  and  gave  them 
Power  to  make  Parfons,  Vicars,  and  others  called 
Ecclefiaflick  Officers.  Afterwards,  as  the  King 
renounced  the  Pope,  fo  the  Parliament  of  England 
laid  afide  Kings,  who  had  aflumed  the  Title  and 
Stile  of  Plead  of  the  Church,  and  alfo  aboliflied 
Arch-Bifhops  and  Bifhops,  and  all  their  Depen- 
dencies, Root  and  Branch :  And  here  the  whole 
Ecclefiaflick  State  was  diflblved,  and  the  Body  fell 
with  the  Head,  and  the  Branches  with  the  Root  -, 
both  Parfons,  Vicars  and  Curates,  and  all  the 
whole  Progeny  and  Off-fpring,  and  fo  all  their 
Right,  Title  and  Claim  to  Tithes,  was,  and  is  at 
an  End,  as  is  more  plainly,    and  more  fully,   fet 

forth 
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forth  in  a  late  printed  Paper,    by  Jer.  Benfon^    to 
which  I  refer. 

And  now  I  come  to  the  laft,  Thofe  that  claim  by 
Purchafe^  and  thefe  are  the  hnpropriator:^  and  they 
fay  they  have  bought  them  of  the  State,  and  have  paid 
great  Sums  of  Money  for  them,  and  many  of  them  have 
no  other  Subftflence. 

To  thefe  I  anfwer,  That  I  have  fliewed  before, 
that  in  the  Root  all  Tithe  is  alike,  whether  it  be 
now  claimed  by  a  Priefl  or  an  Impropriaror,  and 
both  mufl  fall  together.  And  feeing  thofe  that 
fold  them  had  no  good  Title,  neither  can  theirs  be 
madegood  which  is  derived  from  them;  But  fee- 
ing it  was  the  State  that  fold  them,  and  that  the 
whole  Nation  had  the  Benefit  of  their  Moneys,  it 
is  equal  and  juft,  when  they  cannot  have  what  is 
fold,  that  their  Moneys  be  repaid  j  to  which  Point 
I  fhall  fpeak  more  fully  hereafter,  in  Anfwer  to 
an  Objeftion  which  I  meet  with  in  my  Way,  need- 
ful to  be  refolved. 

And  thus  I  have  briefly  gone  over  the  whole 
Matter,  and  heard  what  every  one  can  fay,  and 
have  returned  them  Anfwers,  by  which  it  doth 
plainly  appear,  that  no  Man  at  this  Day  can  claim 
Tithe  of  another,  either  by  Divine  or  Humane 
Right  ;  and  that  Tithes  are  neither  due  by  the  ex- 
prcfs  Law  of  God,  nor  by  the  Equity  of  that  Law, 
nor  by  the  Decrees  of  the  Church,  nor  Grants  of 
Kings,  nor  Laws  of  Parliaments,  nor  Gifts  of  the 
People,  nor  Prefcriptionof  the  PoffefTors,  nor  the 
Purchafe  of  Impropriators. 

It  now  only  remains,  that  I  anfwer  fome  gene- 
ral Objedions,  which  I  fhall  do  in  as  much  Brevity 
as  I  can,  and  fo  leave  the  whole  to  the  Reader. 

The  Firfl  is  made  by  the  State. 
The  Second  by  Impropriators. 
And  the  Third  by  Pari/h-Minifiers, 

And 
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And  all  thefe  together  objeft,  and  fay.  That  tho* 
it  fljould  be  granted^  that  the  Right  of  Tithes  cannot  he 
jroved^  'jet  if  it  be  found,  that  taking  them  away  will 
bring  great  Lofs  to  the  Public k  Revenue,  much  Da- 
mage, if  not  Ruin,  to  rnany  particular  Perfons  and 
Families,  and  great  Hazard  of  bringing  Confufion  to 
the  Nation,  by  fuch  a  great  Alteration,  after  fo  long  a 
Settlement,  and  endanger  the  very  publick  ProfeJJion 
of  Religion,  by  taking  away  Minifier^s  Maintenance, 
and  confequently  Miniftrj  it  felf',  it  is  not  Prudence 
for  fatisfyingfome,  to  bring  fo  many  and  great  Incon- 
veniencies  upon  the  Nation. 

These  Objcdions  plead  not  for  the  Right  of 
Tithes,  but  againtt  the  removing  of  them,  to  pre-  \ 

vent  Inconvenience  ;  and  if  the  one  be  granted,  that 
Tithes  are  an  innovated  Popifh  Exadion  and  Op- 
preflion  •,  and  neither  due  by  Law  of  God  or  Man, 
fuch  Confiderations  as  thefe  ought  not  to  obftru6t 
the  Removal  of  fo  heavy  a  Grievance  andOpprefli- 
on,  but  that  which  is  jufl  ought  to  be  done,  which 
is  a  general  Good  to  the  whole  Body,  and  almoll 
every  individual  Member  -,  and  then  fuch  Parts  as 
are  found  grieved,  may  be  afterwards  eafed  and  re- 
lieved •,  and  though  all  thefe  fhould  in  fome  Mea- 
fure  fufFer,  it  were  but  jufl,  feeing  their  Compli- 
ance with  the  OpprefTor,  hath  brought  fuch  a  ge- 
neral Yoke  and  Burden  upon  the  whole  Body,  and 
now  they  are  become  the  only  Obftruclions  of  the 
general  Eafement  and  publick  Freedom. 

And  yet  a  few  Words  I  ffiall  anfwer  to  every 
one,  and  firfl  to  the  State,  which  complains  of  a 
great  Lofs  by  taking  away  Firfl-fruits  and  Tenths, 
which  are  paid  out  of  Tithes . 

When  the  Pope  hadeflabliflied  the  Payment  of 
Tithes,    and  fet  up  a  new  Hierarchy,    after  the  5f^^^^*"  '*'' 
Pattern  of  the  JffK/f/fe  Priefthood,  he  took  upon  him-  aT''^!2%* 
felf  to  be  SuccefTor  to  the  Jewifl;f  High-Prieft,  and  &c*. 

claimed 
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claimed  Tenths  from  all  his  inferior  Priefts,  jure 
divino  ;  and  in  procefs  of  Time,  he  got  to  himielf, 
by  the  like  Colour,  Firll-fruits  alfo  -,  and  though 
it  was  long  e'er  he  brought  his  Work  to  pafs  in 
England^  yet  at  laft  it  was  effeded  :  You  may  by 
thele  following  Infrances  know,  how  much  our 
Englijh  Nation  ftrugled  againfl  them. 

'The  King  forbad  H,  P.  the  Pope^s  Nuncio,    to  col- 
2Ed.5.Rol  le^  Firjl-fruits. 

The  Pope^s  Colkofor  was  willed-na  longer  to  gather 
the  Firft-fruitSy  it  hehtg^  v^rj^  Novelty,  and  no   Per- 
fon  was  any  longer  to  pay  them. 
aV  X  V.'       The Cojumons  Petition,  that  Provifion  maybe  made 
2.Nu.  66.  againfi  the  Pope^s  ColleSlors  for  levying  of  Firft-fruits. 

The  King  in   Parliament  anfwers.   There  Jhall  be 
^^^'^^^^' granted  a  Prohibition  in  all  fuch  Cafes,  where  the 
Pope^s  Colle^orsfiall  attempt  any  fuch  Novelties. 

Upon  Complaint  made  by  the  Commons  in  Parlia- 
ment, the  King  willeththat  Prohibitions  be  granted  to 
the  Papers  Collectors,  for  receiving  of  Firft-fruits, 

Firft-fruits,  by  Arch-Bifhops  and  Bifhops  to  the 
Pope,  were  ter^ned  an  horrible  Mifchief,  and  damna- 
ble Cuftoui: 

The  Pope*s  ColUulorswere  required  from  thenceforth^ 
not  to  levy  any  Money  within  the  Realm,  for  Firfi -fruits. 

The  Pope  thus  claiming  Firft-fruits  and  Tenths 
as  annexed  to  his  Chair,  SuccefTor  to  the  Jewifh 
High-Prieft,  and  Head  of  the  Church,  continued  to 
coUedl  them,  till  H.  the  8th,  difcontented  with  the 
Pope,  tho*  himfelf  was  a  Papift,  renounceth  the 
Pope's  Supremacy,  and  aflumes  it  to  himfelf;  and 
by  A61  of  Parliament  in  the  26th  Year  of  his  Reign, 
got  Firfl-fruits  and  Tenths  annexed  to  his  Crown, 
as  Head  of  the  Church  \  and  fo  himfelf  became 
worfe  than  the  Pope,  taking  the  Wages,  but  not 
doing  the  Pope's  Work  :  And  that  which  before 
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by  Parliaments,  in  the  Height  of  Popery,  was  de- 
clared a  damnable  Cuftom,  was  now,  in  the  Be- 
ginning of  Reformation,  made  a  Foundation-Srone 
to  fupport  the  Greatnefs  of  the  new-made  Head. 

Afterwards,  Queen  M^r)',  not  daring  to  af- 
fumethe  Headfhipof  the  Church,    did  relinquifh, 
and  by  A6i:  of  Parliament,  wholly  took  away  Firft- 
fruits  and  Tenths,  fhe  doing  no  Work  to  deferve 
fuch  Wages.     And  what  a   Shame  is  this  to  our 
Nation,  and  our  great  ProfefTions,    after  fo  long 
Talk  of  Reformation,  now  to  plead  for  fuch  Wa- 
ges of  Unrighteoufnefs,  firft  exaded  by  the  Pope, 
and  then  by  fuch  as  afTumed  to  themfeives  the  Stile 
of  Head  of  the  Church,  who  upon  that  very  Ac- 
count had  them  annexed  to  the  Crown  ?    And  fhall 
we  now,  who  pretend  to  have  cafl   off  the  Pope, 
and  left  the  Headlhip  of  the  Church  to  Chrifb, 
fworfe  like  than  Queen  Mary)  uphold  fuch  wicked 
Oppreflions,  which  are  the  Ground  of  a  great  Part 
of  good  Men's  Sufferings   for  Tithes  this  Day  ? 
For  the  Pretence  of  paying  Tenths  is  theGround  of 
the  many  Suits  for  Tithes  in  the  Exchequer^    where 
otherwife  by  Law  they  could  not,  nor  ought  to 
be  recovered.     And  as  to  the  publick  Revenue, 
I  am  informed  they  add  not  much  thereunto,    but 
all,    or  a  great  Part  of  them,  are  given  in  Aug- 
mentations to  Priefls,  who,  no  doubt,  will  receive 
them  without  Scruple  •,  though  I  know,    many  of 
them,  not  long  fince,  did  complain  againft   them 
as  a  Popifli  OppreiTion.     But   take  away  Tithes, 
and  there  are  as  many  Glebe-Lands  will  fall  to  the 
State^  as  willfully  make  up  that  Lofs,  which  they 
may  as  well  take  away,    as  their  PredecefTors  did 
the  Revenues  of  Abbeys  and  Monafleries  ;    and 
when  the  People  are  eafed  of  Tithes,  they  will  be 
better  able,  and  more  willing,  to  enlarge  the  pub- 
lick  Treafury,  if  it  be  found  wanting. 

But 
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But  it's  hoped,  our  State  rather  looks  at  the 
Freedom  of  the  People,  than  the  Increafe  of  the 
Revenue  ;  feeing  fo  lately  they  took  away  the  Pro- 
fits of  the  Court  of  Wards^  which  was  a  much  bet- 
ter and  greater  Income,  and  granted  many  great 
Men  fuch  Freedom  for  nothing,  as  they  could  nei- 
ther in  Right  claim,  nor  in  Reafon  expedl,  with- 
out a  very  great  Sum,  their  Eftates  being  given  to 
them  to  hold  by  fuch  Services  ;  and  furely,  they 
will  not  deny  the  poorer  Sort  of  People  their  own 
and  dear  bought  Increafe. 

Secondly,  To  Impropriators^  and  fuch  as  have  more 
lately  bought  Tithe-Rents. 

And  to  thefelfay,  tho'  it  be  a  general  Rule, 
Caveat  Emptor^  yet  feeing  the  Ignorance  of  former 
Days  ("but  peeping  out  of  Popery  J  did  take  it  for 
granted  (both  Buyer  and  Seller  j  that  the  Title  was 
good  •,  and  fince  the  Puichafers  did  pay  great  Sums 
of  Money  for  them  to  the  State^  which  went  to  the 
bearing  and  defraying  the  publick  Charge  of  the 
Nation,  it  is  juft,  that  they  have  a  moderate  Price 
for  them,  with  which  I  believe  mofl  f  if  not  allj  of 
them,  would  be  well  pleafed  and  content,  only  in 
the  Eftimate  of  that  Rate  they  muft  confider,  that 
they  have  bought  no  more,  but  what  the  Abbey, 
Monaftery,  or  other  difTolved  Houfe  had  ;  and 
thcfeHoufes,  out  of  their  appropriate  Tithes,  were 
to  find  a  fufficient  Prieft  or  Curate,  Canonically 
inftituted,  which  was  to  have  Allowance  at  the  Dif- 
cretion  of  the  Bifhop  of  the  Diocefs,  and  alfo  a 
convenient  Portion  of  the  Tithd  was  to  be  fet  apart, 
for  the  Yearly  Maintenance  of  the  Poor  of  the  Pa- , 
rifh  for  ever,  as  is  provided  by  divers  A(5ts  of  Par- 
liament. And  after  the  Difiolution  and  Sale  of 
Tithes,  the  like  Charge  was,  and  ought  to  be  con- 
tinued upon  them,    as  at  large  is  proved,    in  a 
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Treatife,  called  the  poor  Vicar^s  Plea  ;  and  let  but 
fuch  Purchafers  look  to  their  original  Grants,  and 
they  fhall  find,  that  the  Yearly  Value  was  but 
little,  and  iht  Rate  fmall  after  which  they  paid  for 
them  •,  and  in' Regard  of  the  Charges  and  Hazards 
upon  them,  they  were  feldom,  or  never,  elleemed 
more  worth  than  ten  Years  Purchale,  and  that 
Rate  at  an  indifferent  Yearly  Value,  may  well  be 
accepted  for  them. 

This  Anfwer  will  pleafe  the  Impropriator  well, 
who  hath  not  been  without  his  Fears  to  lofe  his 
Tithes,  and  get  little  or  nothing  for  them  ;  and  it 
cannot  much  difpleafe  others,  becaufe  it  is  equal 
and  juft,  that  feeing  he  cannot  have  what  is  bought, 
he  have  his  Money  returned  without  Lofs. 

But  the  great  Difficulty  feemeth  the  raifing  of 
fo  great  a  Sum  of  Money,  and  who  fhall  pay  it  ? 
For  firft,  there  are  many  who  plead,  Our  Lands 
are  wholly  Tithe-free  :  Others  fay,  we  pay  a  Rate, 
or  fmall  Prefcription-Rent^  or  have  a  modus  deci- 
mandi,  and  our  Tithe  is  very  finally  though  our  Lands 
be  of  good  Value.  Others  fay,  IVe  have  converted 
our  Lands  into  Paflures,  and  pay  little  Tithe  ;  and 
therefore^  itfeems  not  equal.,  that  we  Jhould  pay  as 
much  as  thofe.,  whofe  Lands  confijl  of  Tillage^  whofe 
Tithes  are  often  as  much  worth  as  the  Land. 

I  anfwer^  That  the  raifing  of  this  Sum,  isnot 
to  follow  the  Rate  of  Tithe,  nor  hath  it  any  Re- 
lation to  Tithe  \  for  if  it  had,  many  would  as  juftly 
fcruple  the  Payment  of  any  Thing  towards  it,  as 
they  do  the  Payment  of  Tithes  •,  but  the  Cafe  muft 
be  thus  confidered :  At  the  DiflTolution,  Tithes  of 
Abbeys,  Monafleries,  i^c,  were  taken  into  the 
Handof  the  State.,  they  fold  them,  and  the  Mo- 
ney raifed,  went  to  the  defraying  and  carrying  on 
the  great  Charge  then  upon  the  Nation,  as  it  was 
of  late  in  our  Days,  when  Tithe-Rents  were  fold  ; 
and  at  that  Day,    there  weroi  Wars  with  Fr^//<:^ 

and 
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and  Scotland,  and  many  great  Exigences  of  6'/^/(f^ 
as  the  Statutes  for  the  Ground  of  the  Difiblution 
Ihew  :  And  in  the  Service  and  Ufe  of  thefe  Mo- 
neys, the  whole  Nation,  and  every  Man  therein^ 
had  his  Share ,  and  fo  far  as  thofe  Moneys  went, 
the  People  were  fpared,  as  the  Cafe  was  with  us  of 
late  ;  and  fo  he  that  had  Land  Tithe-free,  and  he 
that  paid  only  a  fmall  Rate  for  Tithes,  and  he  that 
had  Paftures  and  no  Tillage,  all  thefe  fhared  in  the 
Sum,  yea,  and  the  very  Impropriator  himfelf ;  and 
not  according  to  the  Proportion  of  Tithing,  but 
according  to  the  Value  of  their  Eftates  in  Lands  or 
Goods,  by  which  they  had  been  otherwife  chargea- 
ble :  And  fo  the  Impropriator  depofiting  fo  much 
Money  upon  a  Pledge,  the  one  being  required,  the 
other  mull  be  returned,  and  by  a  general  Tax  it 
muft  be  raifed,  wherein  every  one  mufl  bear  his 
Proportion,  the  very  Impropriator  himfelf. 

But  then  in  comes  he  that  bought  the  Lands  of 
Abbeys,  &c:  which,  he  faith.  The  Pope  had  made 
^ithe-free,  and  that  when  he  bought  his  Land,  he  alfo 
paid  for  the  'Tithe,  andfo  he  muft  either  he  freed  from 
■pafing  to  the  Impropriator,  or  muft  have  his  Money 
retnrned  as  well  as  he. 

I  anfwer.  Though  there  are  many  fuch  Pur- 
chafers,  yet  I  believe,  to  the  freeing  the  Nation 
from  this  great  and  long  continued  OpprefTion, 
they,  or  mofl  Part  of  them,  would  be  content  to 
contribute  without  any  fuch  Demand  .  But  if  any 
ftand  upon  it,  let  him  fhew  what  he  paid  for  his 
Tithe,  and  he  fhall  have  it,  which  was  not  a  Pen- 
ny j  for,  fearch  the  Court  of  Augmentations,  and 
it  will  be  found,  that  tl^re  was  not  in  the  Value  of 
Land,  the  leafl  Difference  made  between  Tithe- 
free,  and  that  which  paid  Tithes  ;  as  there  was  not 
of  late,   in  the  Sale  of  Biihops,     and  Dean  and 
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Chapters-Lands,  many  of  which  a  1  ft)  were  as  much 
Tiche-free  ;  andfo  if  they  bought  Land  Tithe-free* 
as  cheap  as  if  they  had  paid  Tithes  •,  they  have  had 
Profit  enough,  and  may  now  well  afford  to  pay 
with  their  Neighbours. 

Thirdly,  To  Parijh  Minifters. 

ANt)  with  thefe  I  defire  a  little  to  expoftulate  tha 
Matter,  firft,  as  touching  the  End  of  their  Work ; 
and  fccondly,  as  to  the  Way  of  their  Maintenancei 
Their  Work,  as  they  pretend,  is  to  preach  the 
Gofpel,  and  to  propagate  Religion ;  Now  I  would 
afk  them,  why  they  fuifer  (not  only  lb  many  Villa-' 
ges,  Country-Towns,  and  Parifhes,  but)  even 
great  and  populous  Cities  and  Market-Towns^  and 
whole  Corners  of  Countries,  to  lie  deftitutc,  who 
never  could  get  any  other  Minifter,  than  a  "poor* 
Vicar  or  Reading  Curate  -,  they  will  prefently  an- 
fwer  me,  there  is  no  Maintenance,  and  without  thaG 
they  cannot  live.  If  I  afk  them  farther,  why  there 
is  no  Maintenance  ?  They  will  tell  me,  It  is  either* 
a  City  or  Market-Town,  to  which  there  belongs 
no  Land,  and  fo  no  Tithes  j  or  it  is  an  Impfopria^ 
tion,  and  pays  only  a  fmall  Stipend  ;  or  the  Lands 
are  Tithe-free,  or  claim  Cuftoms  and  Prefcriptions^ 
and  only  pay  fmall  Rates  for  Tithes  •,  or  otherwife 
the  People  have  converted  their  arable  Lands  into 
Paflures,  and  their  Tithe  is  of  fmall  Value,  and 
will  not  afford  a  Maintenance.  I  would  yet  afk 
them  again.  Is  not  a  third  Part  of  the  Nation  in 
this  Condition  ?  And  mull  they  never  have  an  able 
Minifter  ?  Have  they  no  Share  in  your  Gofpel,  be- 
caufe  they  have  no  Maintenance  ?  Are  none  of  you 
called  to  fuch  Places  ?  Or  hath  Ghrlft  nd  Seed  of* 
Eledion  amongft  them  ?  If  this  be  not  your  Do-^ 
6lrine,  yet  your  Prattice  preacheth  it .  And  if  you 
were  really  for  fpreading  your  Gofpel,  attd  en- 
F  larging 
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larging  Prdfeflion,  you  wauld  forthwith  throw  a- 
way  Tithes ;  for  fo  long  as  they  continue,  there 
can  never  be  any  Poflibility  of  raifing  Mainte- 
nance in  fuch  Places. 

ANofecondly,  as  to  their  Maintenance,  is  there 
any  Indifferency,  Equality,  Proportion  or  Juftice, 
in  their  prefent  Way  of  Tithing  ?  One  Man  pleads 
he  is  to  pay  nothing  to  a  Minifler,  becaufethe  Pope 
h:ith  given  him  a  Difpcnfation,  and  made  his  Land. 
Tithe-free.  Another  Man  faith,  he  hath  a  Pre- 
fcriprion  to  pay  but  a  Penny  (it  may  be)  for  the 
Value  of  a  Shilling.  Another  faith,  he  hath  convert- 
ed his  Lands  into  Paftures,  and  hath  by  his  Arti- 
fice fo  ordered  it,  that  little  is  due  for  Tithes.  An- 
other faith,  he  dwells  in  a  City  or  Market-Town, 
and  hath  no  Land,  tho'  it's  like  he  gains  more  by 
Trade,  than  ten  poor  Country-men  that  pay  Tithes 
do  by  their  Lands.  Another  faith,  he  pays  Tithe 
to  an  Impropriator,  and  he  cannot  afford  to  pay 
both  him  and  a  Minifler.  Is  this  your  equal  Way 
of  Maintenance,  fo  long  upheld  and  pleaded  for  ? 
And  have  you  not  a  more  righteous  Rule  ?  The 
Rich  generally  pays  litde,  and  the  poor  Hufband- 
man  bears  the  Burden,  even  he  that  fupplies  the 
Nation  with  the  Staff  of  Bread,  who  is  notwith- 
flanding  at  more  Charge  in  his  Hufbandry  than  any 
other  j  and  out  of  the  Tithe  of  fuch  Country  Pa- 
rifhes  of  Tillage,  generally  great  Sums  are  paid  for 
Augmentations,  to  Cities  and  Market-Towns, 
when  the  Inhabitants,  that  have  far  greater  Gains 
by  Trading,  go  free.  For  Shame,  at  length  fol- 
low the  Example  of  your  neighbouring  Reformed 
Churches,  and  throw  away  Tithes  as  an  old  Relick 
of  Popery,  and  no  longer  halt  between  two,  and 
betake  your  felves  to  a  more  Gofpel-like  Way  of 
Maintenance;  for  Light  now  breaks  forth,  and 
Pretence?  will  no  longer  cover; 
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It's  like  you  will  anfwer,  We  confefs^  the  prefent 
iVay  of  Maintenance  by  Tithes  is  very  unequal^  un- 
lefs  the  whole  Nation  could  be  brought  to  quit  all  their 
Cuftoms  and  P refer iptions^  and  pay  Tithe  in  Kind ;  and 
alfo  all  Merchants  and  Tradefnien  would  pay  the 
tenth  Part  of  their  Gains ^  as  was  by  the  Pope  enjoy  ned  ; 
but  that  will  never  be  done,  and  therefore  it's  better  to 
holdfome,  than  lofe  all -,  for  we  know  not  whatbetttr 
Way  would  be  provided :  Butfhew  us,  how  we  may 
have  a  comfortable  and  certain  Maintenance,  and 
more  like  the  Gofpel,  and  wefhall  moft  willingly  quit 
the  one,  and  embrace  the  other. 

To  this  I  anfwer.  That  there  is  a  Way,  which 
as  it  would  eftablifh  the  Nation  upon  a  fure  Foun- 
dation of  true  Freedom  (as  to  the  Confcience)  giv- 
ing Content  to  all  feparated  Congregations,  Socie- 
ties and  Ferfons  -,  fo  would  it  upon  the  fame  Balis 
of  Liberty,  hold  forth  full  Satisfaflion  to  all  Peo- 
ple of  the  Nation,  both  as  to  Miniflry  and  Main- 
tenance, and  would  be  as  acceptable  to  every  one, 
as  the  taking  away  Tithes.  But  I  have  fiid  enough 
at  once,  and  when  this  is  a  little  digefled,  the  other 
will  be  more  fit  to  be  propofed. 

Only  to  fuch  as  fear  Confufion,  or  Trouble, 
or  Lofs  to  the  Nation,  by  taking  away  Tithes, 
I  would  fay  a  few  Words ;  Do  but  look  into  almofl 
every  Country-Town,  and  there  fhall  you  find 
Debate,  Strife  and  Variance,  either  between  Man 
and  Man,  or  between  Pariflies  and  their  Minifters, 
either  about  Tithe  it  felf,  the  Quantity,  or  the  fet- 
ting  it  out  •,  look  into  Courts,  and  there  you  fhall 
find  Suit  upon  Suit ;  and  at  AfTizes,  and  before 
Juflices  of  Peace,  Multitudes  of  Trials  and  Judg- 
ments about  them;  Look  into  Prifons,  and  there 
you  fhall  find  not  a  few  reftraincd,  and  lying  under 
great  OpprefTions,  becaufe  they  cannot  pay  them  : 
And  thefe  Suits  and  Troubles  are  daily  increafing, 
F  2  and 


66  The  Great  Cafe  of  Tithesy  O'c. 

and  the  Number  of  thofe  that  will  not  pay  them/ 
and  thefe  are  no  fmall  Confufions  in  our  State  •,  tor 
it  is  evident,  there  are  more  Suits,  and  Strife,  and 
Dinerence  about  Tithes,  than  any  one  Thing  what- 
foever  in  the  Nation  •,  and  how  foon  might  all  thefe 
be  ended,  and  every  one  flitisficd,  by  taking  away 
Tithes  ?  And  then  do  but  look  upon   the  many 
Moors,  Commons  and  Wafles,  in  the  Nation,    a- 
mounting  to  a  full  third  Part  of  the  whole,  as  hath 
been  computed,  to  the  many   great  Paftures  and 
Meadows  decayed  for  Want  of  Tillage,    to  the 
many  Countries  which  are  turned  into  Failures  arrd 
Meadows,  becaufe  of  the  great  Charge  of  Tillage, 
Hufbandry,   and  the  unreafonable  Payment  of  a 
clear  tenth  Part,  which  in  moll  Places  is  half  the 
Profit ;  and  it  will  be  found,  nothing  does  fo  much 
hinder  the  Improvement  of  the  Nation,    which 
would  eafe  the  publick  Burdens,  and  would  foon  be 
of  more  Advantage  than  Firfl-fruits  and  Tenths. 
Nothing  fo  much  hinders  Tillage,  which  often  puts 
the  Nation  upon  Hazard  of  Ruin,  and  forceth  us 
to  feek  Bread  out  of  other  Countries  at  immoderate 
Rates-,  when  as  this  Nation  is  generally  fo  fit  for 
Corn,  that  it  might  be  as  a  rich  Granary,  not  only 
forour  own  Supply,  but  Relief  of  our  Neighbours 
when  they  want.  I  might  fay  a  great  deal  more  up- 
on this  Subje(5t,  but  much  to  this  Purpofe  hath  been 
faid  by  others,  and  therefore  I  Ihall  conclude. 

And  let  no  Man  henceforth  think  it  Jlrange,  that 
any  fhould  refufe  to  pay  Tithes  ;  but  rather  wondevy 
that  any  will  do  it. 
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In  the  Tear  1646,  about  two  Tears 
after  the  Minillers  (  fo  called  )  had  got  an 
{£)  Ordinance  of  Parliament  for  Tithes  ; 
there  was  a  Tr eat ife  published  with  this  Title^ 

Tithe-Gatherers  no  GofpeUOfficers, 

O  R 

Certain  brief  Obfervations  concerning  the  firji 
InfHtution  and  f  ikying  of  Tithes. 
TVhereby  it  appear s-^ 

TTAT  Men  were  never  com  pel  I'd  to  the  Pay- 
ment of  them  in  the  Old  Teftament,  nor  did 
ever  practice  ic  in  the  New. 

That  the  Gofpel  Contributions  were  all  volun- 
tary, accounted  as  a  free  Gift,  not  a  Debt ;  the 
Apoftles  themfelves,  not  only  chufing  to  labour 
with  their  own  Hands,  but  requiring  all  their 
Succeflbrs  to  do  the  like,  that  tliey  might  not  be 
chargeable  to  any  of  the  Difciples. 

To  this  Treatife  there  is  an  Epiflle  prefix'd, 
directed  to  the  Reverend  AfTembly  of  Divines  at 
Weftminfter,    It  begins  thus. 

Men^  Brethren,  iind  Fathers, 

"  I  could  not  chufe  but  give  you  Notice  of  a  De- 
fign  difcover'd  unto  me,  of  no  fmall  Party,  which 
at  prcfent  is  confpiring,  how  the  Poflfeflions  of  Bi- 
fhops,    Deans  and  Chapters,  ^c.  which  by  our 

F  3  Anceftora 
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^o  Af^APVBI^DlX    to 

Anceflors,  were  intended  for  publick  and  pious 
Ufes,  may  become  their  peculiar  Inheritance,  and 
totally  difcourage  Pofterity  from  all  charitable  Le- 
gacies, when  they  Ihall  fee  them  alienated  to  fuch 
quite  contrary  Purpofes. 

I  underfland  likewife  of  feveral  Petitions  by  Mul- 
titudes of  the  moft  Confcjentious  Free-born  Subjeds 
of  England,  demonftrating  how  unjuft  it  is,  that 
a  fmall  Number,  who,  in  Complement  call  them- 
felves  our  Minifien,  fliould  at  their  own  Pleafure, 
become  our  Mafters ;  and  fo  contrary  to  the  Sub- 
jects Liberty,  force  from  us, the  fifth  Part  of  the 
whole  Kingdom  in  Valuation,  without  either  y/r- 
ticles  or  Confent ;  and  that  which  is  worfl  of  all,  even ' 
not  to  be  longer  endured  by  fuch  as  make  Confci- 
ence  of  any  Thing,  they  claim  it  by  Divine  Righty 
and  for  fuch  Services,  as  to  many  feem  little  lefs 
than  Anti-chriflian  or  Idolatrous. 

'Tis  frivolous  for  you  to  difbinguifh  between  a 
Confcience  truly  informed,  and  contrarily  -,  for  un- 
lefs  you  will  pretend  your  Arguments  to  be  like  the 
Peace  of  God,  which  pafTeth  all  Underftanding, 
Phil.  iv.  7.  you  mufl  unavoidably  permit  Men,  even 
every  particular  Man  for  himfelf,  to  refolve  the 
whole  Scripture,  and  every  Part  thereof,  into  a  full 
Perfwafion  of  his  ownHeart,  concerning  whatfoever 
he  is  to  pra6life  or  belitve,  Rom.  xiv.  5,  22,  23, 
Either  grant  this,  or  burn  your  Bibles,  how  many 
foever  differing  Tranflations,  with  their  whole  Im- 
prelTions,  as  have  been  brought  unto  you  •,  fince 
you  do  but  teach  your  Lay-People  to  fufpe<5t  them 
all,  whilft  you  your  felves  will  not  be  ruled  by 
any,  in  any  Man's  Judgment  befides  your  own, 

A  Word  to  the  Wife  fhould  be  enough  ;  it  is  of 
fo  great  Intereft  and  Confequence  to  this  whole 
Kingdom  for  one  Refpedl  or  other,  to  demolifli 
and  root  out  the  very  Memory  of  this  Tithe-Idol, 
which  ^all   other  Reformed  Chriftians  have  long 
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fince  abominated,  that  it  concerns  you  to  look  out 
Ibme  other  Maintenance  lefs  fcandalous,  and  more 
Gofpel-h'ke. 

But  you'll  fay  perhaps,  you  have  Maintenance 
allotted  you  by  Ordinance  of  Parliament,  What  an 
Ordinance  of  Parliament  ?  I  reverence  Ordinances 
of  Parliament,  but,  methinks,  you  fhould  rather 
fly  for  Refuge  to  Cbrijl^s  Ordinance.  Ordinances  of 
Parliament  are  repealable,  what  one  Parliament 
beftows  upon  you,  another  Parliament  may  take 
away  ;  but  Chrift's  Ordinances  are  like  himfelf,  un- 
changeable J  whatever  you  may  think  of  him,  doubt- 
lefs  you  cannot  leave  him  for  a  better  Mafler  ;  Try 
then  a  little,  compare  the  Ordinances  together, 
look  before  you  leap,  if  ye  be  Men  :  If  Chriftians, 
confider  which  may  prove  the  fureft,  the  better  Title. 

Christ  ordained,  thai  they  which  J)reach  the 
G-ofpel Jhould  live  by  the  GofpeU  i  Cor.  ix.  14.  that 
is,  they  fhould  have  fuch  a  Livelihood  as  is  let  out, 
and  warranted  by  the  Gofpel,  which  is  the  free 
Benevolence  and  Bounty  of  their  Brethren,  and  if 
you  will  have  it  m  Chrift's  own  Words  unto  the 
true  Difciples,  That  into  whatfoever  Hou[e  they  enter ^ 
iheyjhoidd  remain  eating  and  dritiking  fuch  Things  as 
were  fet  before  them^  Luke  x.  5,  7,  8.  and  having 
Food  and  Raiment^  they  fhould  be  therewith  content. 
iTim.  vi.  8.     On  the  other  Side, 

The  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament  aflem- 
bled.  Die  Veneris^  ^  Novemb.  1644.  Ordaln, 
That  every  Perfon  or  Perfons.,  within  the  Realm  of 
England  and  Dominion  0/ Wales,  floall  pay  all  and 
fingular  Tithes.,  Offerings.,  Oblations^  Obventions, 
Rates  for  Tithes^  and  all  other  Duties  com?nonly  known 
by  the  Name  of  Tithes,  unto  the  i^efpe^iive  Owners, 
both  Lay  and  Eccleftafiical. 

This  is  the  E&d  of  Chrifi*s  Ordinance,    with 

that  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament,    I 

Ihall  not  feek  to  make  Enmity  betwixt  them,    and 
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I  hope  every  Reader,    will,  in  Time,  fee  how  far  ,, 
forth  they  will  run  parallel.  What  will  you  more-ji 
then  ?  Our  Saviour,  you  fee,  has  by  an  Ordinance 
o^ Heaven y  provided  for  you  both  Food  and  Rai- 
ment, requiring  you,  by  his  Apoftle  P^///,    to  be 
therewith  content. " 

Thus  much  of  the  Epiftle  to  the  fFeJlminfter  Di- 
vines (fo  called)  we  fhall  now  give  the  Reader  a 
few  of  this  Author's  Arguments  againft  Tithes. 

"  Tithes,  as  I  have  proved,  were  not  due  until 
the  Ifraelites  came  into  the  Land  of  Canaan,  and  that 
unto  a  Tribe  of  Leviy  for  particular  exprefs  Purpo- 
fes,  to  wit,  befides  others,  that  they  fhould  give 
one  Tenth  thereof  for  an  Heave-OBering  unto  the 
HJgh-Prieft.  Numb,  xviii.  27,  28,  29.  who  was  to 
facrifice  in  the  Temple  at  Jenifalem  \  and  the  faid 
Tribe  of  Levi  was  to  attend  and  do  the  Service  of 
the  Tabernacle,  Nimh.  iii.  7,  8.  and  was  only  re- 
quired to  receive  Tithes  of  their  Brethren  the  Jews^ 
the  other  eleven  Tribes  which  came  out  of  the  Loins 
of  Abraham,  Heb.  vii.  9,  10.  and  neither  they  the 
faid  Tribe  of  Zm,  nor  the  High-Prielt,  to  have 
any  other  Portion  or  Inheritance  befides  the  Tithes, 
Nmnb,  xviii.  20,  23,  24.  from  whence,  among  o- 
t:hers,  we  may  draw  thefe  few  Obfervations. 

1.  According  to  the  Levitical-Law^  the  Tithes 
of  the  Land  of  Canaan  only  were  payable,  and 
x\\'3X\x\x\\^  Land  of  Canaan  on^^  zndifroin  the  Jews 
their  Brethren  only  ',  but  thefe  pretended  Tithe- 
mongers  lay  Claim  to  the  Tithes  of  all  the  World, 
from  all  Sorts  of  Nations,  to  be  due  unto  them- 
felves  the  Clergy. 

2.  The  Jewiflj  Levites  were  a  peculiar  Tribe,  up- 
on whom  the  Tithes  were  entailed  from  one  Gene- 
ration to  another  -,  and  by  a  Statute  to  endure  f  :r 
ever,  they  were  to  have  no  other  Inheritance,  Numb. 
xviii.  23.  but  were  to  rely  upon  the  Lord,  who 
prpmifed  tQ  be  their  Portion ;   But  thefci,  who  arc 
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no  more  o^  Levi  his  Kindred,  tlian  the  Greal  'Turk^ 
alluring  unto  their  Ways,  not  much  unlike  the  Jc- 
Jiats,  or  rather  Romulus,  fuch  of  all  Nations  who 
are  fitteft  for  their  Turns,  by  Tricks  and  Shifts, 
feducing  whom  they  can,  thro*  a  Pretence  of  fu- 
perftitious  Zeal,  lay  Claim,  rob,  and  run  away 
with  the  fifth  Part  of  all  their  Neighbours  Goods  \ 
wherein  notwithilanding  they  have  To  little  Trull, 
and  lefs  Confidence  in  God's  Promife,  v/hich  was 
to  be  a  Portion  unto  the  Ifraelitijh  LeviteSy  in  whom 
there  was  no  Guile,  that  they  lay  up,  hoard  and 
purchafe,  as  If  they  knev/ their  Pofbcrity  were  Ba- 
ilards,  and  not  to  be  provided  for,  neither  by 
Tithes,  nor  God's  Providence.     And, 

3,  Whereas  the  true  Levites  were  to  give  for  an 
Heave-Oifering,  unto  the  High-Prieft  of  the  Fa- 
mily of  Aaron,  one  Tenth  of  all  their  Tithes;  our 
Englijh  Levites,  fince  their  Pligh-Priefl  and  Head, 
the  Pope,  was  banifhed  out  of  England,  pretend 
to  pay  (when  they  cannot  avoid  it,  for  they  arc 
flow  enough  in  Payments)  unto  the  King,  I  know 
not  what  Firft-fruits  inftead  thereof ;  and  indeed 
they  made  him  fo  far  forth  their  Fligh-Prieft  to  bear 
their  Iniquities,  that  whatever  they  have  of  late 
been  queflioned  for,  they  caft  upon  iiis  Back. 

I  KNOW  the  common  Scarecrow  and  Objeclion 
which  is  made  againfl  an  unfettled  Maintenance,  io 
wit.  That  moft  Men  are  fo  backward  to  all  good 
Duties,  efpecially  in  Matter  of  Expence,  that  if 
they  be  not  both  rated  and  compelled  to  pay,  they 
will  not  pay  at  all,  or  not  their  Shares  proportio- 
nably  ;  And  if  there  be  not  both  a  certain  and  a 
round  Allowance,  fuch  as  have  hitherto  apply'd 
themfelvcs  to  fludy  for  Service  of  the  Church,  will 
growdifcouraged,  beta|ce  themfelves  to  other  Cal- 
lings, and  by  this  Means  the  Gofpel  become  con- 
temptible, thro'  Want  of  an  able  and  learned  Mi- 
jiiilry  :  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  it  is  evident  by  Ex;- 

perience. 


perience,  that  fiich  Minifters  of  the  Congregational 
Way,  as  have  good  Parts,  and  are  confcionable  in 
their  Callings,  altho'  they  leave  every  one  of  their 
Congregation  to  contribute  as  God  has  enabled 
them,  according  to  the  Purpofe  of  their  own  Hearts, 
not  grudgingly,  which  was  Pai^i'sRuk,  2  Cor.'ix. 
5,  I  fiy,  that  fuch  have  a  Maintenance  equal  (if 
not  exceeding)  to  what  the  Tithes  produced  in  the 
Bifhop's  Times,  or  may  do  again  hereafter,  if 
they  were  to  be  continued.  Secondly,  Fol*  fuch  as 
will  not  put  themfelves  to  ftudy  for  the  Churches 
Service,  unlefs  they  be  encouraged  by  Maintenance^ 
I  fay,  they  are  guilty  of  a  Sin  furpalTing  Simony,  a 
namelefs  Sin,  a  Sin  fo  infamous,  as  none  were  found 
in  the  Gofpel-Time  fo  vile  and  defpcrate  to  commit 
it,  and  give  Occafion  unto  a  Law  at  once  exprefly 
both  to  name  it  and  condemn  it :  SimsM  Magus  his 
Sin  was  not  fo  great  as  theirs,  he  would  have  bought 
the  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  -,  thefe  Men  would  fell 
them  if  they  had  them :  Si?non  Magus  thought  fo 
well  of  the  Holy  Ghofl,  that  he  would  have  pur- 
chafed  it  with  Money,  AtlsYm,  \%^  19.  But  thefe 
Sons  of  Covetdufnefs  are  fo  bafely  fordid,  that  they 
will  not  accept  qf  it ^r^//V,  unlefs  they  may,  at  the 
fmie  Time,  have  a  Grant,  a  Monopoly,  toim- 
pofe  the  counterfeit  Gifts  thereof  upon  the  People, 
iit  an  enhanced,  overgrown,  excifed  Rate.  Thirdly^ 
Such  Men  do  plainly  by  their  Pradtice  declare  to  all 
the  World,  that  there  is  no  Difference  between  the 
Calling  of  fuch  Hackney  Miniflers,  and  the  Calling 
of  a  Merchant,  Cobler,  or  any  Handicraftfman  ^ 
but  that  it  h  indifferent^  and  all  alikey  fret  for  every 
one  to  betake  himfclf  to  which  of  them  he  pleafes, 
and  thinks  will  prove  mofl  gainfome  and  beneficial 
to  him  :  And  lajlly^  If  Tithes  be  the  Clergies  Due 
by  Divine  Right,  as  is  determined  by  that  great 
CafuiitoftheAfTembly,  T>r.  Burges,  with  fundry 
others  of  the  fame  Coat  j  then  arc  all  the  Laymen 
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of  England  highly  guilty  of  Sacrilege,  who  with- 
hold them  by  Impropriations :  But  if  by  a  meer 
humane,  a  Parliamentary  Law  only,  they  lay 
Claim  unto  them,  then  may  it  the  better  be  re- 
pealed, fince  it  fo  much  intrenches  upon  the  Sub- 
jecls  Propriety  in  general,  and  upon  the  mofl  ten- 
der Confciences  of  many  in  particular. 

And  when  they  are  admiOnifhed  to  labour  with 
their  Hands  from  Paul's  Example,  rather  than  be 
chargeable  unto  the  People,  i  Tbejf.  ii.  9.  They 
anfwer,  That  though  P<3/^/ did  labour,  yet  it  was 
of  his  own  good  Will  and  Courtefie,  there  was  no 
Obligation  for  it,  ,  and  feck  to  prove  it  by  thofe 
Words  of  Paul^  where  he  fays,  i  Cor.  ix.  6.  Have 
not  Paul  and  Barnabas  a  Power,  as  well  as  the 
other  Apoftles,  to  forbear  working  ?  To  which  I 
reply,  That  Paul  and  Barnabas  had  the  fame  Pow- 
er to  forbear  working,  which  the  Brethren  had  to 
ibrbcar  giving  them  Maintenance.  The  one  could 
not  be  compeird  to  work,  neither  might  the 
otlicr  be  forced  to  fct  Meat  and  Drink  before  them, 
or  any  others,  much  lefs,  if  they  were  Perfons 
addi(5ted  to  Idlenels. 

But  I  prefume  it  will  not  be  pleaded  in  Prz^'/'s 
Behalf,  that  he,  or  any  Body  elfe,  might  lawfully 
pais  their  Time  in  Idlenefs,  efpecial ly  fmce  we  find, 
that  Paul's  exprefs  Command  unto  the  Tbejpilo- 
7iians^  was,  that  if  any  would  not  work^  hejhould  not 
eat^  1  ThefT.  iii.  10.  So  neither  is  it  pretended, 
that  Chriftians  may  lawfully  refufe  adminiflring 
to  the  NecefTitiesof  their  Brethren,  efpecially,  of 
fuch  as  teach  rhem  fpiritual  Things. 

2.  Paul  cannot  be  faid  to  require  any  other  Pow  • 
er  of  forbearing  to  work,  than  what  the  other  A- 
poflles  had,  or  made  Ufe  of ;  and  we  may  not 
imagine  of  them,  that  they  were  idly  given  ;  doubt- 
left  they  omitted  no  Opportunity  of  employing 
their  Time,    as  might  be  moft  advantagious  and 

edifying 


74-  -^/^    A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X    /^ 

edifying  unto  the  Brethren,  and  upon  this  Suppofi 
tionthey  were  tofpend  the  whole  Day,  even  all 
their  Days,,  between  providing  for  their  Liveli- 
hood, their  Health,  and  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gofpel :  Now,  befidcs  moderate  Recreation,  Meat 
and  Drink  was  necelfary  for  keeping  them  alive, 
which  they  mufl  have  got  by  labouring  with  their 
Hands,  or  el fe  have  been  fupplied  therewith  from 
the  Brethren  ;  if  the  Brethren  did  Ripply  Paul  with 
Food  and  Raiment,  then  might  he  have  forborn  to 
work,  as  he  infinuates  i  Cor.  ix;  6.  but  then  he  muft 
have  fpent  fo  much  more  Time  with  labouring  in 
the  Word  and  Dodrine,  i  Tijn.  v.  1 7.  for  he  mufb 
TiOt  have  been  idle,  as  was  fa  id  before;  but  by 
P^///'j  Pradice,  'tis  evident  he  might  not  forbear 
working,  v/hen  his  receiving  Maintenance  wouki 
have  proved  chargeable  to  the  Brethren. 

But  to  conclude,  our  Saviour,  at  creeling  of 
the  Gofpel- Miniftry,  left  his  Dilciples,  being  ig- 
norant how  to  demean  themfelves,  fliould  go  about 
to  carve  their  ov/n  Maintenance ;  when  he  firft 
fc^nt  them  out  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  he  charges 
rhem  exprefly,  faying,  Freeh  '^oii  have  received., 
Freeh  give.,  Mat.  x.  8.  Then,  that  they  might  not 
reft  any  ways  perplexed  thro'  Fear  of  Want,  as 
fuch  who  might  apprehend  themfelves  altogether 
unprovided  of  NecefTaries,  he  bids  them  eat  fetch 
"Fhings  as  werefet  befare  ^hem,  Luke  x.  8.  And  that 
tliey,  and  their  SuccefTors  in  the  Miniftry  of  the 
Gofpel,  might  be  the  better  induced  to  rely  upon 
the  fame  Providence  ever  after,  being  returned 
from  their  Miniftry,  heafksthem,  faying,  PFben  f 
fe)U  \ou  without  Purfe  and  Scrips  and  Shoes,  wanted  ye 
any  ''Thing  ?  And  they  faid^  isoc  wanted  nothing,  Luke 
xxii.  35.  whereunto  I  will  only  add,  that  lor  thofe 
who  now  term  themfelves  MinifterSy  and  will  not 
be  contented  with  fuch  Wages  and  Mainrenanre 
as  Chrift  appointed  them,  it  is  more  than  fifpiciou'; 
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that  they  have  no  Sihare  nor  Portion,  neither  in  the 
/ijMiHe'sFaith,  Miniftry  nor  Golpeh 

ix  the  Year  1646,  there  was  a  Treatiie  printed 
with  the  following  Title,  T'be  Inditement  of  iithes  vf 
fevcral  crim'wal  Ariides^  againft  the  unjuft  Exaliiion 
of  Tithes^  Oblations^  Obventions^  &c.  Exhibited  he- 
fore  the  Right  Honou7'able  Thomas  Adams,  Lord 
Major  of  the  City  of  London,  by  divers  Citizens ^ 
upon  the  i6lh  of  February,  An.  Bom,  1645.  It 
begins  thus. 

Whereas  divers  honeft  and  confcientious  Per- 
fons,  of  the  Parifli  of  All-Hallcivs  Barkings  and  of 
Bride's  Parilh,  London^  being  con  vented  before  the 
Lord  Major  of  the  faid  City,  for  the  Non-payment 
of  Tithes  to  their  Parifh-Parfons  ;  the  Lord  Major 
.  was  pleafed  at  laft  to  permit  them  Freedom  for  De- 
livery of  their  Reafons  in  Writing,  for  his  better 
Judgment  in  the  Equity  of  their  Caufe,  the  which 
they  anfwerably  prepared,  and  prefented  his  Lord- 
Ihip  with,  upon  Monday  the  1 6th  of  February^  1 645, 
his  Honour  being  then,  with  two  Counfellors  and 
a  Sergeant  at  Law,  fat  for  the  final  Determination 
of  that  Matter,  betwixt  the  CzViz^;/;  and  the  Parifb- 
Priefts  ',  the  Defendant  Citizens,  having  for  their 
Part,  Mr.  John  Norbiiry  for  Council,  to  plead  the 
Law  of  the  Land ;  who  after  fome  Ihort  Debate, 
made  it  appear,  that  there  is  no  binding  Statute, 
Law,  or  Ad  of  Parliament  at  all  extant,  for  the 
Payment  of  Tithes^  or  any  Thing  elfe  to  the  Parifh- 
Parfons  of  the  City  of  London^  and  that  what  hath 
been  forced  from  the  Inhabitants,  fince  the37tii 
Year  of  King  Hen,  the  8  th,  hath  been  againfl  Law, 
and  confequently,  that  the  Lord  Major  hath  no 
Power  to  compel  any  to  the  Payment  thereof,  but 
at  his  own  Peril  •,  whatfoever  formerly  to  the  con- 
trary, hath  been  arbitrarily  pra^tifed  ;  as  by  a 
Copy  of  a  Certificate  frgm  the  Chappel  of  the 

Rolls' 
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Rolls  in  Chancery^  he  made  it  appear  •,  a  true  Copy 
thereof,  I  fhall  prefent  the  Reader  with. 

*'  I  have  made  Search  among  the  Records  rc- 
*'  maining  in  the  Chappel  of  the  Rolls,  for  the  En- 
"  rollment  oiaDecree^  pretended  to  be  made  be- 
*'  tween  the  Major,  Aldermen  and  Inhabitants  of 
*'  the  City  oi^ London ^  and  the  Clergy  of  the  faid 
"  City,  in  the  thirty  feventh  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
*'  our  late  Soveraign  Lord,  King //^^r);  the  8  th, 
"  touching  the  Payment  of  Tz/y^^j  \x\  London  %  but 
*'  I  cannot  find  any  fuch  Decree  remaining  upon 
*'  Record, "  as  aforefaid. 


To  the  Right  Honourable^    the  Lord  Major 
of  the  City  f?/  London. 

Reafons  given  hyfome  of  the  Inhabitants  of  All-Hal- 
lows Barking  Parifh^  London,  demonfl ratings 
that  Tithes  or  inforced  Maintenance  for  Miniflersy 
in  the  Time  of  the  Gofpel^  ought  not  to  be  paid » 

THAT  forafmuch  as  we  are  convented  before 
your  Lordfhip,  for  refufing  to  pay  Tithes  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Clandon,  the  Caufe  being  of  great 
Concernment  to  the  generality  of  this  City  :  We 
conceive  it  our  Duty,  to  give  true  Information  to 
your  Honour,  of  the  Reafons  and  Grounds  of  our 
fo  refufing. 

I .  We  humbly  conceive,  that  Tithes  and  Cir~ 
ciwicifion  were  to  ceafe,  and  have  an  End  at  the 
Coming  of  our  Saviour  Christ  ;  becaufe  the  Law, 
that  is,  the  Levitical  LaWy  whereof  Tithes  is  a 
Branch,  was  but  until  John  the  Baptifi,    but  then 

to 
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to  receive  a  Change  of  the  Prieflhood  and  OfHce 
of  the  Law,  Heb.  vii.  12.  and  where  it  hath  been 
laid,  That  Abraham  paid  Tithes  before  the  Law  -,  and 
that  thereby  it  appeareth,  that  I'ithes  are  not  Ce- 
remonial, but  Mora),  and  by  Confequence  perpe- 
tual, and  due  under  the  Gofpel  -,  We  anfwer,  That 
Abraha?n  was  alfo  circumcifed  before  the  Law :  Yet 
the  Apoftlcfiith,  if  ye  be  circufncifedy  Chriji  Jhall 
prof  t  you  nothing'.  And  no  Doubt,  if.  any  in  the  A- 
poftle's  Times,  had  been  fo  weak  in  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Gofpel,  as  to  have  been  inclinable  to 
the  paying  of  Tithes  (whereof  there  is  no  Appear- 
ance in  their  Writings)  the  fame  Apoflle would  have 
faid,  if  ye  continue  to  pay  Tithes,  ye  are  under  the 
Law,  and  not  under  Grace :  You  are  bound  to 
keep  the  whole  Law,  and  Chrift  fhall  profit  you 
nothing. 

2.  W^  do  not  know  of  any  Place  in  the  New- 
Teftameht,  that  commandeth  the  Payment  of 
Tithes  *,  nor  that  either  the  Apoftles  or  Difciples  re- 
quired the  fame,  or  pretended  a  Right  thereunto, 
or  unto  any  other  fet  Maintenance  ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  fhow  ftrange  foever  it  is  made  by  fome 
that  would  be  thought  their  Succefifors)  Fauly  the 
Eled  VefTel  and  Apoflle  of  the  Gentiles^  rejoiceth, 
in  the  Prefence  of  his  Brethren  and  Fellow-Labour- 
ers, faying,  m  ABsxx, '^^,  I  have  coveted  r.o  Man* s 
Silver  or  Gold,  or  Raiment^  yea,  verf.  34.  Ton  your 
felves  knoWy  that  thefe  Hands  have  ininijlred  to  7ny 
Necejfities,  and  to  them  that  were  with  me .  Ve  rf.  3  5 . 
I  have  fbewed  you  all  Things^  hozv  that  fo  labourmg^ 
ye  ougJ^t  to  Jupport  the  Weak  •,  and  to  remember  tht* 
Words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he  faid,  it  is  more 
blejfedto  give  than  to  receive  :  Neverthelcfs,  we  have 
not  fo  learned  Chrift,  to  think  it  a  great  Thing, 
that  thofe  fhould  reap  our  Carnal  Things^  that  have 
fown  unto  usfpiritual  Things  ;  but  fuch  unto  us  is  not 
Mr.  Clandony  who  hath  fown  unto  us  Stiifcy  Trouble^ 

and 
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and  Debate^  endeavouring  to  enforce  Maintenance 
from  us,  under  the  Pretence  of  Tithes,  (though  we 
do  not  acknowledge  him  either  our  Miniftcr,  or  a 
Minifter  fent  of  ChristJ  quite  contrary  to  the  Ex- 
ample of  that  blcffed  Apoltle  :  The  Labourer,  we 
acknowledge,  is  worthy  of  bis  Hire,  but  we  have 
not  contraded  any  Thing  with  him  ;  and  that  thofe 
that  preach  the  Go/pel,  Jhould  live  cf  the  Gofpel :  nor 
can  we  doubt,  that  thofe  who  preach  the  fame  in 
Sincerity  and  finglenefs  of  Heart,  fhall  ever  want  a 
competent  Livelihood,  fromfuchas  receive  Com- 
fort by  their  Miniflry  •,  but  having  Food  and  Rai- 
ment, they  ought  therewith  to  be  content :  He 
that  hath  this  World's  Goods,  and  feeth  fuch  a  Bro- 
ther lack,  and  fhutteth  up  his  Bowels  of  Compaflion 
towards  him,  we  conceive  the  Love  of  God  is  not 
in  him  •,  but  fuch  unto  us  is  not  Mr.  Clandon  ;  nor  is 
it  likely,  he  is  in  Want,,  having  two  Benefices,  ^c: 

3.  Tithes,  Offerings,  &c.  being  contrary  to  found 
Dodtrine,  and  the  Power  of  Godlinefs,  though  the 
Law  of  the  Land  fhould  require  the  fame,  we  con- 
ceive our  felves,  and  all  others,  bound  in  Confci- 
ence,  and  by  our  Covenant,  to  endeavour  the  Ex- 
tirpation thereof  \  and  cannot,  without  wilful  Sin, 
fubmit  thereunto. 

4.  Whereas  it  hath  been  fuggefled  unto  your 
Honour,  that  we  refufe  to  pay  Tithes,  out  of  a  co- 
vetous Defire  to  hold  our  Monies :  Our  known 
Freenefs,  on  all  publick  good  Occafions,  will  (we 
doubt  notj  perfwade  the  contrary  ;  alfo,  may  it 
pleafe  your  Lordfhip  to  confider,  that  we  are  not 
fingular,  but  that  there  are  Thoufands  well  affedled 
People,  in  and  about  this  City,  of  the  fame  Judg- 
ment with  us,  many  whereof,  are  approved  Scho- 
lars, and  learned  Divines. 

5.  Whereas  it  hath  been  fuggefled,  that  the 
People  that  refufe  to  pay  Tithes,  &c.  do  intend 
to  overthrow  all  Government,   and  all  Magiflracy 

in 
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in  the  City :  When  your  Honour  Ihall  call  tol 
Mind  their  conflantObedience  fin  all  lawfulThings^ 
to  lawful  Authority  •,  and  with  whaC.Firmnefs  they 
have  adhered  to  the  Parliament;  We  trult  it  will 
appear  a  meer  groundlefs  and  fcandalous  Accufati- 
on,  dev^ifed  on  Purpofe  to  make  them  odious  to 
Authorityi 

6.  Whereas  it  may  be  pleaded.  That  Tithes  in 
London  are  due  by  Law  made  in  Parliament :  May 
it  pleafe  your  Lordfhip,  to  take  into  Confideration, 
what  an  over-ruling  Hand  King  Henry  the  8  th,  and 
his  Privy-Council^  did  bear  over  the  Parliaments  of 
that  Time,  which,  as  it  appeareth  in  other  Things, 
fo  efpecially  in  this  of  Tithes^  in  j^nno  ^y  of  his 
Reign,  prevailing  fo  far  as  to  induce  that  Parlia-^ 
ment,  to  delegate  their  Power  in  a, Matter  of  Co 
great  Concernment,  to  the  then  Arch-Bilhop,  and 
other  Lords  and  Knights  ;  Enadting,  that  what- 
foever  they  Ihould  decree  therein,  fhould  bind  all 
the  Citizens  for  ever ;  An  unheard  of  Strain  of  Par- 
liament, to  confirm  fwlth  Reverence  we  fpeak  it) 
they  know  not  what.  And  which  to  this  Day^  hath 
had  no  other  Confirmation  :  In  which  Decree,  we 
pray  your  Lordfliip  to  obferve  the  Ignorance  and 
Superflition  of  that  Age,  that  followed  the  Steps  of 
their  erroneous  PredeceiTors,  both  in  Epifcopacy 
and  Tithes,  without  comparing  them  to  the  Word 
of  God  :  Alfo  the  unequal  Dealings  of  thole  entru- 
fled,  providing,  that  great  Men's  dwellirig-Hou- 
fes  fhould  be  free  from  Tithes,  whereby  it  may  ap- 
pear, this  Decree  or  Law  for  Tithes,  (if  it  deferve 
to  be  fo  called)  is  not  fo  valid  or  reafonable,  as  is 
generally  conceived  ;  and  however  ought  not  ta 
be  pleaded,  or  to  ft  and  in  Force  againft  the  Word 
and  Mind  of  God.  (h) 

G  M 
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(b)  StatutesofPrincesareno  Excufe   to  tranlgr^ls  God's 
Law;  God  cannot  be  confined,  rcftrained,  or  concluded  by 
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An  Anfxver^hen  to  the  Lord  Major  of  th^ 
City  of  London,  concerning  Tithes,  hy 
Nicholas  Waterson. 

Ri^ot  Honourable, 

BEING  ordered  by  your  Lordfhip,  to  give 
Anlwer  concerning  paying  and  not  paying  of 
1  iihes,  my  humble  Anfwer  is,  ^'hat  as  )'^/  /  dare 
not  pay  them  for  thefe  Reafons. 

I.  Because  the  paying  of  Tithes,  is  a  Submifli- 
on  unto  Jewijh  Bondage  ,  the  Law  of  Tithing,  be- 
ing known  to  be  a  Part  of  that  ceremonial  Law, 
and  Yoke  of  Bondage,  which  was  laid  upon  Ifrael 
after  the  Flefh,  to  be  obferved  and  born  by  them 
in  the  Land  o^ Canaan  i  and  we  are  now  command- 
ed to  (land  fail  in  the  Liberty,  wherewith  Christ 
hath  made  us  free,  and  not  to  be  entangled  again 
with  the  Yoke  of  Bondage,  Gal,  v.  i. 

2.  Be- 


any  Parliament.  Let  no  Man  therefore  thiak,  that  he  hath 
Mjght  to  Tithey  becaufc  the  Law  of  Man  hath  given  them  to 
him ;  for  the  Lavj  of  Mm  can  give  him  no  more  than  the  Law 
efCodvj'iW  permit.  The  Laro  of  Man  may  give  a  Man  jus  ai 
J{em,  Plight  to  a  Thing,  as  to  demand  it,  or  to  defend  it  a- 
gainll  another  Man;  but  in  cannot  give  him  jus  in  re,  Ejgbt 
in  the  Thing,  to  claim  it  in  Bright  againft  or  without  the  Law 
of  God.  I{ight  to  the  Thing  is  a  lame  Title  ;  they  muft  have 
Bjpjot  in  ir,  that  wiil  have  a  pcrfdfl  litk.  The  Law  may  make 
a  ^•an  the  VoJJJfar  or  Efijoycr  of  a  Thing  ;  but  it  cannot  make 
him  tnQ  very  Owier  of  theThinj^.  TheBooks  of  theLaw  them- 
felv-rs  confefs,  *  That  all  Prefcriptions,  Statutes  and  Cuftoms 
againlt  the  Law  of  Nature,  or  of  God,  be  void,  and  againit 
Juftice 

*  Doftor  and  Student,  Dial.  i.  Ch.  2.  The  Larv  of  Nature  fps- 
cially  conftdcr^dy  rvhich  is  alfo  called  the  Law  of  Rea;on,  pertain- 
cti3  only  to  Creaturei  leaf  nible,  that  is,  Man,  which  is  created 
to  ihc  Jmas,e  of  Qod,  And  this  Law  ought  to  be  kept  as  well  among 
Jewi /»/4G'?iitiles,  as  amoytg  Chriflian  Mj>?.  And  therefore  a- 
gainji  this  Law,  Prefer ipnon,  Statute  nor  Cufiom,  miy  not  pre- 
vaii  :  And  ij  any  be  brought  inagainfi  it.  they  be  not  Prcfcrifii* 
otiSf  Statutes  norCuJiomSf  but  Things  void  and  againji  fuftite* 
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2.  Because  the  requiring,  and  paying  of  Tithes, 
is  an  implicit  denying  that  Cbrift  is  come  in  the  Flejh. 
For  if  there  be  not  a  Change  of  the  Law,  then  the 
Priefl hood  of  yfr^r^w  remains,  Heb.v'n.  12.  And  if 
that  Priefthood  remain,  then  Christ  is  not  yee 
come.  The  Law  was  our  School-Mafter  unto  Chrift, 
and  after  that  Faith  is  ccme^  we  are  no  lo7iger  under  a 
School-Mafler,  Gal.  in.  24.^  25.  If  wc  rnuft  fiill  be 
in  Bondage  under  the  Elements  of  the  World,  then 
God  hath  not  yetfent  forth  his  Son,  as  appears  in 
Gal.  iv.  3,  4.  5. 

3.  Because  the  Dodrine,  that  Tithes  ought  to 
be  paid  to  the  Priefts,  or  Prefbyttrs,  or  Clergy, 
is  a  popilli  DoClrine,  inafmuch  as  it  hath  been  de- 
vifcd  and  maintained  by  the  Pope  and  his  Prelates, 
and  is  contrary  to  the  Dodrine  of  the  Scriptures  ; 
andthofe  Congregations,  which  are  called  Reformed 
Churches,  are  known  to  oppofe  the  Pope  and  the 
Prelates,  by  the  Authority  of  the  Scriptures,  in 
this  their  falfe  Dodrine. 

4.  Because  the  Payment  of  Tithes,  or  any 
Thing  in  Lieu  of  Tithes,  doth  and  will  fupport  Po- 
pifh  and  Prelatical  Iniquity  ;  this  being  the  flrong- 
eft  Motive  to  the  Priefts  (or  Prefbyters)  to  hold  up 
Babylon,  by  jumbling  the  World  and  the  Church 
together,  and  fo  to  difhonour  God,  and  do  Ser- 
vice unto  Satan,  keeping  God's  People  ftill  in  Ba- 
bylon -,  becaufe  they  hope,  by  this  Means,  to  have 
larger  Maintenance  *,  compelling  all  thofe  whom 
they  call  the  Church,  to  pay  Tithes  unto  them. 

Reafons  given  by  Thomas  Bennet,  another  of  the  faid 

Parilh,  concerning  the  unjuft  Exa^ion  ^/Tithes. 
To  the  Right  Honourable  Thomas  Adams,  Lord  Ma- 
jor of  the  City  o/London,  Feb,  1 6th  An,  Bom.  1 6^^^ 
Right  Honourable, 

WHEREAS  I  have  been  thefe  thirteen  Times 
commanded    before    your  Honour,    and 
G  2  your 
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your  Lordfliip's  PredecelTors,  for  the  Denial  of 
Tithes,  and  now  at  length  you  have  been  pleafed 
to  permit  me  Freedom  to  deliver  in  mine  Anpjer'm 
Writing :  I  have  therefore  prefumed,  from  your 
Lordihip's  Pcrmiffion,  to  prefent  your  Honour 
with  thefe  enfuing  Reafons. 

i:  My  Lor  d^  If  Tithes  under  the  Gofpel  be  an 
Ordinance,  then  they  muft  be  of  an  Evangelical 
Inftitution,  even  from  the  Command  of  Chrift,  as 
well  as  other  Gofpel  Ordinances:  But  we  find  no 
other  Ordinance  for  the  Exadlion  of  Tithes  now, 
but  a  bare  Mofaical  Ordinance.  Therefore  Tithes 
are  no  Gofpel  Ordinance. 

2.  My  Lord,  Tithes  were  never  ordained,  but  for 
the  Wages  of  Typical  Services  ;  therefore  to  con- 
tinue the  Wages  of  fuch  Work,  cannot  in  Equity 
be  without  the  Continuance  of  the  Work  :  Which 
is  a  flat  Denial  of  Chrift^ s  Co?ning  in  the  Flejh. 

3.  My  Lord^  Thofe  that  had  tlie  Commandment 
for  Tithes,  were  only  to  receive  them  of  their 
Brethren,  Heh.  vii.  5.  that  is,  of  the  other  twelve 
Tribes  •,  therefor^e  not  of  the  Gentiles  •,  nor  were 
Gentiles^  by  that  Command,  bound  thereto  •,  and 
if  not  in  Mofes  his  Time,  much  lefs  now. 

4.  My  Lord,  They  were  impofed  upon  the  Land 
of  Canaan,  therfore  not  upon  England  or  Englifi- 
Men,  being  no  Part  of  C^;^^^;/,  or  the  People  any 
of  the  twelve  Tribes.  And  the  Jews  to  this  Day 
terminate  the  Equity  of  Tithes  to  their  own  Land, 
as  Mr.  Selden,  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
writeth  in  his  Hiflory  of  Tithes. 

5.  My  Lord,  When  the  Law  of  Tithes  was  in 
Force,  it  was  only  of  the  Seed  of  the  Ground,  the 
Fruit  of  the  Trees,  and  of  four-footed  Beafts,  Levit. 
xxvii.  30,  32.  ^Therefore  the  Tithe  of  our  Pulleny 
as  of  Gojlins,  Chickens,  &c.  which  have  but  two 
Feet  apiece,  and  cannot  be  reputed  to  be  of  the 
Herd  or  Flock,  that  palleth  under  the  Rod  j  n  or 

any 
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any  Tithe  of  Houfes,  which  neither  grow,  nor 
bring  forth  Seed,  can  be  concluded  from  the  Law 
of  Tithes. 

6.  My  Lord,  The  Lrjites  paid  the  Tenth  of 
their  Tithes  to  Aaron  the  Prieft,  Num.  xviii.  26,  27, 
28,  29.  yea,  the  Fatherlefs,  the  Widow  and  Stran- 
ger, were  ranked  with  the  Levite,  for  the  Mair> 
tenance  of  Tithes,  Deut.  xiv.  29.  xxvi.  12.  and 
were  to  eat,  and  to  be  fatisfied  therewith  :  There^ 
fore  from  their  Example,  our  Clergy  unjuflly  ex- 
aft  the  whole  Tithes  to  themfelves. 

7.  The  Laity  offered  the  Firft-fruits  unto  the 
Priefls,  in  Ears  of  Wheat,  Barley,  ^c,  in  what 
Quantity  the  Owner  would,  Exod.  xxiii.  19.  Deut. 
xviii.  4.  Therefore  from  their  Example,  there 
can  be  no  Exadtion  of  this  or  that  Qiiantity. 

8.  My  Lord,  They  as  well,  from  the  Example  of 
Mofes  his  Priefls,  may  take  Tithe  of  our  Children  ; 
for  the  Firfl-born,  whether  of  Man  or  Beaft,  fell 
to  the  Prieft.  IStumh,  xviii  15.  So  that  if  our  Clergy 
will  have  thofe  Priefts  to  be  their  Example,  then 
every  Male  thatf.rjl  openeth  the  Matrix,  is  due  unto 
the  Clergy.  And  I  fuppofe,  they  would  exa6l  it,  had 
they  but  Power  to  impofe  Rede?nption  Money  upon 
them,  the  Value  of  five  Shekels,  after  the  Shekel  of  the 
San^uary,  which  is  t^uventy  Gerahs,  upon  every  Firjl- 
horn  Male,  as  Mofes* s  Priefts  had. 

9.  My  Lord,  When  the  Law  of  Tithes  was  in 
Force,  there  was  no  Compulfion  ufed  for  them, 
nor  didM?/^5give  anyCommifTion  to  the  Levites  to 
exa6t  them  by  Force  :  The  Lord  only  fent  his 
Prophets  to  complain  againft  them  that  did  not 
pay  them.  MaLin.g,  10.  Neh.x'm.  10,  11,  12. 

10.  My  Lord,  The  Prieflhood  and  Command- 
ment is  changed,  andOneof  another  Tribe,  even 
of  the  Tribe  ofjudah,  of  which  Mojes  f pake  nothing 
concerning  the  Prieflhood  ;  no  not  fo  much  as  to 
receive  Tithes,  Heb.  vii.  11.  Therefore  to  fpeak 
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that  of  the  Miniftry  of  our  Lord,  which  fprung 
from  Jiidahy  which  wns  fpoken  of  the  Tribe  of^a- 
ron^  whereof  Tithes  were  one  main  Thing,  is  to 
make  our  Lord  to  be  of  the  Tribe  of  Jaron, 

11.  My  Lord,  All  the  Supply,  which  the  Gof- 
pel  ordaineth,  is  a  Firft-day  Colledlion,  or  volun- 
tary Contribution  to  the  Ncceflities  of  the  poor 
Saints,   i  Cor.  xvi.  2.  2  Cor.  ix.  1,5,  7. 

12.  My  Lord,  An  Elder  of  a  Church  cannot  lay 
Claim  to  any  Supply  barely  by  Virtue  of  Elder- 
fhip,  no  more  than  a  Saint  by  Virtue  of  Saintfhip, 
but  both  fimply  as  poor  Saints.  p"or  Evangelical 
Supply  was  only  devoted  to  NecefTity :  The  per 
Man^s  Box,  was  the  Inheritance  or  Portion  of  the 
poor  Saints,  whether  Elders,  or  other  Members. 

13.  It  is  to  be  acknowledged  as  a  Gift  or  Cour- 
tefy,  {i)  2  Cor.  viii.  4.  Phil.  iv.  1 7.  But  to  exad  by 

Compulfion 


C/)As  the  Gofpelit  felf  in  its  own  Nature,  is  equall)'  freff 
in  all  Ages,  and  the  Minifters  of  the  Gofpei  are  lo  too,  in 
Relped  ot  its  Publication  (fo  as  not  to  preach  the  Gofpei  be- 
came humane  Laws  command,  nor  to  forbear  to  preach  it  be- 
caufe  humane  Laws  forbid;  fo  ought  the  Gofpei  Mainten,ince 
alfo,  or  the  Maintenance  of  this  Gofpei  Mi  )iftry,  to  be  in  «U 
A^Q^equiUy  frei ;  elfe  it  is  not  fuitable  to  the  Miniftry,  and 
thcGoipel  to  which  it  appertains.  And  whenfoever  it  ceijes 
to  be  free,  by  the  interpofed  Injunftions  of  penal  Laws,  it 
thenceforth  c-^iffs  to  bi  a  Gofi>cl-Miime.vance.  Now  if  we 
lliould  Tuppofe  j'nhes  a  lawful  Maintenance,  and  that  the  Do- 
nation of  them  was  an  At\  of  pure  Liberality  and  perfci;t 
Freedom  in  the  firit  Donors  (which  univerlally  conlider'd,  is 
far  enough  from  Probability;  and  upon  that  Suppofition 
fhould  admit  Tithes  to  have  been  then  a  free  Maintenance  ; 
yet  the  letling  of  them  as  a  ftanding  Maintenance,  and  com- 
pelling after  Ages  by  Pe-w^/f/Vi  to  pay  theiu,  makes  them  not 
?iowafree  lAdinteiunee,  if  they  had  been  fo  then  ;  but  the 
true  Cojpt;l  hUimeniince  ought  to  be  free  in  its  Covtiruztion, 
as  well  as  in  its  Beginning ;  and  Chriftiuris  now  may  juftly  ex- 
pctl  as  much  Chriltian  Lii)erty  and  Freedom,  as  others  in  for- 
mer AgwS  had,  which  ikey  do  not  enjoy,  vvho  now  ftand  Oou?ii 
to  the  Performance  ©f  that  which  others  were  at  Liberty  to. 


The  Gyeat  Cafe  of  Tithes,  d^c.  8  5 

Compulfion,  is  contrary  to  theNature  of  Courtefy ; 
that  were  of  Violence,  not  of  Gift. 

14.  All  that  Chrift  ordained  the  Twelve,  and 
the  Seventy,  which  he  fent  out,  to  take,  was  but 
to  eat  and  drink  fuch  1'hings  as  were  fet  before  them  \ 
making  that  to  be  all  his  Labourers  Jljoidd  account 
themfehes  worthy  of.     Luke  x.  7,  8. 

15.  My  Lord^  It  is  unreafonable  for  a  Shepherd 
to  exadb  the  Milk  of  that  Flock,  which  he  doth 
not  feed  ;  for  the  Flock  which  he  feedeth,  is  the 
Flock  of  whofe  Milk  he  mult  eat,  i  Cor.  ix.  7. 
therefore  the  Clergy-Shepherds  may  not  exad  the 
Milk  of  the  Flocks  that  are  not  fed  by  them. 

16.  My  Lor d^  No  Payment  of  Tithes  was  or- 
dained in  Chriftian  Churches  (as  Selden  obferveth) 
till  the  general  Council  at  Lateran.,  Anno  12 15. 
Therefore  the  Ordinance  of  Tithes  under  the 
Gofpel,  deriving  its  Being  and  Inftitution,  from 
the  Injundions  of  the  Pope  and  his  Council^  doth 
fubjeft  us  to  the  Dictates  of  the  See  of  Rome,  a- 
gainft  which,  we  are  ail  engaged  by  our  former 
Proteftations,  and  by  our  folemn  League  and  Co- 
venant. And  tho'  thefe  Tithes  flioald  be  granted 
not  to  be  the  Root,  yet  they  cannot  but  be  con- 
cluded to  be  a  main  Branch  of  Popery,  being  not 
of  Chrift's,  but  of  the  Pope's  own  Ordinance ; 
therefore  by  our  Covenant  to  be  extirpated. 

By  what  is  produced,  the  Reader  may  gather 
how  great  the  Uneafinefs  was,  which  theOrdinance 
of  Parliament  refpeCling  Tithes,  Oblations,  i^c.  oc- 
cafion'd  •,  and  this  Uneafinefs  increafing  more  and 
more,  by  the  Sufferings  of  many  in  divers  Parts  of 
the  Nation,  who  could  not  in  Confcience  comply 
with  that  Ordinance  •,  at  Xsi^John  Milton  undertook 
their  Defence,  in  a  Treatife  intitlM,  Confi derations 
touching  the  Ukeliefi  Means  to  remove  Hirelings  out  of 
the  Church.  Wherein  is  alfo  difcours'd  of  Tithes, 
G  4  Church 
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Church-Fees^  Church- Revenues ;  and  whether  any 
Maintenance  of  Minifters  can  he  fetled  by  Law^ 
This  he  addrefs'd  to  the  Parliament  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  England^  with  the  Dominions  thereof: 
Printed  and  publifh-d  in  the  Year  1659.  Some  of 
his  Arguments  againft  Tithes,  are  as  follow. 
«  What  Recompence   ought  to    be  given  to 

*  Church-Minifters  God  hath  anfwcrably  ordain'd, 

*  according  to  that  Difference  which  he  hath  ma- 
^  nifeftly  put  between  thofe  His  two  great  Difpen- 

*  fations,  the  Law  and  the  GofpeL  Under  the  Law 

*  he  gave  them  Tithes  •,  under  the  Go/pel^  having 
'  left  all  Things  in  his  Church  to  (  harity  and 
^  Chriflian  Freedom,  he  hath  given  them  only  what 
'  is  juftly  given  them  ;  That^  as  well  under  the 
'  Gofpel  as  under  the  Law^  fay  our  Englijh  Divines, 
'  and  they  only  of  all  Proteflants,  is  rithes  -,  and 

*  they  fay  true,  if  any  Man  be  fo  minded  to   give 

*  them  of  his  own  the  Tenth  or  Twentieth.  But 
'  that  the  Law  therefore  of  Tithes  is  in  Force  un- 
^  der  the  Gofpel,  all  other  Proteftant  Divines, 
'  though  equally  concern'd,  yet  conftantly  deny. 
'  For  altho'  Hire  to  the  Labourer  be  of  moral  and 
'  perpetual  Right,  yet  that  fpecial  Kind  of  Hire, 
^  the  Tenth,  can  be  of  no  Right  or  NccefTity,  but 
*•  to  that  fpecial  Labour  for  which  God  ordained 

*  it.  The  fpecial  Labour  was  the  Levitical  and 
^  Ceremonial  Service  of  the  Tabernacle,  Num.  xviii. 

*  21,  31.  which  is  now  abolillied.  The  Right 
^  therefore  of  that  fpecial  Flire  niufl  needs  be  withal 

*  abolifhed,  as  being  alfo  Ceremonial.  That  Tithes 

*  were  Ceremonial  is  plain  -,  not  being  given  to  tlie 

*  Levites  till  they  had  been  firft  ofler*d  an  Heave- 

*  Offering  to  the  Lord,  verf.  24,  28.    He  then  who 

*  by  that  Law  brings  Tithes  into  the  Gofpel,  of 

*  NecefTity  brings  in  withal  a  Sacrifice,  and  an 

*  Altar;  without  which  Tithes  by  that  Law  were 
t  unfandified  and  polluted,  verf.  32.  and  t-ierefore 
^  never  thought  on  in  phe  firlt  Chriflian  Times, 

*  till 
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^  till  Coremonies,  Altars^  Oblations^  by  an  ancienter 
'  Corruption,    were  brought   back  long  before; 

*  And  yet  the  Jews^   ever  fince  their  Temple  was 

*  deftroy'd,  though  they  have  Rahbies  and  Teach- 

*  ers  of  their  Law,  yet  pav  no  Tithes,  as  having 
'  no  Levites  to  whom,  no  Temple  where  to  pay 
^  them,    nor   Altar  whereon    to    hallow   them  •, 

*  which  argues,  that  the  Jews  themfelves  never 
«  thought  Tithes  moral,  but  ceremonial  only, 
'  That  Chriftians  therefore  fhould  take  them  up, 

*  when  Jews  have  laid  them  down,  muft  needs  be 
'  very  abfurd  and  prepoflcrous. 

'  This  is  fo  apparent  to  the  Reformed  Divines  of 
'  other  Countries,   that  when  any  of  ours  hath  at- 

*  tempted  in  Latin  to  maintain  this  Argument  of 
'  Tithes,  tho*  a  Man  would  think  they  might  fuf- 
'  fer  him  without  Oppofition,  in  a  Point  equally 
'  tending  to  the  Advantage  of  all  Minifters,    yet; 

*  they  forbear  not  to  oppofe  him,  as  in  a  Dodrine 
'  not  fit  to  pafs    unoppos'd    under    the  Gofpel. 

*  Which  fhews  the  Modefly,   the  Contentednefs  of 

*  thofe  Foreign  Paftors,  with  the  Maintenance  giv- 
f  en  them  •,  their  Sincerity  alfo  in  the  Truth,  tho' 
'  lefs  gainful  •,  and  the  Avarice  of  ours,  who,  thro' 
'  the  Love  of  their  old  Papiftical  Tithes,  confider 
^  notthe  weak  Arguments,   or  rather  Conjedures 

*  and  Surmifes  which  they  bring  to  defend  them. 

'  Certainly,  if  Chrift  or  his  Apoftles,  had 
'  approv'd  of  Tithes,  they  would  have  either  by 
f  Writing,  or  Tradition,  recommended  them  to 
^  the  Church :  And  that  foon  would  have  appearM 
«  in  the  Praftice  of  thofe  Primitive,  and  the  next 
^  Ages  •,  but  for  the  firft  three  Hundred  Years 
«  and  more,  in  all  the  Ecclefiaftical  Story,  I  find  no 
<  fuch  Doftrine  or  Example  :   Tho'  Error ^  by  that 

*  Time,  had  brought  back  again  Priefts^  Altars^ 

*  and  Oblations  \  and  in  many  other  Points  of  Re- 
V.  f  ligion,  had  iniierably  Judaiz'd  the  Church,    So 

<   that 
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that  the-Defenders  of  Tithes,  after  a  long  Pomp, 
and  tedious  Preparation  out  of  Heathen  Authors, 
telHng  us,  that  Tithes  were  paid  to  Hercules  and 
Apollo^  which  perhaps  was  imitated  from  the 
Jews^  and  as  it  were  befpeaking  our  P^xpedation, 
that  they  will  abound  much  more  with  Authori- 
ties out  of  Chriftian  Story,  having  nothing  of 
general  Approbation  to  begin  with  from  thefirft 
three  or  four  Ages,  but  that  which  abundantly 
ferves  to  the  Confutation  of  their  Tithes  •,  while 
they  confefs  that  Church-Men  in  thofe  Ages  liv'd 
meerly  upon  Free-will  Offerings.  Neither  can 
they  fay,  that  Tithes  were  not  then  paid,  for 
Want  of  a  Civil  Magiflrate  to  ordain  them,  for 
Chriflians  had  then  alfo  Lands,  and  might  give 
out  of  them  what  they  pleas'd  ;  and  yet  of  Tithes 
then  given,  we  find  no  Mention.  And  the  firll 
Chriftian  Emperors,  who  did  all  Things  as  Bi- 
fhops  advis'd  them,  fupply'd  v/hat  was  wanting 
to  the  Clergy^  not  out  of  Tithes,  which  were 
never  mentioned,  but  out  of  theiv  own  Imperial 
Revenues,  as  is  manifefl  in  Eufehius^  Theodora 
and  Sc'zomen,  from  Conftantine  to  Arcadius. 
Hence  thofe  Ancientcft  Reformed  Churches  of 
the  ^^alder?jQ'S,  if  they  rather  con tinu'd  not  pure 
fince  the  Apollles,  deny'd  that  I'ithes  were  to 
be  given,  or  that  they  were  ever  given  in  the 
Primitive  Church,  as  appears  by  an  ancient 
Tradate  infcrted  in  the  Bohemian  Hiftory. 
*  Thus  far  hath  the  Church  been  always,  whe- 
ther in  her  Prime,  or  in  her  ancienteft  Reforma- 
tion, from  the  approving  of  Tithes ;  nor  without 
Reafon  ;  for  they  might  eafily  perceive  that 
Tithes  were  fitted  to  the  Jews  only,  a  National- 
Church  of  many  incompleat  Synagogues,  uniting 
the  Accomplifhmcnt  of  Divine  Worfhip  in  one 
Temple  ;  and  the  Levites  there  had  their  Tithes 
paid,   where  they  did  their  Bodily  Work,    to 

'  which 
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which  a  particular  Tribe  was  fet  apart  by  Divine 
Appointment,  not  by  the  People's  Eledllon. 
But  the  Chriftian  Church  is  univcrfal,  not  ty'd 
to  Nation,  Diocefs,  or  Pariili,  but  confiliing  of 
many  particular  Churches  com  pleat  in  themfelves, 
gathcr'd,  not  by  Compulfion,  or  the  Accident 
of  dwelling  nigh  together,  but  by  free  Confent, 
chufing  both  their  particular  Church,  and  their 
Church-Officers  -,  whereas  if  Tithes  be  fet  up,  all 
thefe  Chriftian  Privileges  will  be  difturb'd,  and 
foon  loft,  and  with  them  Chriftian  Liberty. 
'  The  jBrft  Authority  which  our  Adverfaries 
bring,  after  thofe  fabulous  Apoftolick  Canons, 
which  they  dare  not  infift  upon,  is  a  provincial 
Council  held  at  Cullen,  v/here  they  voted  Tithes 
to  be  God''s  RerJ^  in  the  Year  356  •,  at  the  fame 
Time,  perhaps,  when  the  three  Kings  reign'd 
there,  and  of  like  Authority.  For  to  what  Pur- 
pofe  do  they  bring  thefe  trivial  Teftimonies,  by 
which  they  might  as  well  prove  Altars,  Candles 
at  Noon,  and  the  greateft  Part  of  thofe  Super- 
ftitions,  fetch'd  from  Faganiftn  or  Jewifm^  which 
the  Papijl,  inveigl'd  by  this  fond  Argument  of 
Antiquity,  retains  to  this  Day  ?  To  what  Pur- 
pofe  thofe  Decrees  of  I  know  not  what  Bifliops, 
to  a  Parliament  and  People  who  have  thrown  out 
both  Bifhops  and  Altars,  and  promis'd  all  Re- 
formation by  the  Word  of  God/'  And  that 
Altars  brought  Tithes  hither,  as  one  Corruption 
begot  another,  is  evident  by  one  of  thofe  Quefti- 
ons  which  the  Monk  Juflin  propounded  to  the 
Pope,  Concerning  thofe  Things.,  uhich  by  Offerings 
of  the  Faithful  came  to  the  Altar ^  as  Beda  writes, 
i.  I.  r.  27.  If  then  by  thefe  Teftimonies  we  m aft 
have  Tithes  continued,  we  muft  again  have  Altars. 
*  Of  Fathers,  by  Cuftom  fo  call'd,  they  quote 
Ambrofe,  Auguftine^  andfome  other  Ceremonial 
Dodors  of  the  fame  Leaven  *,  whofe  AfTertion 

*  without 
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'  without  pertinent  Scripture,  no  Reformed  Church 

'  can  admit.     And  what  they  vouch,    is  founded 

'  on  the  Law  of  Mofes^  with  which,    every  where 

'  pitifully  miflaken,    they   again  incorporate  the 

'  Gofpel  •,  as  did  the  reft  alio  of  thofe  Titular  Fa- 

'  thers,  perhaps  an  Age  or  two  before  them,  by . 

'  many  Rites  and  Ceremonies,    both  Jewijh  and 

'  Heathenijh  introduc'd  ;  whereby  thinking  to  gain 

'  all,  they  loft  all  :   And  inftead  of  winning  J^-tCi 

*  and  Pagans^  to  be  Chriftians,  by  too  much  con- 
'  defcending,  they  turn'd  Chriftians  into  7<rwj  and 
«  Pagans.     To  heap  fuch  unconvincing  Citations  as 

*  thele  in  Religion,  whereof  the  Scripture  only  is 
'  our  Rule,  argues  not  much  Learning  nor  Judg- 

*  ment,  but  the  loft  Labour  of  much  unprofitable 
^  Reading. 

*■  They  produce  next,    the  Ancient  Conftituti^ 

*  ons  of  this  Land,  Saxon  Laws^  Edi6ls  of  Kings, 
'  and  their  Councils,  from  Athelftone.,  in  the  Year 
'  928,  that  Tithes  by  Statute  were  paid:  and 
'  might  produce  from /;^j,  above  200  Years  be- 
'  fore,  that  Romefcot^  or  Peter's  Penny^  was  by  a 
'  good  Statute-Law  paid  to  the  Pope,    from  725, 

*  and  almoft  as   long  continued.     And  who  knows 

*  not  that  this  Law  of  Tithes,  was  enabled  by 
'  thofe  Kings  and  Barons,  upon  the  Opinion  they 
'  had  oLtheir  Divine  Right,  as  the  very  Words 
*"  import  of  Edward  the  Confeffor^  in  the  Clofe  of 
'  that   Law :    For  fo   hleffed  Auftin  preach* d  and 

*  taught  ?  meaning  the  Monk,  who  firft  brought 
'  the  Ro?nifh  Religion  into    England  from  Gregory 

*  the  Pope.    And  by  the  Way  I  add,  that  by  thefe 

*  Laws,  imitating  the  Law  of  Mofes^  the  third 
'  Part  of  Tithes  only  was  the  Prieft's  Due,  the 
'  other  two  were  appointed  for  the  Poor,  and  to 
^  adorn  or  repair  Churches  -■»  as  the  Canons  of  Eg- 
'  bert  and  Elfrick  witnefs,  Concil.  Brit.  If  then 
«  thefc  Laws  were  founded  upon  the  Opinion  of 

'  Divine 
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Divine  Authority,  and  that  Authority  be  found 
miftaken  and  erroneous,  as  hath  been  fully  ma- 
nifefted,  it  follows,  that  thofe  Laws  fall  of  them- 
felves,  with  their  falfe  Foundations.  But  with 
what  Face  of  Confcience  can  they  al ledge  JVf<?/Z\r, 
or  thefc  Laws  for  Tithes,  as  they  now  enjoy,  or 
exaft  them  ;  whereof  Mcfes  ordains  the  Owner, 
as  we  heard  before,  the  Stranger,  the  Fatherlefs 
and  the  Widow,  Partakers  with  the  Levite  -,  and 
thefe  Fathers  which  they  cite,  and  thefe,  though 
Romijh  rather  than  Englijh  Laws,  allotted  both 
to  Prieft  and  Bifhop  the  third  Part  only. 
'  Another  Shift  they  have  to  plead,  that 
Tithes  may  be  moral  as  well  as  the  Sabbath,  a 
Tenth  of  Fruits,  as  well  as  a  Seventh  of  Days.- 
I  anfwer,  that  the  Prelates,  who  urge  this  Ar- 
gument, have  leafl  Reafon  to  ufe  it  i  denying 
Morality  in  the  Sabbath,  and  therein  better  a- 
greeing  with  Reformed  Churches  abroad  than 
the  reft  of  our  Divines.  As  therefore  the  Se- 
venth Day  is  not  moral,  but  a  convenient  Re- 
courfe  of  Worfhip  in  fit  Seafon,  whether  Seventh 
or  other  Number  ^  fo  neither  is  the  Tenth  of  our 
Goods,  but  only  a  convenient  Subfiftence  mo- 
rally due  to  Miniflers. 

'  The  laft,  and  loweft  Sort  of  their  Arguments, 
that  Men  purchased  not  their  Tithe  with  their 
Land,  and  fuch  like  Petty-Foggery,  I  omit,  as 
refuted  fufficiently  by  others,  (k)  I  omit  alfo 
their  violent  and  irreligious  Exactions,  related  no 
lefs  credibly :  Their  feizing  of  Pots  and  Pans 
from  the  Poor,  who  have  as  good  Right  to 
Tithes  as  they  ;  from  fome,  the  very  Beds  ;  their 

'  fuing 


ik)  'Tis  not  unlikely  but  that  Milton  hd  an  Eye  in  this  Place 
to  our  Author^  who  in  Fags  5 1  has  anjvuni  thofe  Argumenti  9r 
Cbje^ions* 
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fuing  and  imprifoning,  worfe  than  when  the  Ca^ 
non  Law  was  in  Force:  worfc  than  when  thofe 
wicked  Sons  of  Eli  were  Priefts,  whofe  Manner 
was  thus  to  feize  their  pretended  Prieftly-Dae  by 
Force,  i  Sam.  ii.  12.  ^c.  fFh'erehy  Men  abhor^d 
the  Offerings  of  the  Lord  *,  and  it  may  be  fear'd, 
that  many  v/ill  as  much  abhor  the  Gofpel,  if 
fuch  Violence  as  this  be  fufFer'd  in  herMiniflers, 
and  in  that  which  they  alfo  pretend  to  be  the  ON 
fering  of  the  Lord.  For  thofe  Sons  of  Belial^  with- 
in fome  Limits  made  Seizure  of  what  they  knew 
was  their  own  by  an  undoubted  Law  ;  but  thefe, 
from  whom  there  is  no  Sanftuary,  feize  out  ot 
Men's  Grounds,  out  of  Men's  Houfes  their  o- 
ther  Goods,  of  double,  fome  times  of  treble  Va- 
lue, for  that,  which  did  not  Covetoufnefs  and 
Rapine  blind  them,  they  know  to  be  not  their 
own  by  the  Gofpel  which  they  preach.  Of  fome 
more  tolerable  than  thefe,  thus  feverely  God  hath 
fpoken,  Efa.  Ivi.  10.  ^c.  'The'j  are  greedy  Dogs  ; 
they  all  look  to  their  own  Way.,  every  one  for  his 
Gain,  from  his  ^larter. 

*  With  what  Anger  then  will  he  judge  them 
who  Hand  not  looking,  but  under  Colour  of  a 
Divine  Right,  fetch  by  Force  that  which  is  not 
their  own,  taking  his  Name  not  in  vain,  but  in 
Violence  .'*  Not  content,  as  Gehazi  was,  to  make 
a  cunning,  but  a  conftrain'd  Advantage  of  what 
their  Mafter  bids  them  give  freely  ;  how  can 
they  but  return  fmitten,  worfe  than  that  fhark- 
ing  Minifter,  with  a  fpiritual  Leprofy?  And 
yet  they  cry  out  Sacrilege,  that  Men  will  not  be 
guli'd  and  bafH'd  the  Tenth  of  their  Eftates,  by 
giving  Credit  to  frivolous  Pretences  of  Divine 
Right. 

'  Where  did  God  ever  clearly  declare  to  all 
Nations,  or  in  all  Lands  (and  none  but  Fools 
part  widi    their  Eftates,  without  cleared  Evi- 

'  dcnce. 
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*  dence,  on  bare  Suppofals  and  Prefumptions  of 
'  them  who  are  the  Gainers  thereby)   that  He  re- 

*  quir'd  the  Tenth  as  due  to  Hmi  or  His  Son  per- 

*  petually,   and  in  all  Places  ?   Where  did   he  de- 

*  mand  it,    that  we  might  certainly  know,    as  In 

*  allClaimsof  Temporal  Right  is  JLift  and  rcafon- 
'  able/'  Or  if  demanded,  where  did  he  affign  ir, 
'  or  by  what  evident  Conveyance,  to  Miniilers? 
'  Unlefs  they  can  demonftrate  this  by  more  than 
'  Conjediures,    their   Title  can  be  no    better  to 

*  Tithes,  than  the  Title  of  Gehazi  was  to  thofe 
'  Things,  which  by  abufing  his  Mailer's  Name, 

*  he  rook'd  from  Naaman.     Much  lefs,  where  did 

*  He  command  that  Tithes  fhould  be  fetch'd  by 

*  Force,  where  left  not,  under  the  Gofpel  •,  what- 
'  ever  his  Right  was  to  the  Free-will  OiFerings  of 

*  Men  ?   Wiiich  is  the  greater  Sacrilege^   to  belie 

*  Divine  Authority,  to  make  the  Name  of  Chrifl 
'  acceliary  to  Violence,   and  robbing  Flim  of  the 

*  very  Honour  which  He  aim'd  at  in  bellowing 
<  freely  the  Gofpel,  to  commit  Simony  and  Rapine ^ 
«  both  fecular  and  Ecclefiaftical ;  or  on  the  other 
'  Side,  not  to  give  up  the  Tenth  of  Civil  Right 

*  and  Propriety,  to  the  Tricks  and  Impoflures  of 
'  Clergy-men,  contriv'd  with  all  the  Art  and  Ar- 
«  gument  that  their  Bellies  can  invent  or  fugged  ; 
'  yet  fo  ridiculous,  and  prefumyig  on  the  People's 
'  Dulnefs  or  Superftition,  as  to  think  they  prove 
'  the  Divine  Right  of  their  Maintenance,  by  Ahram 
'  paying  Tithes  to  Melchifedec^  when  as  Melchife- 

*  dec^  in  that  Paffage,  rather  gave  Maintenance 
«  to  Ahrain  \  in  whom  all,  both  Priefls  and  Mi- 
'  niflers,  as  well  as  Laymen,    paid  Tithes,  not 

*  received  them. 

'  The  next  Thing  to  be  confidered  in  the  Main- 
«  tenance  of  Minifters  is,  by  whom  it  fhould  be 
«  given.  Wherein  though  tlic  Light  of  Reafon 
'  might  fufficiently  inform  us,  it  will  be  beft  to 

'  confult 
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^  confult  the  Scripture  :  Gal.  vi.  6.  Let  him  thai  is 
'  taught  in  the  Word^  communicate  to  him  that  teach- 
'  eth.,  in  all  good  Things.,  that  is  to  fay,  in  all  man- 
^  ner  of  Gratitude  to  his  Ability,  i  Cor.'ix.  ii. 
'  If  we  have  [own  unto  you  Spiritual  Things^  is  it  a 
'  great  Matter  if  we  reap  your  Carnal  Things  ?  Ta 
'  whom  therefore  hath  not  been  fown,  from  him 
^  wherefore Hiou Id  be  reaped?  iTim.v.  17.  Let 
'  the  Elders  that  rule  well,  be  counted  worthy  of 
'  double  Honour.,  efpecially  they  who  labour  in  the 
^  Word  and  DoSlriyie.  By  thefe  Places  we  fee,  that 
'  Recompence  was  given  either  by  every  one  in 
'  particular  who  had  been  inllruded,  or  by  them 

*  all  in  common,  brought  into  the  Church-Trea- 
'  fure,  and  diftributed  to  the  Miniflers  according 

*  to  their  feveral  Labours,  and  that  was  judged 
'  either  by  fome  extraordinary  Perfon,  as  Timothy., 
'  who  by  the  Apoftle  was  then  left  Evangelift  at 
'  Ephefus.,  2  Tim.  iv.  5.  or  by  fome  to  whom  the 
'  Church  deputed  that  Care. 

'  This  is  fo  agreeable  to  Rcafon,  and  fo  clear,- 
'  that  one  may  perceive  what  Iniquity  and  Vio* 
'  lence  hath  prevailed  fi.nce  in  the  Church,  where^ 
<  by  it  hath  been  fo  ordered,  that  they  alfo  fhall 
'  be  compelled  to  recompence  the  Parochial  Mi^ 

*  nifler,  who  neither  chofe  him  for  their  Teacher, 
«  nor  have  received  Inftruclion  from  him,  as  be-^ 
'  ing  either  infufficient,  or  not  refidcnt,  or  infe- 
'  rior  to  whom  they  follow  •,  wherein  to  bar  them 
'  their  Choice,  is  to  violate  Chriflian  Liberty. 

'  Our  Law-Books  teftify,  that  before  the  Coun- 

'  ciXdit  Lateran.,  in  the  Year  11 79,   and  the  Fifth 

'  of  our  Hen.  2.  or  rather  before  a  Decretal  Epi^ 

*  file  of  Pope  Innocent  the  Third,  about  1200,  and 
'  the  firft  of  King  John,  any  Man  might  have  given 

*  his  Tithes  to  what  Spiritual  Perfon  he  would.  And 
'  as  the  Lord  Coke  notes  on  that  Place,    Inflit* 

*  Part  2.  T\iU  this  Decretal  hound  not  the  Subje^s 
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*  ^fthis  Reabn,  but,  as  it  feemcd  juft  and  reafonabUt. 
The  Pope  took  his  Reafon  rightly  from  the  a- 
bove  cited  Place,  i  Cor.  ix.  il.  butEilfly  fup- 
pos'd  every  one  to  be  inftruded  by  his  Parilh- 
Priefl. 

*  Whether  this  were  then  firft  fo  decreed,  of 
rather  long  before,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  Laws 
of  Edgar  and  Canute,  that  Tithes  were  to  be 
paid,  not  to  whom  he  would  that  paid  them, 
but  to  the  Cathedral-Church,  or  the  Parifh- 
Priefl,  it  imports  not ;  fince  the  Reafon  which 
they  themfelves  bring,  built  on  falfe  Suppofi- 
tions,  becomes  alike  infirm  and  abfurd,  that  he 
fhould  reap  from  me,  who  fows  not  to  me  ;  be 
the  Caufe  either  his  Defedl,  or  my*  free  Choice. 
But  here  it  will  be  readily  bbjeded.  What  if 
they  who  are  to  be  inflrud:ed,  be  not  able  to 
maintain  a  Minifler,  as  in  many  Villages?  I 
anfwer,  that  the  Scripture  fhews  in  many  Pla- 
ces what  ought  to  be  done  herein.  Firfi^  I  of- 
fer it  to  the  Reafon  of  any  Man^  whether  he 
thinks  the  Knowledge  of  the  Chriftian  Religion 
harder  than  any  other  Art  or  Science  to  obtain* 
I  fuppofe  he  will  grant  that  it  is  far  cafier,  both 
of  it  felf,  arid  in  Regard  of  God*s  affifting  Sprite 
not  particularly  promised  us  to  the  Attainment 
of  any  other  Knowledge,  but  of  this  only  : 
Since  it  was  preached  as  well  to  the  Shepherds  of 
Bethlem  by  Angels,  as  to  the  Eaftern  Wifemen 
by  that  Star ;  and  our  Saviour  declares  himfelf 
anointed  to  preach  the  Gofpel  to  the  Poor,  Luke 
iv.  18.  then  furely  to  their  Capacity.  They 
who  after  him  firfl  taught  it,  were  otherwife  un- 
learned Men  :  They  who,  hdortHus  2LndLuther, 
firfl  reformed  it,  were  for  the  Meannefs  of  their 
Condition,  called.  The  poor  Men  f?/Lions  ;  and  in 
Flanders  at  this  Day,  les  Gueus,  which  is  to  fay 
Beggars,    Therefore  are  the  Scriptures  tranflated 

H  *  into 


^6 
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into  every  vulgar  Tongue,  as  being  held  in  maiii 
Matters  of  Belief  and  Salvation,    plain  and  eafy 
to  the  pooreft  •,    and  fuch,    no  lefs  than  their 
Teachers,   have  the  Sj)irii  to  guide  them  in  all 
Truth,  John  xiv.  26.  and  xvi.  13. 
*  Seeing  then  that  the  Chriflian  Religion  may 
be  fo  eafily  attained,  and  by  meaneft  Capacities, 
it  cannot  be  much  difEcult  to   find  Ways,  both 
how  the  Poor,  yea,  all  Men  may  be  foon  taught 
what  is  to   be  known  of  Chrillianity,    and  the 
who  teach  them  recompenced.     Firfl^   if    Mini 
fters  of  their  own  Accord,  who   pretend  tha 
they  are  called  and  fent  to  preach  the  Gofpel, 
thofe  who  have  no  particular  Flock,  would  imi^ 
tate  our  Saviour  and  his  Difciples,  who  went 
preaching  through  the  Villages,  not  only  thro* 
the  Cities.  Alat.ix.  ^5,     Markvi.  6.     Luke  xiil 
22.     -^^jviii.  25.     and  there  preached  to  the 
Poor  as  well  as  to  the  Rich,  looking  for  no  Re- 
compence  but  in    Heaven;    John  iv.  35,  36. 
Look  on  the  Fields  ;  for  they  are  white  already  to 
Harveft  :    And  he  that  reapeth,   recelveth  Wages ^ 
and  gather eth  Fruit  unto  Life  Eternal.     [This  was 
their  Wages.]     But  they  foon  will  reply,    we 
our  felves  have   not  wherewithal  ;    who   fhall 
bear  the  Charges  of  our  Journey  ?  To  whom  it 
may  as  foon  be  anfwered,   that  in  Likelihood 
they  are  not  poorer   than  they  who  did  thus ; 
and  if  they  have  not  the  fame  Faith  which  thofe 
Difciples  had,  to  trufl  in  God  and  the  Promife 
of  Chrifl  for   their  Maintenance,  as  they  did, 
and  yet  intrude   into  the  Miniftry  without  any 
Livelihood  of  their  own,   they  cafl  themfelves 
into  a  miferable  Hazard  or  Temptation,    and 
oft-times  into  a  more  miftrrable  NecefTity,    ei- 
ther to  ftarve,  or  to  pleaf^  their  Pay-Mafters, 
rather  than  God  :    And  give  Men  juft  Caufe  to 
fufpeft,  that  they  came  neitlicr  called,  nor  fent 

*  from 
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*  from  above  to  preach  the  Word,  but  from  be- 
^  low,   by  the  Inftind  of  their  own  Hunger  to  feed 

*  upon  the  Church. 

'  St.  Faul^  though  born  of  no  mean  Parents, 
'  a  free  Citizen  of  the  Rofnan  Empire,  fo  little  did 
'  his  Trade  debafe  him,  that  it  rather  enabled 
'  him  to  ufe  that  (/)  Magnanimity  of  Preaching 
'  the  Gofpel  through  Afia  and  Europe  at  his  own 
*•  Charges :  Thus  thofe  Preachers  among  the 
'  fValdenfes,  the  ancient  Stock  of  our  Reformati- 
'  on,  without  thefe  Helps  which  I  fpeak  of,  bred 
'up  themfclves  in  Trades,  and  efpecially  in  Ph^^- 
'  ftck  and  Sttrger'j^  as  well  as  in  the  Study  of  Scrip- 

*  ture  Cwkich  is  the  only  true  Theology)  that  they 
'  might  be  no  Burden  to  the  Church  ;  and  by  the 
'  Example  of  Chrift,  might  cure  both  Soul  and 
*•  Body  •,  through  Induftry,    joining  that  to  their 

*  Miniftry,  which  he  join*d  to  his  by  Gift  of  the 

*  Spirit;  Thus  relates  Peter  Gilles  in  his  Hiftory 
'  of  the  tValdenfes  in  Piedmont.   But  our  Minifters 

*  think  Scorn  to  ufe  a  Trade,  and  count  it  the 
'  Reproach  of  this  Age,  that  Tradefmen  preach 
'  the  Gofpel.     It  were  to  be  wifli'd  they  were  all 

*  Tradefmen  ;    they  would  not   then  fo  many  of 

*  them,  for  Want   of  another  Trade,    make  a 

*  Trade  of  their  Preaching  :    And  yet  they  cla- 

*  mour  that   Tradefmen   preach  5  and   yet  they 

*  preach,    while  they  themfelves    are    the   worft 

*  Tradefmen  of  all.  As  for  Church-Endowments 
'  and  Poffejfions^  I  meet  with  none  confiderable  be- 

*  fore  Conjlantine,  but  the  Houfes  and   Gardens, 

H  2  '  where 


(/)  Wkat  MWton  calls  Magmrjimtty  of  PreachtTfg,  John  Locke 
tikes  to  be  the  Glorying  wi^/ffo  the  Jpojile /peaks  of  in  1  Cor.  ix. 
15.  For  ic  were  better  forme  to  die,  than  that  any  Man 
Ihoulcl  make  my  Glorying  void,  fohn  Locke's  Paraphrafej  For 
I  had  rather  perifh  for  Want,  than  be  deprived  of  what  I 
glory  in,  viz.  Preaching  the  Gof^d  freely  % 
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where  they  met,  and  the  Places  of  Burial :  Arid 
I  perfwade  me,  that  from  them  the  ancient  JVal- 
ckrifis^  whom  defervedly  I  cite  fo  often,  held, 
That  to  endow  Churches  is  an  evil  Thi/7g  -,  and  that 
this  Church  then  fell  off  and  turn'd  Whore  fitting 
on  that  Bead  in  the  Revel a-tion,  when  under 
Pope  Sihefter  fhe  received  thofe  temporal  Dona- 
tions. So  the  forecited  Tradate  of  their  Do- 
dlrine  teftifies. 

'  This  alfo  their  own  Traditions  of  that  hea- 
venly Voice  witneffed,  and  fome  of  the  ancient 
Fathers  then  living  forelaw  and  deplored.  And 
indeed,  how  could  thele  Endowments  thrive 
better  with  the  Church,  being  unjuflly  taken 
by  thofe  Emperors,  without  Suffrage  of  the 
People,  out  of  the  Tributes  and  publick  Lands 
of  each  City,  whereby  the  People  became  liable 
to  be  oppreffed  with  other  Taxes.  Being  there- 
fore given  for  the  moft  Part  by  Kings  and  o- 
ther  publick  Perfons,  and  fo  likelieft  out  of  the 
Publick,  and  if  without  the  People's  Confent, 
unjuftly  ;  however  to  publick  Ends  of  much« 
C  oncernment  to  the  Good  or  Evil  of  a  Common- 
Wealth,  and  in  that  Regard  made  publick, 
though  given  by  private  Perfons  j  or  which  is 
worle,  given,  as  the  Clergy  then  pcrfwaded 
Men,  for  their  Soul's  Health,  a  pious  Gift,  but 
as  the  Truth  was,  oft-times  a  Bribe  to  God,  or 
to  Chrift  for  Abfolution,  as  they  were  then 
taught,  from  Murders,  Adulteries,  and  other 
htinous  Crimes  ;  what  ihall  be  found  heretofore 
given  by  Kings  or  Princes  out  of  the  Publick, 
mayjuftly  by  the  Magiftrate  be  recalled  and  re- 
appropriated  to  the  Civil  Revenue :  What  by 
private  or  publick  Perfons  out  of  their  own,  the 
Price  of  Blood  orLuil,  or  to  fome  luch  Purgato- 
rious  or  Supcrllitious  Ufes,  not  only  may,  but 
ought  to  be  taken  off  from  Chrift,    as  a  foul 

'  Diflionour 
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DIHionour  l:\id  upon  Hi;Ti ;  or  not  impioiifly 
given,  nor  in  particular  to  any  one,  but  in  ge- 
neral to  the  Ciiurch's  Good,  niay  be  converted 
to  that  Ufe,  which  fhall  be  judg'd  more  direrfly 
to  that  general  End.  Thus  did  the  Princes  and 
Cities  of  Germany  in  the  firlt  Reformation  •,  and 
defended  toeirfo  doing  by  many  Reafons,  which 
are  fet  down  at  large  in  Sleidaa,  L  6.  Jnno 
1526,  and/.  II.  Jnno  1537,  ^"^  ^-  ^3-  ^^^^(^ 
1540.  But  that  the  Magillrate  either  out  of 
that  Church-Revenue  whicn  remains  yet  in  his 
Hand,  or  eftablifhing  any  other  Maintenance 
inftead  of  Tithe,  fhould  take  into  his  own  Pow- 
er the  Stipendiary  Maintenance  of  Church-Mini^- 
fters,  or  compel  it  by  Law,  can  fland  neither 
with  the  People's  Right,  nor  with  Chrijlian  Li- 
berty,  but  would  fufpend  the  Church  wholly  up- 
on the  State,  and  turn  her  Minilters  into  State- 
Pcnfioners. 

'  But  to  proceed  farther  in  the  Truth  yet  more 
freely  -,  feeing  the  Chriftian-Church  is  not  Nati- 
onal, but  confiding  of  many  particular  Congre- 
gations, fubjeft  to  many  Changes,  as  well  thro' 
Civil  Accidents  as  through  Schifm  and  various 
Opinions,  not  to  be  decided  by  any  outward 
Judge,  being  Matters  of  Confcience,  whereby 
thefe  pretended  Church-Revenues,  as  they  have 
been  ever,  fo  are  like  to  continue  endlcfs  Matter 
of  DilTention  both  between  the  Church  and  Ma- 
giftrate,  and  the  Churches  among  themfelves, 
there  will  be  found  no  better  Remedy  to  thefe 
Evils,  otherwife  incurable,  than  by  the  incor- 
rupteft  Counfel  of  thofe  PFaldenfeSy  our  firil  Re- 
formers, to  remove  them  as  a  Peft,  an  Apple  of 
Difcord  in  the  Church,  ('for  what  dih  cm  be. the. 
Effed  of  Riches,  and  the  Snare  of  Money*  iij 
Religion  ? )  and  to  convert  them  to  thofe  more 
profitabls  Ufes  above  exprelTcd,  or  other  fuch 
H3  ^as 
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«  as  lliall  be  judged  moil  necefiary  ;    confidenng 

<  that  the  Church  of  Chrift  was  founded  in  Po- 
'  verty  rather  than  in  Revenues,    flood    pureft, 

*  and  profpered  beft  without  them,  received  them 
'  unlawfully  from  them,    who  both  erroneoufly 

*  and  unjuflly,  fometimes  impioufly,  gave  them, 
'  and  fo  juftly  was  enfnared  and  corrupted  by 
'  them. 

'  And  left  it  be  thought  that  thefc  Revenues, 
«  withdrawn  and  better  employed,    the  Magiftrate 

*  ought  inftead  to  fettle  by  Statute  fome  Mainte- 

*  nance  of  Minifters,  let  this  be  confider'd  firjly 
'  That    it  concerns    every  Man's  Confcience  to 

<  what  Religion   he  contributes  ;  and  that  the  Ci- 

*  vil  Magiftrate  is  intrufted  with  Civil  Rights  on- 
'  ly,  not  with  Confcience,  which  can  have  no 
'  Deputy  or  Reprefenter  of  it  felf,  but  only  of 
•■  the  fame  Mind,  (in) 

'  Next 


(w)  This  Argument  o^ Milton  s  may  be  carried  farther,  thus. 
In  a  State  of  Nature,  none  had  a  Right  to  oblige  others  to 
the  Support  of  a  Religion  they  judg'd  was  difpleaiing  to  God  : 
And  none  upon  the  entring  into  Civil  Society,  or  Bodies  Po- 
litick, could  be  fuppos'd  to  be  willing  to  impowcr  the  Ma- 
gilirate  to  oblige  them  to  beftow  their  Labour,  or  give  any 
Part  of  their  Property  for  the  Maintenance  of  a  Religion  they 
thought  God  dilliked  ;  on  the  contrary,  their  entring  into 
Society  was  to  be  protected  from  this  as  well  as  any  other 
Impolition.    And, 

If  it  be  unlawful  for  private  Perfons  to  promote  a  Religion, 
by  doing  of  which  they  think  they  fhouM  offend  God  5  how? 
can  it  be  lawful  for  the  Magiftrate,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  compel  them  to  it. 

If  the  Magiftrate  has  no  Right  to  deprive  People  of  what 
they  gain  by  their  Labour  and  Induftry  for  not  being  of  his 
Reli,^ion,  we  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  how  he  comes  to  have 
a  lUj,ht  to  compel  them  to  do  this  for  the  Maintenance  of  his 
Religion. 

If 
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*  Nex%  That  what  each  Man  gives  to  the  MI- 
niiler,  he  gives  either  as  to  God,  of  as  to  his 
Teacher;  if  as  to  God,  no  Civil  Power  can 
juilly  confecrate  to  religious  Ules  any  Part  ci- 
ther of  Civil  Revenue,  which  is  the  People's, 
and  muft  fave  them  from  other  Taxes,  or  of  any 
Man's  Propriety,  but  God  by  fpecial  Command, 
as  he  did  by  Mofes,  or  the  Owner  himfelf  by 
voluntary  Intention,  and  the  Perfwafion  of  his 
giving  it  to  God ;  Forc'd  Confecrations  out  of 
another  Man's  Eftate,  are  no  better  than  forc'd 
Vows ;  hateful  to  God,  who  loves  a  cheerful 
Giver  ;  but  much  more  hateful,  wrung  out  of 
Men's  Purfes  to  maintain  a  difapproved  Mini- 
dry  againfb  their  Confcience  ;  however  unholy, 
infamous  and  dillionourable  to  his  Miniflers  and 
the  free  Gofpel,  maintained  in  fuch  unworthy 
Manner  as  by  Violence  and  Extortion :  If  he  give 
it  as  to  his  Teacher,  what  Juftice  or  Equity  com- 
pels him  to  pay  for  learning  that  Religion  which 
H  4  ' leaves 


If  the  Magiftrate  is  obliged  to  put  all  his  Subjefts  who  a- 
like  contribute  to  the  publick  Good  (and  hold  np  Opinions 
inconfiftent  with  it)  upon  an  equal  Foot,  how  can  he  force 
Part  of  his  Subjects  to  contribute  to  the  Support  of  a  Religi* 
on  they  cannot  in  Confcience  comply  with.  Surely,  they  that 
infill  upon  this,  do  not  do  as  they  would  be  done  unto. 

Biihop  HoAily  fays,  in  his  Anlwer  to  the  Reprefentation 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Lower-Houfe  of  Convocation,  p,  172. 
"  The  Magiflrate  (as  1  have  often  remarked)  can  reach  with 
**  aU  his  Power,  no  farther  than  outward  Praftice ;  And  the 
"  outward  Aftions  of  Men,  as  theyafFe£t  Humane  Society, 
*'  arc  the  Objects  of  his  Care  and  Concern*— ^ The  Ma* 
"  giftrate  is  not  by  Temporal  PuniQiments  or  Sanftions,  to 
**  determine  or  concern  himfelf  with  Any  Man's  Reli^on  as 
**  Religion,  bat  to  hinder  Any  Man's  Religion  or  Confcience 
"  from  being  hurtful  to  humane  Society,  by  punifhing  thofe 
"  outward  Praftices  which  may  proceed  from  his  Confcience, 
*•  for  ought  he  knows,  if  they  are  fuch  as  are  prejudicial  to 
^  thePa^//Vjt,  which  is  his  peculiar  Care,  ^p.  255. 
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<  leaves  freely  to  his  Choice  whether  he  will  learn 
'  it  or  no,  whether  of  this  Teacher  or  another, 
«  andefpecially  to  pay  for  what  he  never  learned, 

<  or  approves  not  •,  whereby,  befides  the  Wound 
'  of  his  Confcience,  he  becomes  the  lefs  able  to 
«  recompence  his  true  Teacher.  Thus  far  hath 
'  been  enquired  by  whom  Church-Minifters  ought 
'  to  be  maintained  •,  and  hath  been  prov'd  moft 
'  natural,  mofl  equal  and  agreeable  with  Scripture, 
^  to  be  by  them  who  receive  their  Teaching. 

'  It  remains  laftly  to  confider,  in  what  Man- 
«  ner  God  hath  ordained  that  Recompence  be  giv- 
'  en  to  Miniflers  of  the  Gofpel :  And  by  all  Scrip- 
'  ture  it  will  appear,  that  he  hath  given  it  to  them 
'  not  by  Civil  Law  and  Freehold,    as  they  claim, 

*  but  by  the  Benevolence  and  free  Gratitude  of 
'  fuch  as  receive  them  :  Lukex.  7,  8.   Eating  and 

*  drinking  fuch  l^hings  as  the^j  give  you.     If  they  re- 

*  ceive  you^  eat  fuch  things  as  are  fet  before  you. 
'  Mat.  X.  7,  8,  As  ye  go^  preach  faying-,  the  King- 
«  dom  of  God  is  at  Hand-,  &c.  Freely  ye  have  re- 
'  ceived  freely  give.  If  God  has  ordained  Mini- 
^  fters  to  preach  freely,  whether  they  receive  Re- 

<  compence  or  not,  then  certainly  he  hath  forbid 
'  both  them  to  compel  it,  and  others  to  compel  it  for 

*  them.  But  freely  given,  he  accounts  as  given  to 
'  himfelf.  Philip,  iv.  16,  17,  18.  Te fent  once  and 
«  again  to  my  Necejfity.     Not  becaufe  I  defire  a  Gift ; 

<  but  I  defire  Fruit  that  may  abound  to  your  Account. 
^  Having  received  c/Epaphroditus  the  'Things  which 

*  were  fent  from  you,  an  Odour  offweet  Smell,  a  Sa- 
'  crifce  acceptable,  well  pleafing  to  God.  Which 
'  cannot  be  from  Force  or  Unwillingrvefs.     The 

*  fame  is  faid  of  Alms,  Heb.  xiii.  16/  To  do  Good 
*•  and  to  commmiic  ate  forget  not,  for  with  fuch  Sdcri- 

*  fees  God  is  wellpleafed.     Whence  the  Primitive 

*  Church  thought  it  no  Shame  to  receive  all  their 

*  Maintenance  as   the  Alms   of  their  Auditors: 

'  WWch 
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Which  they   who  defend  Tithes,    as  if  it  made 
for  their  Caufe,   when  as  it  utterly  confutes  them, 
omit  not  to  fet  down  at  large  -,   proving  to  our 
Hands   out  of  Origen,  'Teriullian,  Cyprian,    and 
others,  that  the  Clergy  had  their  Portions  given 
them  in  Bafkers  ;  and  were  thence  called  Sportu- 
larii,  Bafket-Clerks :    That  their  Portion  was  a 
very  mean  Allowance,     only  for  a  bare  Liveli- 
hood ;   according  to  thofe  Precepts  of  our  Savi- 
our, Mat.  X.  7.  ^c,  the  reft  was  diftributed  to 
the  Poor.     They  cite  alfo  out  of  Pro/per^   the 
Difciple  of  St.  Juftin,  thatfuchof  the  Clergy 
as  had  Means  of  their  own,    might  not  without 
Sin  partake  of  Church-Maintenance,    not    re- 
ceiving thereby  Food  which   they  abound  with, 
but  feeding  on  the  Sins  of  other  Men  :  that  the 
Holy  Ghoft  faith  of  fuch  Clergy-men,  they  eat 
the  Sins  of  my  People :    And    that  a  Council  at 
Antiocby    in  the  Year   340,  fuffeted  not  either 
Prieft  or  Bifhop  to  live  on  Church-Maintenance 
without  Neceffity.     Thus  far  Tithers  themfelves 
have  contributed  to  their  own  Confutation,     by 
confefTmg  that  the  Church  lived  primitively  on 
Alms.     And   I  add,   that  about  the  Year  3  59, 
Conftantitis  the  Emperor  having  fummon'd  a  ge- 
neral  Council  of  Bifhops  to  Ariminum  in  Italy^ 
'  and  provided  for    their  Subfiftence  there,    the 
'  Britijh  and  French  Bilhops  judging  it  not  decent 
'  to  live  on  the  Publick,  chofe  rather  to  be  at  their 

•  own  Charges.     Three  only  out  of  Britain^  con- 

•  ftrain'd  through  Want,  yet  refufing  offer'd  Af- 

•  fiftance  from  the  reft,  accepted  the  Emperor's 
'  Provifion  ;  judging  it  more  convenient  to  fubfift 
'  by  publick  than  by  private  Suftenance.  Whence 
^  we  may  conclude,  that  Bijhops  then,  in  this 
^  Ifland,  had  their  Livelihood  only  from  Benevo- 
'  lence.    In  which  Regard    this  Relater  Sulpitlus 

*  Sci'^yusy 
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'  Sez'erusy  a  good  Author  oi'thefame  Time,  highly 
'  praiies  thcin. 

'  And  the  IValdenfes^  our  firfl  Reformers,  both 

*  from  the  Scripture  and   thefe  primitive  Exam- 

*  pies,  maintained   rhofe   among  them  who  bore 

*  the  Office  of  Minifters,   by  Ahnsonly.     Take 

*  the  very    Words  from  the  Hiftory    written  of 

*  them  in  French,  Part  3.  h  2.  c.  2.  La  Nourriteur 
'  et  ce  de  quoy  nous  Jommes  converts^  &c.    Our  Food 

*  and  Cloathing  is  fufjiciently  adminiftred  and  given  us 

*  hy  Way  of  Gratitude  and  Ahns^  by  the  good  People 
'  whom  we  teach.     If  then  by  Ahns  and  Benevo- 

*  lence,  not  by  Legal  Force,    not  by  Tenure 

*  of  Freehold  or  Copyhold:  For  Alms,  tho'jufl, 
'  cannot  be  compelled  ;    and  Benevolence  forced, 

*  is  Malevolence  rather,  violent  and  inconfiftent 
'  with  the  Gofpel ;  and  declares  him  no  true  Mi- 

*  nifter  thereof,  but  a  rapacious  Hireling  rather, 
'  who  by  Force  receiving  it,  eats  the  Bread  of  Vi- 
'  olence  and  Exadion,   no  holy  or  juft  Livelihood, 

*  no  not  civilly  counted  honeft,   much  lefs  befeem-f 

*  ing  fuch  Spiritual  Miniftry.     But, 

'  They  pretend  that  their  Education  either  at 
'  School  or  Univerfity,  hath  been  very  chargea- 
'  ble,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  repaired  in  future 

*  by  a  plentiful   Maintenance;    when  as  it  is  well 

*  known,  that  the    better  half  of  them,  are  oft- 

*  times  poor  and  pitiful  Boys  of  no  Merit,    or  pro- 

*  mifing  Hopes,  that  might  intitle  them  to  the 
'  publick  Provifion,    but  their  Poverty,  and  the 

*  unjuftFavour  of  Friends,  have  had  mod  of   their 

*  Breeding  both  at    School    and  Univerfity,    by 

*  Scholarfliips,    Exhibitions    and   Fellowfliips   at 

*  the  publick  Cod  ;    which  might  engage  them 

*  the  rather  to  give  freely,  as  they  have  freely  re- 
'  ceived. 

'  But  they  will  fay,  we  had  betaken  us  to  fome 

*  other  Trade  or  Profeflion,  had  we  notexped:ed 

'  to 
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to  find  a  better  Livelihood  by  the  Miniflry, 
This  is  that  which  I  looked  for,  to  difcover  them 
openly  neither  true  Lovers  of  Learning,  and  fo 
very  feldom  guilty  of  it,  nor  true  Minifters  of 
the  Gofpel.  So  long  ago  out  of  Date,  is  that 
old  true  Saying,  i  Tim.  iii.  i.  If  a  Man  defire 
a  BiJho;pricky  he  defires  a  good  Work :  For  now 
commonly  he  who  defires  to  be  a  Minifter, 
looks  not  at  the  Work  but  at  the  Wages ;  and 
by  that  Lure,  or  Low-belJ,  maybe  toll'd  from 
Parifli  to  Parifh,  all  the  Town  over.  But  what 
can  be  plainer  Simon'j.  than  thus  to  be  at  Charges 
beforehand,  to  no  other  End,  than  to  make 
their  Miniftry  doubly  or  trebly  Beneficial  ?  To 
whom  it  might  be  faid  as  juflly  as  that  to  Simony 
Thy  Money  perifh  with  thee^  becaufe  thou  haft 
thought  that  the  Gift  of  God  may  he  purchased  with 
Money :  Thotf  haft  neither  Part  nor  Lot  in  this 
Matter, 

'  Next,  it  is  a  fond  Error,  though  too  much 
believed  among  us,  to  think  that  the  Univerfity 
makes  a  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel  •,  what  it  may 
conduce  to  other  Arts  and  Sciences,  I  difpute 
not  now :  But  that  which  makes  fit  a  Minifter, 
the  Scripture  can  befl  inform  us  to  be  only  from 
above;  wnence  alfo  we  are  bid  to  feek  them, 
Matth'hi.'^^.  Pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the 
Harvefty  that  he  will  fend  forth  Labourers  into  his 
Harveft,  A6lsxx.  28.  The  Flock  over  which  the 
Holy  Ghoft  hath  made  you  Overfeers.  Rom.  x. 
1 5.  How  fhall  they  preach,  unlefs  they  he  fent  ? 
By  whom  fcnt  ?  By  the  Univerfity,  or  the  Ma- 
giUrate,  or  their  Belly  ?  No  furely  .•  But  fent 
'  from  God  only,  and  that  God,  who  is  not  their 
Beliy.  And  whether  he  be  fent  from  God,  or 
from  Simon  Magus^  the  inward  Senfeof  his  Cal- 
ling and  Spiritual  Ability  will  fufHciently  tell 
■  ,hfip  >    and  that  ilrong  Obligation  felt  within 

*  hiui. 
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*  him,  which  was  felt  by  the  Apoille,  will  often 
'  exprefs  from  him  the  faid  Words,   i  Cor.  ix.  16- 

*  Neceffity  is  laid  upon  w^,    yea^    Woe  is  me,  if  I 

*  freafih  not  the  Gofpel.  Not  a  beggarly  Neceflity, 
'  and  the  Woe  feared  otherwife  of  perpetual  Want, 

*  but  fuch  a    Neceflity  as  made    him  willing   to 

*  preach  the  Gofpel  Gratis.,  and  to  embrace  Po- 
'  verty,  rather  than  as  a  Woe  to  fear  it,  i  Cor. 
'  xir.  28.  God  hath  fet  fome  in  the  Church.,  jirft  Apo- 
'  files.,   &c.  Eph.  iv.  11.  &c.  He  gave  fome  Apojlles., 

■  •  &c.  For  the  perfecting  of  the  Saints,  for  the  PFork 

*  ef  the  Aliwftryy  for  the  edifying  of  the  Body  of 
'  Chrifi,   till  v:e  all  come  to  the  Unity  of  the  Faith, 

*  Whereby  we  may  know  that  as  He  made  them 
'  atthefirft,  fo  He  makes  them  flilJ,  and  to  the 
'  World's  End.     2  Cor,  iii.  6.   Who  hath  alfo  made 

*  us  jit  or  able  Minifters  of  the  New  'Teftament.  i 
'  Tim.  iv.  14.  The  Gift  that  is   in  thee,    which  was 

*  given  thee  by  Prophecy,  and  the  laying  on  ef  the 

*  Hands  of  the  Prejbytery.  Thefe  are  all  the  means 
^  which  we  read  of  required  in  Scripture  to  the 
'  making  of  a  Minifter  :  All  this  is  granted,    you 

*  will  fay :   But  yet  it  is  alfo  requifite  he  fliould  be 

*  trained  up  in  other  Learning,  which  can  be  no 
'  where  had  than  at  Univerfities. 

'  /  anfwer.  That  what  Learning,  either  hu- 
'  mane  or  divine,  can  be  neceflary  to  a  Minifter, 
'  may  as  eafily,  and  lefs  chargeable,  be  had  in  an) 

*  private  Houfe.     How  deficient  elfe,  and  to  how 

*  little  Purpofe,    are  all  thofe  Piles  of  Sermons, 

*  Notes  and  Comments  on  all  Parts  of  the  Bible, 

*  Bodies  and    Marrows    of   Divinity,    befides  all 

*  other  Sciences,  in  our  Englijh  Tongue  ;  many   of 

*  the  fame  Books  which  in  Latin  they  read  at  the 

*  Univcrfity  ?  And  the  fmall  Neceflity  of  going 
'  thither  to  learn  Divinity,  I  prove,  firft,  from 
'  the  mod  Part  of  them'feh  es,    who  feldonv^on- 

*  tinue  th^rc  till  they  have  got  through  Logick, 

'  their 
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*  their  firft  Rudiments;  though  to  fay  Truth,! 
'  Logick  alfo  may  much  better  be  wanting  in] 
'  Difputes  of  Divinity,  than  in  the  fubtle  Debates 

*  of  Lawyers  and  Siatefmen^  who  yet  feldom  or 
'  never  deal  with  Syllogifms. 

*  And  thofe   Theological    Difputations    there 

*  held  by  Profeflbrs  and  Graduates,  are  fuch  as 
'  tendleaflof  all  to  the  Edification,  or  Capacity 

'  of  the  People,  but  rather  perplex,    and  leaven  ' 

*  pure  Dodrine  with  Scholaftical  Trafh,  than  en- 
'  able  any  Minifter  to  the  better  Preaching  of 

*  the  Gofpel.     Whence    we  may  alfo    compute, 

'  fince  they  come  to  Reckonings,  the  Charges  of' 
'  his  licedf ul  Library  -,  which,   though  fome  fhame 

*  not  to  value  at  600  /.  may  be  competently  f  ur- 
'  nifhed  for  60 /.  If  any  Man,  for  his  own  Curio- 
'  fity  or  Delight,  be  in  Books  farther  expenfive, 
'  that  is  not  to  be  reckon'd  as  necefTary  to  his  Mi- 

*  nifterial,  either  Breeding  or  Fun61:ion. 

'  But  Papifts  and  other  Adverfaries,   cannot  be 

*  confuted  without  Fathers  and  Councils,  immenfe 

<  Volumes,  and  of  vaft  Charges.  I  will  fhew 
c  them  therefore  a  fhorter  and  better  Way  of  Con- 

<  futation.  Tit.  i.  9.  Holding  f aft  the  faithful  M^ordy 
<■  as  he  hath  been  taught^   that  he  may  he  able  by  found- 

«  Do^irine^  both  to  exhort  and  convince  Gainfayersr' 
i  Who  are  confuted  as  foon  as  heard,    bringing' 
t  that  which  is  either  not  in  Scripture,  or  againll  it. ' 
(  To  purfue  them  farther,    through  the  obfcure 

<  and  entangled  Wood  of  Antiquity^  Fathers  and 
c  Councils^   fighting  one  againll  another,  is  need- 

<  lefs,  endleis,  not  requifite  in  a  Minifter,  and 
J  refufed  by  the  firft  Reformers  of  our  Religion. 

*  Neither  fpeak  I  this  in  Contempt  of  Learn- 

*  ing,  or  the  Miniftry,  but  hating  the  common 
'  Cheats  of  both  ;    hating  that  they   who  have 

*  preached  out  Bilhops,    Prelates  and  Canonifts,^ 

*  Ihould,  in  what  ferves  their  own   Ends,  retain 

'their 
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*  their  falfe  Opinions,    their  Pharifaical  LeaveftV"   j 
*■  their  Avarice,  and  clofely  their  Ambition,    thei^i  | 

*  Pluralities,    their  Non-refidences,     their  odious 

*  Fees^  and  ufe  their  Legal  and  Popifh  Arguments 

*  for  Tithes  ;    that  Independents  fhould  take  that 

*  Name,  as  they  may  juftly,  from  the  true  Free- 
'  dom  of  Chriftian  Doctrine  and  Church  Difciplme; 

*  fubjed  to  no  fuperior  Judge,  but  God  only,  and 

*  feek  to  be  Dependents   on  the  Magiftrate  for  their 

*  Maintenance.    Which  two  Things,  Independency 

*  and  State-Hire  in  Religion,  can  never  confifl  long 
'  or  certainly  together.     For  Magiftrates  at  one 

*  Time  or  other,  not  like  thefe  at  prefent  (n)  our 

*  Patrons^of  Chriftian  Liberty,  will  pay  none  but 

*  fuch  whom,   by  their  Committees  of  Examinati- 

*  on,   they  find  conformable  to  their  Interefts  and 

*  Opinions  ;  and  Hirelings  will  loon  frame  them- 
*■  felves  to  that  Interefl,   and  thofe  Opinions,  which 

*  they  fee  belt  pleafing  to  their  Pay  mailers  •,  and 
'  to  feem  right  themfclves,   will  force  others  as  to 

*  the  Truth. 

*  But  moft  of  all,  they  are  to   be  revil'd  and 

*  fham*d,  who  cry  out  with  the  diftindl  Voice  of 

*  NotoriousHirelings,  That  if  ye  fettle  not  our  Main- 
<  tenance  by  Law^farewel  the  Gofpel ;  than  which  no- 
^  thing  can  be  utter'd  more  falfe,  more  ignominious, 

*  and,   I  may  fay,   more  blafphemous,  againft  our 

*  Saviour  ;  who  hath  promifed,   without  this  Con- 

*  dition,    both  his  Holy  Spirit^     and  His  own  Pre- 

*  fence  with  the  Church  to  the  World's  End,  Nothing 

*  more  falfe  (unlefs  with  their  own  Mouths  they 

*  condemn    themfelves    for  the  Unworthieft  and 

*  moft  mercenary  of  all  other  Miniftersj  by  the 

*  Experience  of  Three  Hundred  Years  after  Chrift, 

'and 


C«)  The  Parliament  of  the  Englifh  Common-Wealth  it  1659 
tovtbom  Milton  w«i;  Secretary /cr  fior^gn  Affairs. 
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<  and  the  Ch'jrches  at  "this  Day  in  France^    Au- 

*  ftria^     Polonia^    and   other  Places,    witneffing 

*  the  contrary,  under  an  adverfe  Magiflrate,    not 

*  a  favourable.*  Nothing  more  ignominious,  le- 
'  veiling,  or  rather  undervaluing,  Chriji  beneath 
*"  Mahomet, 

'  For,  if  it  mufl  be  thus,  how  can  any  Chrl- 

*  ftian  objedl  it  to  a  ^urk^  nat  his  Religion  fiands 

*  ^31  Force  onl'j  *,  and  not  juflly  fear  from  him  this 
'  Reply,  Tours  both  by  Force  and  Money  in  the  Judg- 
*"  ment  of  your  own  teachers.     This  is  that  which 

*  makes  Athcifts  in  the  Land,  whom  they  fo  much 

*  complain  of:  Not  the  Want  of  Maintenance,  or 

*  Preachers,  as  they  alledge,   but  the  many  Hire- 

*  lings  and  Cheaters  that  have  the  Gofpel  in  their 
'  Hands  ;  Hands  that  flill  crave  and  are  never  fa- 

*  tisfied.  Likely  Miniflers  indeed,  to  proclaim 
^  the  Faith,  or  to  exhort  our  Trufl  in  God,  when 

*  they  themfelves  will  not  trufl  Him  to  provide 
*-  for  them,    in  the  MefTage  whereon,    they  fay, 

*  Hefentthem,  but  threaten  for  Want  of  Tempo- 

*  ral  Means  10  defert  it   ;    calling   that  Want  of 

*  Means,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  Want  of 

*  their  own  Faith  v    and  would  force  us  to  pay 

*  the  Hire  of  building  our  Faith  to  their  covetous 
'  Incredulity. 

'  Doubtless,    if ,  God  only  be  He,  who  gives 

*  Miniflers  to  His  Church  till  the  JVorld's  End  ;    and 

*  through  the  whole  Gofpel,  never  fent  us  for  Mi- 

*  niflers  to  the  Schools  of  Philofophy,  but  rather 

*  bids  us  Beware  of  fuch  vain  Deceit^     CoJ.  ii.  8. 

*  (which  the  Primitive  Church,  after  two  or  three 

*  Ages,  not  remembring,  brought  herfelf  quickly' 

*  to  Confufion.)     If  all  the  Faithful  be  nov/  Jn  Ho- 

*  ly  anda  Royal  Priefthood^  i  Pet.  ii.  5,  9.  not  ex- 
«  eluded  from  the  Difpenfation  of  Things  Holieil, 
$  after  free  Eledlion  of  the  Chiu-ch,  and  Impofition 

*  of  Hands,  there  will  not  want  Miniiters  elected 

'  out 
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'  out  of  all  Sorts  and  Orders  of  Men^  for  the  Qdt^ 
*-  pel  makes  no  Difference  from  the  Magiftrate  him-- 

*  felf  to  the  meaneft  Artificer^   if  God  evidently  fa- 

*  vour  him  with  Spiritual  Gifts,   as  he  can  eafily, 

*  and  oft  has    done,     while  thofe  Batchelor  Di- 

*  vines,  and  Dodors  of  the  Tippet,  have   been 

*  pafTcd  by. 

'  Heretofore,  in  the  firft  Evangelical  Times 

*  (and  it  were  happy  for  Chriflendom  if  it  were  ^o 

*  again)  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  were  by  nothing 

*  elfe  diftinguifhed  from  orher  Chriftians,  but  by 

*  their  Spiritual  Knowledge,   and  Sandity  of  Life, 

*  for   which   the  Church  eledfed  them  to  be  her 

*  Teachers  and  Overfeers,  though  not  thereby  to 

*  feparate  them  from  whatever  Calling  fhe  then 

*  found  them  following  befides,     as  the    Exam- 

*  pie  of  St.  Paid  declares,    and  the  firft  Times  of 

*  Chriftianity. 

'  When  once  they  affe6led  to  be  called  a  Cler- 

*  gy,  and  became  as  it  were  a  peculiar  'Tribe  of  Le- 

*  vites,  a  Party,  a  diflin6l  Order   in  the  Common- 

*  Wealth.,   bred  up  for  Divines  in  Babling-Schools, 

*  and  fed  at  the  Publick  Coft,   good  for  nothing 

*  elfe  but  what  was  good  for  nothing,  they  foon 

*  grew  idle  •,  that  Idlenefs,  with  Fulnefs  of  Bread, 

*  begat  Pride,  and  perpetual  Contention  with  their 

*  Feeders,   the  defpifed  Laity,  through  all  Ages 

*  ever  fince,  to  the  perverting   of  Religion,  and 

*  the  Diflurbance  of  all  Chriflendom. 

*  And  we  may  confidently  conclude,  it  never 

*  will    be  otherwife,    while  they  are  thus  upheld 

*  undependiug  on  the  Church,  on  which  alone  they 

*  anciently  depended  •,  and  are  by  the  Magiftratc 

*  publickly  maintained,    a  numerous  Fadion    of 

*  indigent  Perfons,   crept  for  the  moft  Part  out 
*■  of  extreme  Want  and  bad  Nurture,  claiming  by 

*  Divine  Right  and   Freehold.,     the  Tenth  of  our 

*  Eflates,.  to  monopolize    the  Miniftry   as   their 

'  Peculiar  J 
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Peculiar^    which  is  Free  and  Open  to  all  able 
Chriitians,  ele6led  by  any  Church, 
'  Under  this  Pretence,    exempt  from  all  other 
Employrrient,  and  enriching  themfelves  on  the 
Publick,  they  laft  of  all  prove  common  Incen- 
diaries, and  exalt  their  Horns  againft  the  Ma- 
giftrate  himfeif  that  maintains  them,  as  the  Prieft 
of  Rome  did  foon  after,    againft  his  Benefador 
the  Emperor  ;  and  the  Prelbyters  of  late  in  Scot" 
land.     Of  which  Hireling  Crew^  together  with 
all  the  Mifchicfs,   DifTentions,  Troubles,  Wars, 
meerly  of  their  kindling,  Chriftendom  might  foon 
rid  her  felf  and    be  happy,  if  Chiftians  would 
but  know  their  own  Dignity^   their  Liberty^    their 
Adoption^    and  let  it  not  be  wonder'd,  if  I  fay 
their  Spiritual  Prieflhood,    whereby  they   have 
all  equally  Accefs  to  any  Minilferial  Fun6lion, 
whenever  called  by  their  own  Abilities  and  the 
Church,    though  they    never  came  near  Com- 
mencement or  Univerfity. 
'  But  while  Froteftants^  to  avoid  the  due  La- 
bour of  tJnderftanding  their  Religion,    are  con- 
tent to  lodge  it  in  the  Breaft^  or  rather  iii  the 
Books  of  a  Clergy-man,  and  to  take  it   thence 
by  Scraps  and  Mammocks,  as  he  difpenfes  it, 
in  his  Sunday's  Dole,  they  will  be  always  learn- 
ing and  never  knowing  \    always   Infants,    al- 
ways either  his   VafTals,    as  Lay-Priefls  are  to 
their  Priefts,  or  at  odds  with  him^    as  Reformed 
Principles  give  them  fome  Light  to  be  not  whol- 
ly conformable,  whence  infinite  Difturbances  in 
the  State,  as  they  do,  muft  needs  follow. 
*  Thus  much  I  had  to  fay  i  and  I  fuppofe,  what 
may  be  enough  to  them  who  are  not  avariciouHy 
bent  othetwife,   touching  T^he  likelieft  Means  to 
remove  Hirelings  out  of  the  Church  •,  than  which 
nothing  can  more  conduce  to  Truths  to  Peace., 
and  all  Happinefs  both  in  Church  and  State. 

X  If 
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«  If  I  be  not  heard  nor  believed,  the  Event  will 
'  bear  me  Witnefs  to  have  fpoken  Truth ;  And  I 
'  in  the  mean  while  have  born  my  Witnefs,  not  out 
'  of  Seafon,  to  the  Church  and  to  my  Country.'* 

These,  Reader,  are  the  Sentiments  of  this 
Learned  Writer,  concerning  Tilbes  and  Hireling 
Minifiers,  to  which  we  fhall  add  his  Defcription  of 
Chrili's  true  Difciples  and  Followers  ;  and  the 
Ufige  they  have  met  with  in  the  World  through 
all  Ages  of  the  Church,  to  this  Day  ;  taken  out 
of  that  excellent  Poem  Of  Paradife  Loft. 

After  the  Angel  had  told  Adain,  how  the 
McfTiah  and  Reftorer  of  Loft  Man,  to  be  born  of 
his  Seed,  fnould  be  put  to  Death,  and  rife  again 
from  the  Dead,  and  afcend  into  Heaven  -,  the 
Poet  makes  Adam  to  enquire  thus  of  the  Angel. 

'  But  Ja^^  if  our 'Deliverer  up  to  Heaven 

*  Muft  reafcendy  what  will  betide  the  Few 

'  His  Faithful,  left  among  th*  unfaithful  Herd, 
'  The  Enemies  of 'Truth  \  who  then  fhall  guide 
'  His  People,  who  defend?  Will  the'j  not  deal 
'  JVorfe  with  his  Followers,  than  with  him  they  dealt  ? 

'  Befure  they  will,  faidth*  Angel,  hut  from  Heav*n 
*•  He  to  his  own  a  Comforter  will  fend, 
'  The  Promife  of  the  Father,  who  fhall  dwell 

*  His  Spirit  within  them  ;  and  the  Law  of  Faith 

*  JVorking  thro""  Love,  upon  their  Hearts  fhall  wnV^, 
*-  To  gidde  them  in  all  Truth,  and  alfo  arm 

*-  With  Spiritual  Armour  \   able  to  refift 

*  Satan's  Affaults,  and  quench  his  fiery  Darts, 
'  What  Men  can  do  againft  them,   not  afraid, 

*  Thd*  to  the  Death,  againft  fuch  Cruelties 
'  With  inward  Confolations  recompencW, 

*  And  oft  fiipported  fo  asJJoall  amazs 

*  Their 
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Their  prou deft  Perfecutor 5  :  For  the  Spirit 

Pour^dfirft  on  his  Apoftles^  whom  he  fends 

ST'  evangelize  the  Nations^  then  on  all 

Baptiz'd,  /hall  then  with  wondrous  Gifts  endue 

To  fpeak  all  Tongues^  and  do  all  Miracles^ 

As  did  their  Lord  before  them.     Thus  the'j  win 

Great  Numbers  of  each  Nation  to  receive 

fVith  joy  the  tidings  brought  from  Heaven :  at  length 

Their  Miniftry perform^ d^  and  Race  well  run^ 

Their  Do^rine  and  their  Story  written  left. 

They  die  •,,  but  in  their  Room,  as  they  forewarn^ 

WolvtsJhallfucceedforTesLchGTs^grievousWolvc^^^: 

TVho  all  the  facred  Myihries  of  Heaven 

To  their  own  vile  Advantages  fh all  turn 

Of(o)  Lucre  and  Ambition,  and  the  Truth 

With  Superftitions  and  Traditions  taint. 

Left  only  inthofe  Written  Records ^z^/^^, 

Tho^  not  but  by  the  Spirit  underftood. 

Then  fhall  theyfeem  f  avail  themfelves  ofName^ 

Places  and  Titles,  and  with  thefe  to  pin 

Secular  Pow^r,  tho*  feigningflUl  to  a£i 

By  fpiritualy  to  themfelves  appropriating 

1 2  ^  ns 


(o)  The  f moils  Quefnelle/rf/j,  tbut  Avarice,   dni  the  love  of 
1/ioney  has  always  psrfecuted.  Refits  Cbrift ;   The  Avatice  of  tbs 
^ewjjh  Priejis  during  his  Life-Time ;  The  Avarice  of  an  Apojklt 
at  his  Death ;  The  Avarice  of  the  Soldiers  after  his  /(ejurreclion^ 
and  the  Avarice  of  bad  Clergy-men  to  the  very  End  of  the  iVotld, 
The  mo  ft  Ancient  dnd  meji  Cruel  Perfecutor  of  the  Church 
is  Money  in  corrupt  Clergy-men  and  in  the  Soldiers,    See  his  J^e- 
^fiffowsowMat.  xxviii.  i<.   in  the  NewTeftament  ivitb  Morai 
J^fleBlons,  which  voas  condemned  and  prohibited  hj  theConftitu- 
tion  or  Bull  Unigenitus  of  Pope  Clement  xi. 
.  L*avarice  &  Tamonr  des  faux  Biens  a  tonjoufs  perfecat^ 
Jefus  Chrilt,    L'avarice  des  Pretres  Juifs,   durant  fa  Vie  j 
celle  d*un  Apotre  en  fa  Mort;  celle  des  Soldats,  apres  fa  Re» 
furreftion;  celle  des  mauvais  EcciefiaftJquesjufque  a  la  Fm 
<lu  Wonde>— — Le  pln^ancientSc  Ic  plus  cruel  PerfecGteuf 
de  rEglife,  c'eft  TArgent  Uans  Eccfciiafti^ues  corromptis  ^ 
^aM  les  Gens  de  OucrWo 
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*  ^e  Spirit  of  God,  promised  alike  andgi'd*H 
'  51?  all  Believers  ;  and  from  that  Pretence 

'  Spiritual  Laws  by  Carnal  Pow*r  fh  all  force 
'  On  ev^ry  Conjcience :  Laws  which  none  fh  all  find 

*  Left  them  Enroled,  or  what  the  Spirit  within 

*  Shall  on  the  Heart  engrave.     What  will  they  then 

*  But  force  the  Spirit  of  Grace  it  felf  and  bind 

*  His  Confort  Liberty  ;  what,  but  unbuild 

*  His  living  Temples,  built  by  Faith  to  ft  and, 

*  Their  own  Faith  not  another'* s  ;  for  on  Earth 

*  JVho  againft  Faith  and  Confcience  can  be  heard 

*  Infallible  ?  Tet  many  will prefu77ie : 

*  Whence  heavy  Perfecutionsfhall  arife 

*  On  all  who  in  the  Worfhip  perfevere 

*  Of  Spirit  and  Truth ;  the  Reft,  far  greater  Part, 

*  Will  deem  in  Outward  Rites  ^«Jfpecious  Forms 

*  Religion  fatisffd  *,  Truth fball  retire 

*  Beftuck  withfland*rous  Darts,  and  Works  of  Faith 

*  Rarely  he  found :  So  fhall  the  World  go  on, 

*  To  Good  malignant,  to  bad  Men  benign, 

*  Under  her  own  Weight  groaning  till  the  Day 

*  Appear  of  liefpiration  to  the  Juft^ 
«  And  Vengeance  to  the  Wicked.*   ■■ 

But  now  to  fpeak  a  little  more  of  the  Author  of 
the  Great  Cafe  of  Tithes :  In  the  Year  1 652,  when 
he  was  a  Juflice  of  the  Peace  in  Weftmorland,  it 
pleafed  God  to  raife  up,  and  fend  forth  as  Miniflers 
of  the  Everlafting  Truth  and  Gofpel  of  Chrift  Je- 
fus,  feveral  of  the  defpifed  People  call'd  in  Scorn 
fakers :  And  two  of  them  being  brought  before 
him  and  others,  when  fitting  on  the  Bench,  at  the 
AJ/izes  held  at  Appleby  ;  in  the  Examination,  a- 
mongft  other  Queftions,  he  pu,ts  this  to  one  of 
them. 

Why  doft  thou  fpeak  againft  TITHES  which  are 
qllowed  by  the  States  ? 
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'  I  meddle  not  (Taid  th0  ^laker)  with  the  States  ; 
I  fpeak  againft  them  that  are  Hirelings,  as  they 
are  Hirelings  *,  thofc  that  were  fent  of  Chrijl,  never 
took  Tithes,  nor  ever  fued  any  for  Wages. 

Juftice  Fearfon  reply'd,  Dojl  thou  think  we  arefo 
heggarly  as  the  Heathens,  that  we  cannot  afford  our 
Minijlers  Maintenance  ?  We  give  it  them  freely. 

They  are  ('faid  the  Quaker)  the  Minilters  of 
Chrift,  who  abide  in  the  Dodrine  of  Chrift. 

Juftice  Fearfon  reply 'd.  But  who  Jhall  judge  ?  How 
Jhall  we  know  them  ? 

By  their  Fruits  (faid  the  ^aker)  you  fhall  know 
them  *,  they  that  abide  not  in  the  DoArine  of  Chrift, 
make  it  appear  they  are  not  the-  Minifters  of 
Chrift. 

Juftice  Fearfon  reply'd.  That  is  true. 

At  this  very  Trial,  we  are  well  informed,  our 
Author  was  convinc*d  of  the  Principles  which  the 
fakers  profefs'd,  and  foon  after  became  an  Ad- 
vocate for  them  ;  fo  powerful  was  the  Truth  in 
thofe  Days,  in  the  Mouths  of  illiterate  Men  ;  Men, 
who  having  experienced  the  purifying  Virtue  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  were  made  willing,  nay,  were 
conftrain'd  by  the  Efficacy  and  FirtueofiU  to  go 
forth  into  the  World,  and  proclaim  the  Power  of 
God  nigh  in  the  Heart,  for  the  cleanfing  of  Sin- 
nets,  if  they  would  but  turn  their  Minds  unto  it. 

This  Power,  this  Spirit  of  God,  they  having 
found  to  be  near,  and  in  them,  their  Meflage  was 
to  direft  the  Minds  of  People,  to  Chrijt  in  them- 
felves.  The  true  Light  which  ligbteth  every  Man  that 
cometh  into  the  Worlds  John  i.  9.  To  this  they  re- 
commended all  People,  to  have  Regard,  as  to 
their  true  and  only  Teacher,  San^ifier  and  Rc'- 
de^mer. 


An  Appendix/^ 

But,  to  give  it  in  the  Words  of  (p)  One  of  the 
Fitft  of  thofe  People,  '  Now,  fays  he,  when  the 
?  LordGocl,   and  his  Son  JefusCh rift,   did  fend  me 

*  forth  into  the  World,  to  preach  his  everlafting 
'  Gofpel  and  Kingdom,  /  was  glad,  that  I  was 
•'  commanded  to  turn  People  to  that  inward  Light, 
'  Spirit  and  Grace,  by  which  all  might  know  their 

*  Salvation,  and  their  Way   to  God  •,  even   that 

*  Divine  Spirit,  which  would  lead  them  into  all 
f  Truth,  and  which  I  infallibly  knew,  would  ne- 

*  ver  deceive  any. 

'  But  with  and  by  this  Divine  Power  and  Spi- 

*  rit  of  God,  and  the  Light  of  Jefus,  I  was  to 
f  bring  People  off  from  all  their  own  Ways,  to 
^  Chrift  the  new  and  living  Way  ;    and  from  their 

*  Churches  fwhich  Men  had  made  and  gathered; 

*  to  the  Church  in  God,  the  General  Afifembly 
^  written  in  Heaven,  which  Chrift  is  the  Head  of  ; 
f  and  off  from  the  World's  Teachers  made  by  Men, 

*  to  learn  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  Way,  the  Truth, 

*  and  the  Life,  of  whom  the  Father  faid,    This  is 

*  my  beloved  Son,  hear  him  •,  and  o it  from  all  the 
'  World's  Worfhips,  to  know  the  Spirit  of  Truth 

*  in  the  inward  Parts,  and  to  be  led  thereby  ;   that 

*  in  it  they  might  worfliip  the  Father  of  Spirits, 
f  \vho  feeks  fuch  to  worlhip  him  :  Which  Spirit 

*  they   that  worfhipped  not   in,    knew  not  what 

*  they  worfhipp'd. 

*  A!*D,  I  was  to  bring  People  off  i^omjewijh 

*  Ceremonies,  and  from  Heathenijh  Fables,  and 
t  from  Men^s  Inventions  and  windy  Do5irines,  by 

*  which  they  blowed.the  People  about,  this  Way 

*  and  the  other  Way,  from  Sedl  to  Sed: ;  and  all 
f  their  beggarly  Rudiments,  with  their  Schools  and 
I  ColledgeSy  for  making  Mimfiers   of  Chrift,  who 

'  arc 


(p;  Sis  George  Fox's  Joiunal. 
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*  are  indeed  Minifters  of  their  own  making,  but 

*  not  of  Chrift's.     And  all  their  Images  and  CrojJcSy 

*  zndfprinkling  Infants^  with  all  their  Holy-Days 

*  (focairdj   and   all  their  vain  Traditions^  which 

*  they  had  gotten  up  fince  the  Apoftle's    Days, 

*  which  the  Lord's  Power  was  again  ft  ;  and  in  rlie 

*  Dread  and  Authority  thereof  was  I  moved  to  de- 

*  clare  againft  them  all  ;  and  againft  all  thatpreach- 

*  ed,  and  not  freely  i  as  being  fuch,    as  had  not 

*  received  freely  from  Chrifl.' 

Here  we  fee,  t\{\s  Mejfenger^  whom  the  Lord 
hadfrfi  fitted  and  prepared  by  His  Wifdom,  Pow- 
er and  Spirit  (by  whofe  Minijlry  Thoufmds  were 
turn'd  to  Chrift  in  thcmfelves,  and  the  true  Wor- 
fliip  of  the  Father  in  Spirit  and  Truthj  was  glad 
that  he  was  fent  by  God  to  preach  His  everlailing 
Gofpel  and  Kingdom  ;  and  a  Necefilty  was  laid 
upon  him,  as  on  the  Apoftle  of  old,  ftich  a  Necef- 
ftty  (to  ufe  Milton^ 5  Words  (q)  )  as  made  him  willing 
to  preach  the  Gofpel  Gratis;  afirong  Obligation  felt 
within  him,  which  was  felt  by  the  Apoftle  ;  and  let 
any  one  judge,  whether  this  was  not  a  better  Com- 
miflion  and  Autherity  than  the  Ordination  of  any 
Bifliop,  or  even  of  the  Pope  himfelf. 

Now  as  thefe  Meffengers  and  Minifters  of  Chrill, 
had  receiv'd  their  CommifTion  to  preach,  from  the 
Love  of  God  firft  wrought  in  their  Heart,  fo  by 
the  fame  Love  were  they  conflrain*d  to  call  to,  and 
invite  others  to  come  and  partake  with  them,  of  the 
Love  of  God  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  which  they  had  ex- 
perienced :  And  at  the  fame  Time  to  declare  a- 
.gainft  all  Hireling  Minijlers. 

In  this  Manner  does,  that  Meffenger,  by  whom 
our  Author  was  convinced,  invite  and  call  to  Peo- 
ple ;  «  You  poor  fcattered  Sheep,    who  have  been 

I  4  '  fcattered 
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'  fcattsred  by  thefe  Fllrelings,  come  out  of    the 

*  World,  and  Worldly  Cares  and  Pleafures,  and 

*  return  to  the  Lord  in  Spirit,  He  is  within  you, 
'  and  there,  if  you  wait  in   Spirit,  you  fhall  hear 

*  Him  fpeak  to  your  Spirits,  to  the  directing  your 

*  Minds  out  of  all  the  Works  of  Darknefs  and  Sin, 
'  up  to   God  where  no  Sin  is,  nor  unclean  Thing; 

*  can  come.     He  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  World, 

*  nor  formal  Worfhips,  nor  in  humane  Wildoni 
'  and  Learning  ;  but  He  is  only  to  be  found  as  He 
'  reveals  Himfelf  freely,    to  thofe  who  patiently 

*  wait  for  Him  in  Spirit. 

'  Dear  People^  To  you  that  love  the  IvOrd  above 

*  all  earthly  Things,  and  yet  have  not  your  Minds 
^  diredted  where  to  wait  for  Him,  to  you  I  fpeak, 

*  to  your  Souls,  that  lie  in  Death  till  they  hear  the 
*■  Voice  of  the  Son  of  God  :  He  is  ?iear  you,  who  is 

*  the  Way   to  the  Father :    Look  not  out.  He  is 

*  within  you :  That  which  I  know  declare  I  unto 
^  you,  ^nd  the  Way  I  knov/,  where  I  have  found 
'  my  Beloved,  my  Saviour,  my  Redeemer,    my 

*  Hufband,  my  Maker,  who  hath  fet  me  above 

*  all  the  World,  my  Sins,  my  Fears,  my  Sorrows, 
'  m.y  Tears,  into  His  Love,     to  live  with  Him 

*  in  Spirit  for  ever  •,  but  dying  daily  to  all  vifible 
^  Things  :  Praifes,  Fraifesto  my  Father  for  ever. 

*  The  Night  is  far  fpent,  the  Day  is  at  hand; 

*  come  out  of  Darknefs  all  that  love  the  Lord,  into 

*  His  marvellous  Light,  where  you  fhall  fee  whac 

*  you  have  been,  and  what  you  are  redeemed  from, 

*  that  you  may  live  and  praife  the  Lord  -,  for  it  is 

*  the  Living  that  praife  the  Lord,  and  not  the 
'  Dead  ;  Arife,  come  out  of  Death,  come  away^ 
^  and  let  us  rejoice  together  in  His  Love,  in  the 
'  Life  of  our  King,  even  fo.  Amen.' 

These  MefTengers  who  went  forth  thus,  in  the 
-Love  of  God,  to  win  SquIs  unto  Chrift,  were  no 
Ways  concern'd  before   hand,    how  they  Ihould 

have 
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have  a  Maintenance,  but  loving  Chrift  above  all, 
they  left  what  was  near  and  dear  to  them  in  this 
World,  and  follow'd  the  Movings  of  His  Holy 
Spirit,  as  did  the  Apoftles  of  old  :  And  when 
ibme,  in  Behalf  of  the  Minifters  of  thofe  Times, 
petition'd  Oliver  Cromwel  and  the  Parliament,  to 
fettle  a  Maintenance  upon  them,     '  Left  ('as  they 

*  fay  in  their  Petition^  the  Want  of  fufticient  Main- 

*  tenance  Jhould  lay  them  open  to  the  Contempt  of  their 
'  Perfons  and  Do^rine,  and  put  them  upon  a  Temp- 
'  tation  to  hang  upon  the  Favour  of  their  Carnal  Pco- 
'  pie,  in  a  Man-pleaftng  JVay,    cr  he  forced   off  of 

*  their  Gofpel  Employment,  to  attend  on  Food  and  Rat- 
'  ?nent :  And  laftly,  left  their  poor  Widows  and  Fa- 
^  therlefs  he  driven  to  Extremities  when  they  are  dead, 

*  they  heing  ahle  to  lay  up  nothing  for  them,  while  they 

*  lived* 

This  Petition  of  the  Minifters,  was  anfwered  by 
one  caird  a  ^aker,  in  a  Paper  addrefs'd  to  Oliver 
Cromwel  and  thofe   in    Authority.     '  It  being  a 

*  Matter  of  the  greateft  Concernment  to  every 
'  Man's  Confcience  that  loves  Chrift,  not  to  up- 
^  hold  any  Miniftry,  under  any  Pretence  whatfo- 
'  ever,    which  is  not  fent   by   Chrift ;  Therefore 

*  rake  Heed,  as  you  tender  a  pure  Confcience,  to 
^  give  Liberty  herein,  that  there  be  no  forcing  to 

*  uphold  any  one  Soul  that  fay  they  are  Minifters  ; 

*  but  that  every  one  herein  make  Proof  of  his  Mi- 

*  niftry,  and  fo  fhall  every  Man's  Reward  be  as  his 

*  Work.  And  you  Magift rates  fhall  not  need  to 
^  meddle  in  this  Thing,  feeing  God  never  required 

*  it  at  your  Hands,  to  force  a  Maintenance,  nei- 

*  ther  under  Law  nor  Gofpel. 

*  But  if  it  be  faid,  this  is  the  only  Way  to  root 
^  out  the  Minifters  of  Chrift.  /  anfwer.  It's  the 
'  only  Way  to  manifeft  the  Minifters  o^  Oxn'^, 
'  from  the  Minifters  of  Antichrift,  and  it  will  root 

*  oitt  none  but  fuch  whofe  Care  is  iirft  for  their 

'Bellies, 
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*  Bellies,  who  mind  earthly   Things,    whofe  Mi- 

*  niftry  ftands  and  falls  by   carnal  Things,    who 

*  would  be  fure  of  Wages  before  they  do  their 
'  Work  ;  yea,   many  of  them  have  taken  Wages 

*  thefe  forty  or  fifty  Years,  but  yet  no  Work 
'  done,  nor  any  brought  out  of  Sin  ;  and  thefe  cry 

*  the  Workman  is  worthy  of  his  Wages,    and  call 

*  for  Wages  from  fuch,    for  whom  they  do  no 

*  Work  ;  but  thefe  are  none  of  Chrifl*s  Workmen, 

*  who  feek  for  their  Wages  from  the  World,    for 

*  His  He  fends  freely  into  the  World,  who  never 

*  afl^'d  any  Thing  of  the  World  ;  but  firfl  plant- 

*  ed  a  Vineyard,    then  eat  the  Fruit  of  it ;    firfl 

*  fowed  in  Hope,  and  then  were  Partakers  of  their 

*  Hope  ;  and  where  they  had  fown  Spirituals,  and 

*  the  Seed  came  up,  there  they  reaped  Carnals,  and 
'  fo  lived  of  the  Gofpel,  and  not  of  the  World. 

'  And  I  demand  of  anyone  who  owns  the  Scrip- 
<  tures,  to  ipvovG  3.  forced  A^ahjiertance  either  under 
«  the  Law  or  Gofpel,  but  they  v/ere  freely  to 
-*  bring  it.  But  who  art  thou  thatfayeft  the  Times 

*  are  not  fo  now  ?  Thee  I  deny,  and  thy  Mimflryy 

*  which  follows  the  Times,  and  not  Chrifl,    nor 

*  the  Saints  Pra6lice  in  Scripture  ;  flop  thy  Mouth 

*  for  ever  being  counted  a  Minifter  of  Chrifh,  who 
«  art  not  content  with  His  Allowance,  as  His  ha\^ 
'  always  been,  for  God  is  not  changed,  nor  Flis 
'  Worfhip,  nor  Worfhippers.  But  if  you  fay,  this 

*  will  foon  bring  the  Minifters  to  be  poor,    I  fay, 

*  you  know  not  God,  nor  His  Care  for  His,  who 
'  fo  argue  •,  for  never  was  the  Righteous,  nor  that 
'  Seed,  begging  Bread.     Againfl  that  defponding 

*  Mind  do  I  bear  Witnefs,  who  was  fent  out  with- 
'  out  Bag  or  Scrip,  or  Money,  into  the  mofl 
'  brutifli  Farts  of  the  Nation,  where  none  knew 
«  me,  yet  wanted  I  nothing  In  Prifons,  in  Beat- 
f-  ings, '  in  Stonings,  in  Mocking,  my  Joy  I  would 

'  not 
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^  not  change  for  all  the  Parfonages  in  the  World, 

*  nor  fliall  any  Hireling  partake  of  it. 

*  And  you  that  would  have  others  forced  to 
'  maintain  your  Teachers,  but  would  not  be  forced 
'  to  maintain  others  who  differ  in  Judgment,   tho* 

*  nearer  the  Scripture  than  yours,  how  do  you  ful- 
'  111  the  Law  of  Chrift,  in  doing  as  you  would  be 

*  done  by  ?  What  is  this  but  to  Lord  it  over   the 

*  Confcience  of  your  Brethren  ? ' 

Wren  this  Evangelical  Doftrine began  to  fpread 
in  this  Nation,  it  fo  alarm'd  the  Hireling  Miniflers 
of  all  Denominations,  that  they  rofe  up  as  one 
Man  againft  the  Publifhers  of  it,  and  endeavour'd 
to  perfwade  the  People,  that  they  were  Deniers  of 
Chrift  and  His  Ordinances,  and  that  they  under- 
valu'd  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and  fome  who  were 
caird  Independent  Teachers ^  (fuch  as  Milton  fays, 
fought  to  be  Dependent  on  the  Magiflrate  for  their 
Maintenance)  apply 'd  themfelves  to  the  Rulers^  and 
faid,  '  //  IS  our  Deftre^  that  Countenance  he  net  giv- 
'  en  unto,  nor  Trufl  repofed  in  the  Hand  of  Qudikers^ 

*  being  Perfons  of  fuch  Principles  that  are  deflru^ive 
*■  to  the  Gofpel,  and  inconfifient  with  Peace  and  Civil 

*  Society.*  But  this  Requeft  of  the  Independent 
Teachers,  met  with  the  following  Animadverfion 
from  one  call'd  a  ^iaker  ;     '  As  for  your  Defire 

*  that  we  Hiould  not   have  the  Countenance  of 

*  Men,  we  fay,  the  Light  of  God's  Countenance 

*  is  much  better,    and  we  cannot  look  for  both 

*  while  Men  take  your  Counfel  ;  and  our  Truft 
^  is  in  God,  in  whofe  Hand  we  are,    and  not  in 

*  our  own,  and  from  Men  we  may  not  feek  Re- 
f  pofe  :  Better  it  is  (for  the  prefent)  to  fuffer  with 

*  Chrift,  than  to  reign  in  your  Kingdom,  or  be 

*  honour*d  with  your  Glory.  So  in  Patience  ftands 
«  our  Peace  with  God,  even  whilft  our  Names  are 

*  caft  out  as  evil  with  Men.  But  for  your  Accu- 
l  fation  of  our  Perfons  and  Principles,     to    be 

'  deftrudivc 
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<  deftruclive  to  the  Gofpel  and  Civil  Society,  take 

*  that  back  again  to  your  felves ;  our  Perfons  we 

*  boafl  not  in,  but  our  Principles  are  Truth,  ground- 
'  edupon  the  Light  of  Jefus,  and  Leadings  ot  His 

*  Holy  Spirit,  and  whatever  is  contrary  we  con- 
'  demn  ;  and  this  we  certainly  know  will  never  be 

*  deftrudive  to  Chrift's  Gofpel,  only  your  Gofpel 

*  it  will  deftro)r,  whofe  Foundation  flands  not  up- 

*  on  the  Power  of  the  Spirit  of  Jefus,  but  upon 

*  Tithes,  or  fome  fetlfed  Maintenance  carnal,    as 

*  full,  asfecure  by  a  carnal  Law,  elfe  it  is  liable  to 
^  Deftru^ion,  as  your  felves  confefs.  {r)     And  this 

*  know,  that  your  Gofpel,  that  mull  needs  be  de- 

*  ftroyed  if  Tithes  fall,  is  not  that  Gofpel  which 

*  the  Apoftles  preached  ;  for   that  Gofpel  began 

*  moft  of  all  to  flourilh  when  Tithes  went  down, 

*  the  Priefthood  that  received  them,  and  the  Law 

*  that  gave  them  ;  which  you  may  read  of  in  the 

*  Apoltle*s  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  (which  Law 
'  never  took  Tithes  by  Force,  as  the  Papift^s  Law 
"-  did.)     And  now  you  have  often  faid,   That  who^ 

*  [o ever  preaches  another  Gofpel,  let  him  be  accurfed-^ 

*  fo  take  heed  that  your  own  Words  condemn  you 

*  not,  and  your  own  Weapon  pierce  not  your  own 
'  Bowels ;  for  tlie  Lord  hath  heard  your  Words. 

*  And  this  we  know,    that  the  Gofpel  of  Chrifl 

*  which  the  Apoftles  preached,  was  upheld  by  the 
^  Power  of  an  endlefs  Life,  by  which  they  were  alfo 

*  made  able  Minifters,  and  did  not  fall  when  Tithes 

*  fell,  but  then  fo  much  the  more  flourillied  into 

<  fuch  Bounty,  that  the  Publifhers  thereof,    who 

*  had  nothing,  did  in  it  enjoy  all  Things ;   Which 

'  Gofpel 


(^r)  Tbefe  Jndependdnt  Teachers  had  faid,  We  judge  that  ihe 
takingaway  Tithes  for  the  Maintenance  of  Minifters,  until 
as  full  a  Maintenance  be  equally  fecured,  and  as  legally  kt' 
led,   tends  much  to  the  DcftruOion  of  the  Miniftry,  and^ 

Preaching  of  the  Gofpel,  in  thele  Nations. 
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Gofpel  both  your  Words  and  your  A 6lions  de- 
clare daily  you  live  not  on  •,    but  like  Men  who 
have  loft  theCounfel  of  God,  you  a6t  both  contra- 
ry to  Law  and  Gofpel.  Was  not  this  the  Counfel 
of  God  in  the  Time  of  the  Law,  when  the  Priefls 
had  only  Tithes  to  live  on,  that  then  they  fhould 
have  no  Magiftrate  to  force  them,  but  freely  they 
were  to  bring  their  Offerings,    that  fo  he  might 
engage  the  Prieft  to  himfelf,  who  was  his  Porti- 
on ;    and  then  they  never  wanted,    while  they 
kept  the  Word,  and  their  Lips  preferved  Know- 
ledge to  the  People.     But  when  the  Priefts  for- 
got God,    then,  like  Pneft,    like  People,    and 
then  they  juftly  wanted  as  God  had  faid.     And 
would  you  now  have  the  Magiftrate  to  make  a 
Law  to  take  People's  Goods,  and  give  to  fuch 
as  do  not  firft  beget  People  to  God  ?    Is  this   to 
live  on  the  Gofpel,  or  to  eat  of  your  own  Fruits, 
as  Chrift's  Minifters  do  and  ever  did  ?  Thus  may 
the  Magiftrate  do  for  a  while  againft  the  Lord, 
and  opprefs  the  Innocent,    to  feed  the  Fat  and 
Idle,  but  the  Account  is  at  Hand,  in  which  it 
will  be  faid.  Did  I  require  it  at  'jour  Hands  ?  Am 
not  I  of  Power  to  maintain  my  own  Servants y    who 
have  the  Hearts  of  all  in  my  Hands  ?  Or^  what 
Laws  will  you  make  for  me^    who  never  made  Ufe 
of  any  in  this  Cafe^  hut  the  Law  of  Love,  to  he  fuU 
fiird  in  a  free  Spirit  ^  for  in  the  Houjhold  of  Chrift 
is  no  Strife  ahout  Carnal  Things  ?  And  that  Prin- 
ciple is  deftrudlive  to  the  Gofpel  of  Peace,  which 
admits  of  Strife  about  their  Bellies,  or   framing 
Mifchief  againft  another  by  a  Law  to  fill  them- 
felves. 

«  Wherefore  take  heed,  ye  Rulers,  fif  it  be 
not  too  late)  how  you  meddle  with  Chrift's  King- 
dom,  but  kifs  the  Son,  and  yield  him  His  King- 
dom in  tender  Confciences  ;  touch  not  the  Apple 
*  of  the  Eye,  which  fees  that  to  be  Sin  and  Evil, 

*  which 
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which  yet  you  do  not,  of  which  you  have  oftert 
been  warned.  But  it  you  will  make  Laws,  let 
the  Scriptures  be  your  Rule  without,  and  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift  within,  enlightning  the  pure  Con- 
fcichce,  that  fo  you  may  become  tender-hearted 
m  the  Fear  of  God,  that  the  Edge  of  your  Sword 
may  be  turned  again  ft  open  Wickednefs,  being 
touched  with  a  true  Senfe  of  what  grieves  the  Spi- 
rit of  Chrift  in  your  felves,  being  joined  to  the 
Lord  in  one  Spirit  and  Life.  And  this  will  be 
your  Wifdom,  the  Iritereft  of  Chrift  and  His 
People,  and  from  thence  you  will  receive  better 
Counfel,  and  truer  Judgment  than  that  which 
would  ftir  you  up  to  perfecute  and  force  tender 
Confciences  againft  their  Faith  and  Knowledge 
received  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  in  Matters  of  His 
Worfhip,  to  ferve  Men  of  corrupt  Minds,  hav- 
ing Hearts  exercifed  with  covetous  Pradlices, 
who  cannot  ceafe  from  Sin,  and  ftirring  up  Na- 
tions to  devour  one  another  to  accomplifh  their 
own  Ends/ 
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A  Colledion  of  many  SeleQ  and  Chriflian  Epiftles,  Let- 
ters and  Tefli  monies,  written  oa  fundry  Occafions,  by  G. 
Fox,  folio,  price  ids. 

Gofpel-Truths  demonflrated,  in  a  Colledion  of  Doctrinal 
Books,  given  forth  by  that  faithful  Minifter  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
George  Fox,  containing  Principles  eflential  to  Chrillianity 
and  Salvation,  held  among  the  People  called  Qjiakers,  folio. 
A  Plea  for  Mechanick  Preachers,  fliewing,  i/?,  that  the 
following  3  fecular  Trade  or  Employment,  is  confilient  with 
the  Office  of  a  Gofpel  Minifter.  li/^,  that  humane  Learning 
is  no  eflential  Qualification  for  that  Service.  With  a  necefla- 
fy  Difl:in£lion  between  the  Art  and  the  Gift  of  Preaching, 
by  Richard  Claridge,  price  6d 

Some  Conliderations  on  Eledion  and  Reprobation,  re- 
commended to  the  Perufal  of  all  fuch  as  hold  the  fame  to  be 
abfolute,  and  of  particular  Perfons,  without  Refped  to  their 
^Works  as  good  or  evil,  by  T.  Thurgood  and  J.  Crackanthorp. 
Some  Conliderations  relating  to  the  prefent  State  of  the 
Chriftian  Religon,  in  2  parts,  by  Alex.  Arfcott,  pr.  is  (5d 

Supernatural  Influences  neceflary  to  Salvation,  being  a 
Vindication  of  the  4th Propofition  of  R.Barclay's  Apology 
for  the  true  Chriftian  Divinity.  In  anfwer  to  Thomas  Chubb's 
Treatife,  entituled.  An  Examination  of  Mr.  Barclay's  Prin- 
ciples, with  Regard  to  Man's  natural  Ability  flnce  the  Fall 
hy  Thomas  Beaven,  price  6d 

The  Agency  of  God,  and  the  Agency  of  Man,  co-v/orking 
in  the  Salvation  of  Man,  being  a  fecond  Vindication  of  the 
4th  Propofition  of  R.  Barclay's  Apology  ^  In  Rejoinder  to  a 
Treatife  of  T.  Chubb's,  entituled,  Humane  Nature  vindica- 
ted :  by  T.  Beaven,  price  5d 

Scripture  Evidence  defended,  in  anfwer  to  T.  Chubb's 
Trad,  entituled.  Scripture  Evidence  confider'd  :  Being  a 
Review  of  the  Con  trover  fy  betwixt  Thomas  Chubb  and  Tho- 
mas Beaven,  relating  to  the  aforcfaid  Propofition,  by  ThO'^ 
mas  Beaven,  price  6d 
A  Journal  of  the  Life  of  William  Edmundfon,  price  3* 
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An  Apology  for  the  true  CliriHian  Divinity,  as  the  fame 
IS  held  tonh,  and  preached  by  the  People  called  in  Scorn 
Quakers^  being  a  full  Explanation  and  Vindicatioo  of  their 
Principles  and  DoQrines,  by  many  Arguments  deduced  f  m 
Scripcureand  right  Rcafon,  and  the  Tdlimoiiies  of  famous 
Authors,  both  ancient  and  modern,  with  a  full  Af  fwer  to 
the  llrongeft  Objedions  ufually  made  againft  them,  by  Roherc 
Barclay,  the  fifth  Edition  in  Englifh,  price  4s.  1  he  fccond 
Edition  in  Latin  5s,     In  French  5s,     U\  Spanilh  5s. 

A  brief  Account  of  the  Life,  Convincement,  .SrfTcrings, 
Labours  and  Travels  of  that  faithful  Miailkr  of  Chriil  Jefus, 
Chriftopher  Story,  price  is 

Fiuitsof  a  Father's  Love:  being  the  Advice  of  Willij^m 
Penn  to  his  Children,  relating  to  their  civil  and  religious 
Conducl.  Written  occafionally  many  Years  ago,  and  now- 
made  publick  for  a  general  Good.  By  a  Lover  of  his  Memo- 
ry, price  pd 

The  Chriflian  Quaker  nd  his  divine  Teftimony,  ftated 
and  vindicated  from  Scripture,  Reafon  and  Authority,  by 
William  Penn,  price  2s 

No  Crofs,  No  Crown.  A  Difcourfe  (hewing  the  Nature 
and  Difcipline  of  the  holy  Crofs  of  Chrill,  by  William  Penn, 
in  two  parts,  thefeventb  Edition,  price  3s 

Some  Fruits  of  Solitude,  in  Refiei:tions  and  Maiims  rela- 
ting to  theCondud  of  humane  Life,  in  two  parts,  by  Willi- 
am Penn,  price  is5d 

William  Penn's  Key  in  Englifh,  the  fourteenth  Edition, 
price  4d     Alio  in  French  and  Danilh 

A  Defence  of  a  Paper  entituled  Gofpel  Truths,  againft  the 
Exceptions  of  the  Bifliop  of  Cork's  Teftimony  (againfl  the 
Quakers)  by  W.  Penn,  price  i  s 

A  brief  Account  of  the  Rife  and  Progrefsof  the  People 
called  Quakers,  in  which  their  fundamental  Principle,  Do- 
drines,  Worfhip,Miniftry  and  Di(lipline,are  plainly  decla- 
red, to  prevent  the  Millakes  and  Perverfions  that  Ignorance 
and  Prejudice  may  make  to  abufe  the  credulous,  with  a  fum- 
mary  Relation  of  the  former  Difpenfatioijs  of  God  in  thf 
World,  by  way  of  Introdudioa,  by  W.  Penn,  price  is 

Budds  and  Blofloms  of  Piety,  with  fome  Fruit  of  the  Spirit 
ofLove,  and  Dircdions  to  the  Divine  Wifdom,  in  Veric, 
byB^  A.  price  is 
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Truth  triumpbant,  through  the  Spiritual  Warfare,  Chri- 
flian  Labours  and  Writings  of  that  able  and  faithful  Servant 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  Rob :?rE  Barclay,  who  deceafed  at  his  owa 
Houle  at  llry  in  the  Kiagdom  of  Scotland,  in  3  Vol.  pr.  12s 

The  Hiftory  of  theLife  of  Thomas  Ell  wood,  or  an  Ac- 
count of  his  Birth,  Education,  ^c  with  divers  Obfervations 
on  his  Life  and  Manners  when  a  Youth :  and  how  he  came 
to  be  convinced  of  the  Truth,  and  his  many  Sufferings  and 
Services  for  the  fame.  Alfo  feveral  other  remarkable  Paflages 
and  Occurrences,  written  by  his  own  Hand,   price  3s  6d 

Davideis:  the  Life  of  David  King  of  Ifrael,  a  Sacred 
Poem,  in  five  Books,  b^T.  Ellwood,  price  2s  6d 

Vindicise  Veritatis:  Or  an  occafional  Defence  of  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Pradflces  of  the  People  called  Quakers,  in  Anfwer 
to  a  Treatife  of  John  Stillinfieet's,  mifcailed,  Seafonable  Ad- 
vice concerning  Qiaakerirm,£^r.  hy  D.  Phillips,  M.  D.  p.  is6d 
Fruits  of  Retirement  •,  or  mifcellaneous  Paems,  moral  and 
divine,  being  fome  Letters,  Contemplations,  ^c  written  oa 
Variety  of  Sub)e8:s»  by  M.  Mollineux,  price  is6d 

Mufa  Parasnetica,  or  a  Tradate  of  Chriflian  Epiftles  on 
fundry  Occafions,  in  Verfe,  ^y  W.  Mafley,  price  6d 

An  Account  of  W.  Penn's  Travels  in  Holland  and  Germany 
far  the  Service  of  theGofpel  of  Chrift,  by  way  of  Journal, 
containing  alfo  divers  Letters  and  Epiftles,  writ  to  feveral 
great  and  eminent  Perfons,  whilll  there,  the  third  Edition, 
with  Additions,  price  2s 

The  Works  of  that  memorable  and  ancient  Servant  of 
Chrift,  Stephen  Crifp,  containing  alfo  a  Journal  of  bis  Life, 
giving  an  Account  of  his  Convincement,  Travels,  Labours, 
and  Sufferings,  in  and  for  the  Truth,  price  5s 

Scripture-Truths  demonflrated  in  32  Sermons  or  Decla- 
rations of  Stephen  Crifp,    exa(^ly  taken  in  ihort-hand,   as 
rliey  were  delivered  by  him  in  the  publick  Meeting  Houfes 
of  the  People  called  Qiiakers  in  London,  and  now  faithfully 
tranfcribed  and  publiihed  with  fome  of  his  Prayers  after  Ser- 
mon, price  2  s 
Samuel  Fifher's  Works,  in  folio,  price  los 
The  Spirit  of  the  Martyrs  reviv'd,  in  a  brief  compendious 
Colledionof  the  mofl  remarkable  Paffages  and  living  Tefti- 
monies  of  the  true  Church  and  Seed  of  God^  and  faithf^i 
Martyrs  in  all  Ages,  price  5s 
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Anguis  Flagellatus:  Or  a  Swicthfor  theSnake,  being  aii 
Anfwer  to  the  third  and  lafl  Edicion  of  the  Snake  ia  the 
Grafs,  wherein  the  Author'5  Injuftice  and  Falfhood,  both  in 
Qiiotation  and  Story,  arc  difcovercd  and  obviated.  And  the 
Truth  dodrinally  delivered  by  us,  ftated  and  maintained,  ia 
Dppofition  to  his  Mifreprefentations  and  Perverfion,  by  Ji 
Wyeth,  to  vi^hich  is  added  a  Supplement  by  G.  Whitehead. 

An  Abridgment  of  Eufebius  Pamphilius's  Ecclefiaflicnl 
Hiftory,  in  two  Parts.  Part  i.  A  compendious  Commemora- 
tion ot'  the  remarkablcfi:  Cronologies,  which  are  contained 
in  thatfamous  Hiftory.  Part  2.  A  fummary or  brief  Hint  of 
the  twelve  Perfccutions  fuftained  by  the  ancient  Ghriftians, 
with  a  compendious  Paraphrafe  upon  the  fame,  whereunta 
is  added  a  Catalogue  of  the  Synods  and  Counfels,  which  were 
dfter  the  Days  of  the  Apoftles,  together  with  a  Hint  of  what 
was  decreed  in  the  fame,  hy  William  Caton,  price  is  6d 

The  Arraignment  of  Popery:  being  a  Colledtion  taken  one 
of  the  Chronicles,  and  other  Books  of  the  State  of  the  Church 
in  the  piimitive  Time?,  i  the  State  of  the  Papifts,  how  long 
itwasbtfjre  theUniverfal  Pope  and  Mafs  wasfetup,  and 
the  bringing  in  of  Rudiments,  Traditions,  Beads,  Images^ 
Purgatory,  Tithes  and  fnquifiiions.  2  A  Relation  of  the  Cru- 
elties they  adied  after  the  Pope  got  lip,  being  worfe  than  the 
Turk  and  Heathen.  3  What  the  People  of  England  WorIhi[-5 
ped  before  they  were  Chriftians.  4  To  which  is  added,  the 
Blood  of  the  Martyrs  is  the  Seed  of  the  Church,  price  is  6d 

A  brief  Hiftory  of  the  Voyage  of  Katherine  Evans  and  Sa- 
rah Cheevers,  to  the  iOand  of  Malca,  where  the  Apoftle 
Paul  fuffered  Shipwreck.  To  which  is  added  a  (hort  Relation 
from  George  Roblnfon,  of  the  Suffering  which  befcl  him  in 
his  Journey  to  Jerufalem,  price  is 

Truth's  Innocency  and  Simplicity  (hinlng  thro'  the  Con- 
vcriion,  Gofpel-miniflry,  Labours,  Epiflles  of  Love,  Tefti- 
ftionies  and  Warnings  to  PrOfefTorsand  Prophane  (with  the 
longand  patient  Sufferings)  of  that  ancient  and  faithful  Mi- 
nifterand  Servant  of  jefus  Chrifr,  Thomas  Taylor,  price  5s 

Saints  perfect  Freedom,  hy  John  Webfter,  price  6d 

A  Colleciion  of  fundry  Books,  Epiltlesand  Papers  ^rttt*:i 
by  James  Nay  lor,  fome  of  wiiich  were  never  before  printe  1 
With  an  impartial  Relation  of  the  mofl  remarkaWc:  Tg»3'^ 
adioiis  of  his  Life,  pric$<^s  *-63ia  ti'^^^i^- 
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New  England  judg'd  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  m  i  Parts, 
Firft,  containing  a  brief  Relation  of  the  Sufferings  of  the 
People  called  Qjjakers  in  New  England,  from  the  Time  of 
thdr  firfl  Arrival  therein  the  Year  1655,  to  the  Year  \66q, 
wherein  their  mercilefs  Whippings,  Chainings,  Finings,  Im- 
prifonings,  Starvings,  burning  in  the  Hand,  cutting  off  Ears, 
and  putting  to  Death,  with  divers  other  Cruelties  infiidled 
upon  the  Bodies  of  innocent  Mea  and  Women  only  for  Con- 
fclence  fike  are  briefly  defcribed.  Second  Part,  being  a  far- 
ther Relation  of  the  cruel  and  bloody  Sufferings  of  the  Peo- 
ple called  Qiiakers  in  New  England,  continued  from  \66o  to 
1665,  beginning  with  the  Sufferings  of  W.  Leddra,  whom 
they  put  to  Death.  Publifhed  by  George  Bifhop  in  \66i  and 
1667,  and  now  fomewhat  abbreviated,  with  an  Appendix, 
coivcaining  fome  Notes,  fhewingthe  Accompliihment  of  their 
Prophecies,  and  a  Poftfcript  of  the  Judgments  of  God  that 
have  befallen  divers  of  their  Perfecutors.  Alfoan  Anfwer  to 
C.  Mather's  Abufes  of  the  faid  People,  in  his  late  Hiftoryof 
New  England,  printed  1702,  price  5s 

ACatechifmand  ConfelTjonofFaith  by  R.Barclay,  price 
pd  in  Euglifl),  in  Latin  is 

Four  Treatifes  of  Thomas  Lawfon  deceafed.  The  firfl,  A 
Mite  into  the  Treafury,  being  a  Word  to  the  Artilts,  efpc- 
cialiy  Heptatechnifts,  the  Profeflbrs  of  the  feven  liberal  Arts, 
fbewing  what  is  therein  owned  by  the  People  called  Qjiakers, 
and  what  denied  by  them,  ^c.  The  fecond,  a  Treatife  rela- 
ting to  the  Call,  Work,  and  Wages  oftheMiniffers  of  Chrift 
and  of  Antichrift,  wherein  a  Tellimony  is  born  for  the  for- 
mer, and  againfl  the  latter,  with  feveral  other  Things. 
Third,  Dagon's  Fall  before  the  Ark,  written  primarily,  as  a 
Tcftimouy  for  the  Lord,  his  Wifdom,  Creation,  Products  of 
-  his  Power,  ufeful  and  neceflary  Knowledge,  capacitating  Peo- 
ple for  the  Concerns  of  this  Life.  Secondarily,  as  a  Teftimony 
againfl:  the  old  Serpent,  his  Foolifhnefs  with  God,  his  Arts, 
Inventions,  Comedies  or  Interludes,  Tragedies,  Lafcivious 
i  oe  i)S,  frivolous  Fables,  fpoiling  Philofophy,  taught  in  Chri- 
ffian  Schools,  wherein,  as  in  a  Glafs,  Teachers  in  Schools  and 
Coijieges  may  fee  their  Concern,  neither  Chriltian  nor  war- 
liiiiufile.  Fourth,  ^rf;>r//«2^/(r^//i,  Or  a  Treatife  concerning 
BaptifmSi  twhereunto  is  added  a  Difcourfe  concerning  th-e 
bjp^jer,  Bread  and  Wiae^  called  alfo  Communion,  price  35 
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Conliderations  touching  the  likeliefl:  Means  to  rctnorp 
Hirelings  out  of  the  Church,  wherein  isalfo  difcourfcd  of 
Tithes,  Church-Fees,  Church- Revenues,  and  wheiher  any 
Maintenance  of  Minifters  can  be  feded  by  Law,  by  John 
Milton,  the  Author  of  Paradife  loft,     price  6d 

A  Treatife  concerning  the  Fear  of  God,  Scriptural]y  re- 
commended unto  all  People  from  the  Example  of  the  Patri- 
archs, Prophets,  Kings,  and  Judges  ^c.  with  an  hiftorical 
Account,  briefly  relating  the  many  Advantages  which  they 
received  who  lived  therein,  price  is 

A  Treatife  concerning  Baptifm  and  the  Supper,  fhewing, 
that  theoneBaptirm  of  the  Spirit,  and  fpiritual  Supper  of 
the  Lord,  are  only  and  alone  elTential  and  neceflary  to  Salva- 
tion. Wherein  the  ftrongeft  Arguments  for  the  life  of  the 
outward  Baptifm  and  Supper  areconfidcred,  the  People  cal- 
led Quakers  vindicated,  and  thegreateft  Objedions  againft 
them,  for  their  difufe  of  thefe  outward  Signs,  are  anfwercd 
by  Jofeph  Pike,  price  is  6d 

Scripture-lnftrud^ion,  digefted  into  feveral  Sedions,  by 
Way  ot  Qiieftion  and  Anfwer,  in  order  to  promote  Piety  and 
Virtue,  and  difcourage  Vice  and  Iniraorallity,  with  a  Preface 
relating  to  Education,  by  John  Freame,  price  is 

Primitive  Chriftianity  reviv'd,  in  the  Faith  and  Pradice 
of  the  People  called  Quakers,  written  in  Teftimony  to  the 
prefent  Difpenfation  of  God,  thro'  them  to  the  World,  that 
Prejudices  may  be  removed,  the  Simple  informed,  the  well- 
inclined  incouraged,  and  the  Truth  and  its  innocent  Friends 
rightly  reprefented,  ^j/W.Penn,  price  is 

The  Harmony  of  divine  and  heavenly  Dodrines,  demon- 
flrated  in  fundry  Declarations  on  variety  of  SubjeQs,  preach'd 
at  the  Quakers  Meetings  in  London,  by  W.  Penn,  G.  White- 
head, S.  Waldenfield,  B.  Coole.  taken  in  fhort-hand  as  they 
were  delivered  by  them,  and  now  faithfully  tranfci  ibed  and 
publifhed  for  the  Information  of  thofe,  who  by  Reafon  of  Ig- 
norance may  have  received  a  Prejudice  againft  them.  p.  is6d 

A  brief  Teftimony  to  the  great  Dtity  of  Prayer  ;  fhewiog 
the  Nature  and  Benefit  thereof,  to  which  is  added,  many 
eminent  and  feled  Inftances  of  God's  Anfwer  to  Prayer,  col- 
leded  out  of  the  Record  of  Holy  Scriptures,  by  John  Tomp- 
kins one  of  the  People  called  Quakers.  With  a  Poftfcrips  by 
J.  T.  the  fecond  Edition  with  Additions,  price  ^d 
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God's  proceaing  Providence,  Man's  fureft  Help  and  De- 
fence in  Times  of  the  greateft  Difficulty  and  moft  eminent 
Danger,  evidenced  in  that  remarkable  Deliverance  of  R. 
Barr'jw,  with  divers  other  Perfons,  from  the  devouring 
Wavvsof  theSea,  among  which  they  fuffered  Shipwreck^ 
and  alfo  from  the  cruel  devouring  Jaws  of  the  inhumane  Ca- 
nabals  of  Florida,  faithfully  related  by  one  of  the  Perfons 
concerned  therein,  Jonathan Dickenfon,  price  is 

The  Harmony  of  the  Old  and  New  Teflament,  and  the 
fulfilling  of  the  Prophets,  concerning  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  his  Kindom  in  the  latter  Days,  with  a 
brief  Concordance  of  the  Names  and  Attributes,  6^^.  givea 
unto  Chrifl: :  and  fome  Texts  of  Scriptures  collected,  con- 
cerning Chrifl's  Humiliation  and  Sufferings,  alfo  his  excellent 
Dignity  and  Glorification.  Pnblilhedfor  the  Benefit  of  Chri- 
ftians  and  Jews,  by  John  Tomkins.  With  an  Appendix  tcJ 
the  Jews  by  W.  Penn,  the  third  Edition,  price  is 

Piety  promoted,  in  aColledion  of  the  Dying  Sayings  of 
many  of  the  People  called  Quakers,  with  a  brief  Account  of 
fomeof  their  Labours  in  the  Gofpel,  and  Sufferings  for  the 
fame,  in  fix  Vollumes,  price  is  each 

The  fpiritual  Worfliip  and  Service  of  God  exalted  5  and 
acceptably  performed  only  in  the  Spirit  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift.  With  fome  other  Things  inferted  herein  worthy  of 
Obfervation*  By  a  Lover  of  Truth,  and  Well  Wifiier  of  the 
Souls  of  all  Men,  George  Myers,  price  pd 

The  Works  of  Charles  Marlhall,  price  3s 

A  Light  Ihining  out  of  Darknefs  j  or  occafional  Qiieries,' 
ftbmitted  to  the  Judgment  offuch  as  would  enquire  into  the 
true  State  of  Things  in  our  Times:  The  whole  Work  revifed 
by  the  Author,  the  Proof  cnglilhed  and  augmented,  with 
fundry  material  Difcourles  concerning  the  Miniftry,  Separa- 
tion, Infpiration,  Scriptures,  Humane  Learning,  Oaths* 
Tithes,  &c.  With  a  brief  Apology  for  the  Quakers,  thac 
they  are  not  inconfiftent  with  Magiftracy.  By,  an  indiffe- 
rent, but  learned  Hand,    the  third  Edition,  price  is  6d. 

Where  alfo  may  be  had.  Bibles,  Teflaments,  Concordan- 
ces, Spelling  Books,  Primers,  Horn-books,  Writing  Paper, 
Account-books  for  Merchants  and  Shopkeepers  with  other 
Seationary  Ware,  Wholefale  or  Retale. 
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